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LAWS 

FOR    THE 

DEAN'S     SERVANTS. 

December  7th,  1733. 

IF  either  of  the  two  men  fervants  be  drunk,  he 
{hall  pay  an  Englijlo  crown  out  of  his  wages  for 
the  faid  offence,  by  giving  the  dean  a  receipt  for  ^o 
much  wages  received. 

When  the  dean  is  at  home,  no  fervant  fhall  pre- 
fume  to  be  abfent,  without  giving  notice  to  the 
dean,  and  aflcing  leave  ;  upon  the  forfeiture  of  fix- 
pence  for  every  half-hour  that  he  is  abfent,  to  be 
ftopt  out  of  his  or  her  board-wages. 

When  the  dean  is  abroad,  no  fervant,  except  the 
woman,  Ihall  prefume  to  leave  the  houfe  for  above 
one  half-hour ;  after  which,  for  every  half-hour's 
abfence,  he  ftiali  forfeit  fixpence  :  and,  if  the  other 
fervant  goes  out  before  the  firft  returns,  he  Ihall 
pay  five  (hillings  out  of  his  wages,  as  above. 

Whatever  fervant  fhall  be  taken  in  a  manifeft  lie, 
fhall  forfeit  one  (hilling  outof  his  or  her  board-wages. 

When  the  dean  goes  about  the  houfe,  or  out- 
houfes,  or  garden,,  or  to  Naboth's  Vineyard^  what- 
ever things  he  finds  out  of  order,  by  negle<5l  of 
any  fervant  under  whofe  care  it  was,  that  fervant 
Ihall  forfeit  fixpence,   and  fee  to  get  it  mended  as 
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2        Laws  for  the  Dean's  Servants. 

foon  ai  poiTible,   or  fufFer  more  forfeitures  at  the 
dean's  difcretion. 

If  two  fervants  be  abroad  t02;ether  when  the  dean 
is  from  home,  and  the  fa6b  be  concealed  from  the 
dean,  the  concealer  {hall  forfeit  two  crowns  out  of 
his  or  her  wages,  as  above. 

If,  in  waiting  at  table,  the  two  fervants  be  out 
of  the  room  together,  without  orders,  the  laft  who 
went  out  {hull  forfeit  threeoence  out  of  his  board- 
wa<?es. 

The  woman  may  go  out,  when  the  dean  is  a- 
broad,  for  one  hour,  but  no  longer,  under  the  fame 
penalty  with  the  men  ^  but  provided  the  two  men- 
fervants  keep  the  houfe  until  fhe  returns :  other- 
wife,  either  of  the  fervants,  v;ho  gues  out  before 
her  return,  Ihall  forfeit  a  crown  out  of  his  wages, 
as  above. 

Whatever  other  laws  the  dean  (hhW  think  fit  to 
make,  at  any  tima  to  come,  for  the  government  of 
his  fervants,  and  forfeitures  for  negleift  or  difobc- 
dicnce,  all  the  fervants  fnall  be  bound  to  fubmit  to. 

Whatever  other  fcrvant,  except  the  woman,  fhall 
pfefume  to  be  drunk,  the  other  tv/o  fervants  {hall  in- 
form the  dean  thereof,  under  pain  of  forfeiting  two 
crowns  out  of  his  or  her  wages,  bcfides  the  for- 
feiture of  a  crown  from  the  laid  fcrvant  who  was 
drunk. 
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LETTER  from  PHILADELPHIA, 

T   O 

JONATHAN  SWIFT,  in  DUBLIN. 

Chllad,  March  29,   1729. 

Friend  Jonathan  Swiff, 

HAVING  been  often  greatly  amufed  by 
thy  Tale,  &c.  &c.  and  being  now  loading 
a  fmall  {hip  for  Dublin,  I  have  fent  thee  a  gam- 
mon, the  product  of  the  wilds  oi  America  ^  which 
perhaps  may  not  be  unacceptable  at  thy  table,  fince 
it  is  only  defigned  to  let  thee  know  that  thy  wit  and 
parts  are  here  in  eftcem  at  this  diftance  from  the  place 
of  thy  refidenee.  Thee  need  afk  no  queftions  who 
this  comes  from,  fmce  I  am  a  perfect  ftranger  to 
thee. 
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CHARACTER 

O  F 

Mrs.     H  *****  D. 

Written  in  the  Year  1727. 

IS  II  A  L  L  fay  nothing  of  her  wit  or  beauty, 
which  are  allowed  by  all  perfons,  who  can  judge 
of  cither,  when  they  hearer  fee  her.  Befides,  beauty 
being  tranfient,  and  a  trifle,  cannot  juftly  make  part 
of  a  charadlcr.  And  I  leave  others  to  celebrate  her 
wit,  becaufe  it  will  be  of  no  ufe  in  that  part  of  her 
character  which  I  intend  to  draw.  Neither  {hall  I 
relate  any  part  of  her  hiftory  ;  further  than  that 
Hie  went,  in  the  prime  of  her  youth,  to  the  court 
of  Hanover  with  her  hufband,  and  became  of  the 
bed-chamber  to  the  prefent  princefs  o^  J  Vales  ^Wving 
in  expedation  of  the  queen's  [/-]  death  :  upon  which 
event  fhc  came  over  with  her  miflrefs,  and  hath  ever 
fincc  continued  in  her  fervice ;  where,  from  the  at- 
tendance daily  paid  her  by  the  minillers  and  all 
cxpc(3-ants,fheis  reckoned  mucli  the  greateft  favo\ir- 
ite  of  the  court  at  Leicejler-houfe :  a  fituation  which 
fhe  hath  long  afFeded  to  defire  that  it  might  not 
be  believed. 

There  is  no  politician,  who  more  carefully  watches 
the  motions  and  difpofi'ions  of  things  and  perlons  at 
St.  James's,   nor  can  form  his  language  with  more 

[k]  Queen  Ar.nc. 

impcr« 


Character  ^  Mrs.  H  *  *  *  *  *  d.  5 
imperceptible  dexterity  to  the  prefent  pofture  of  a 
court,  or  more  early  forefee  what  Itylc  may  be  pro- 
per upon  any  approachingjundlure  of  affairs,  where- 
of fhe  can  gather  early  intelligence  without  afking 
it,  and  often  when  even  thofe  from  whom  (he  hath 
it  are  not  fenfible  they  are  giving  it  to  her,  but 
equally  with  others  admire  her  fagacity.  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  and  Ihe  both  think  they  underfland  each 
other,  and  are  both  equally  miftakeji. 

With  perfons  where  (he  is  to  manage,  {he  is  very 
dextrous  in  that  point  of  (kill  which  the  French 
cal  later  le  pave ;  with  others,  fhe  is  a  great  vindi- 
cator oi  all  prefent  proceedings,  but  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, as  if  (he  v/as  under  no  concern  further  than 
her  own  conyiclion,  and  wondering  how  any  body 
can  think  otherwife.  And  the  danger  is,  that  Ihe 
inay  come  in  time  to  believe  herfelf ;  which,  under 
a  change  of  princes  and  a  great  addition  of  credit, 
might  have  bad  conlequences.  She  is  a  moft  un- 
confcionable  dealer ;  for,  in  return  of  a  few  good 
words,  which  fhe  gives  to  her  lords  and  gentlemea 
daily  waiters  before  their  faces,  fhe  gets  ten  thoufand 
from  them  behind  her  back,  which  are  of  real  ferv- 
ice  to  her  charader.  The  credit  fhe  hath  is  ma- 
naged with  .the  utmofl  thrift ;  and,  whenever  fhe 
employs  it,  which  is  very  ra;-ely,  it  is  only  upon 
fuch  occafions  where  (he  is  fure  to  get  much  more 
than  fhe  fpends.  For  inflance,  fhe  would  readily 
■prefs  Sir  Robert  Pf^alpole^  to  do  fome  favour  for  co- 
lonel Churchill,  or  Doddington  j  the  prince,  for  a 
mark  of  grace  to  Mr.  Schutz ;  and  the  princefs,  to 
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be  kind  to  Mrs.  Clayton.  She  fometimes  falls  into 
the  general  miftake  of  all  courtiers,  which  is  that 
of  not  fuiting  her  talents  to  the  abilities  of  others, 
but  thinking  thofe  fhe  deals  with  to  have  lefs  art 
than  they  really  poffefs;  fo  thnt  {he  may  poflibly  be 
deceived,  when  fhe  thinks  (he  deceiveth. 

In  all  offices  of  life,  except  thofe  of  a  courtiei-, 
fhe  a<Sls  with  juftice,  generofity,  and  truth.  She 
is  ready  to  do  good  as  a  private  perfon  ;  and  I 
would  almoft  think  in  charity  that  {he  will  not  do 
harm  as  a  courtier,  unlefs  to  pleafe  thofe  in  chief 
power. 

In  religion,  fhe  is  at  leafl  a  Latitudinarian,  being 
not  an  enemy  to  books  written  by  the  free-thinkers; 
and  herein  fhe  is  the  more  blameable,  becaufe  fhe 
hath  too  much  morality  to  ftand  in  need  of  them, 
requiring  only  a  due  degree  of  faith  for  putting 
her  in  the  road  to  falvation.  I  fpeak  this  of  her  as 
a  private  lady,  not  as  a  court  favourite  j  for,  in 
the  latter  capacity,  fne  can  fhew  neither  faith  nor 
works. 

If  fhe  had  never  feen  a  court,  it  is  not  impofHble 
that  fhe  might  have  been  a  friend. 

She  abounds  in  good  words  and  exprefllons  of 
good  wifhes,  and  will  concert  a  hundred  fchemes  for 
the  fervice  of  thofe  whom  fhe  would  be  thought  to 
favour  :  fchemes  that  fometimes  arife  from  them, 
and  fometimes  from  herfelf ;  although,  at  the  fame 
time,  {he  very  well  knows  them  to  be  without  the 
leaft  probability  of  fucceeding.  But,  to  do  her  juf- 
tice, fhe  never  feeds  or  deceives  any  perfons  with 
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Character  o/Mrs.  H  *****  D.  7 
promifcs,  where  fhe  doth  not  at  the  fame  time  in- 
tend a  degree  of  fmcerity. 

She  is,  upon  the  whole,  an  excellent  companion 
for  men  of  the  bcft  accomplifhments,  who  have  no- 
thing to  defirc  or  exped^. 

What  part  (he  mny  act  hereafter  in  a  larger  fphere, 
as  lady  of  the  bed-chamber  to  a  great  Q^-n  (upon 
fuppofing  the  death  of  his  prefent  majefty  [/J,  and 
of  the  earl  of  Suffolk,  to  whofe  title  her  hufband 
fucceeds)  and  in  high  efteem  with  a  K — g,  ncicher 
{he  nor  I  can  foretel.  My  own  opinion  is  natural 
and  obvious,  that  her  talents  as  a  courtier  will 
fpread,  enlarge,  and  multiply  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
her  private  virtues,  for  want  of  ro^m  and  time  to 
operate,  will  be  laid  up  clean  (like  cloaths  in  a 
cheft)  to  be  ufed  and  put  on,  whenever  fatiety,  of 
fome  reverfe  of  fortune,  or  cncreafe  of  ill  health 
(to  which  laft  (he  is  fubjed),  fliali  difpofe  her  to 
retire.  In  the  mean  time,  it  will  be  her  wifdom  to 
take  care  that  they  may  not  be  tarnifhed  or  moth- 
eaten,  for  want  of  airing  and  turning  at  lealt  once 
a  year. 

[/]  George  the  Flrft. 
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CHARACTER 

O  F 

DOCTOR     SHERIDAN. 

Written  in  the  Year  1738. 

DOCTOR  Thomas  Sheridan  died 
at  Rathfarnam^  the  tenth  of  October  1738, 
at  three  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  :  his  difeafes 
were  a  dropfy  and  afthma.  He  was  doubclefs  the 
befl:  inftru6lor  of  youth  in  thefe  kingdoms,  or  per- 
haps in  Europe  ;  and  as  great  a  mafler  of  the  Qreek 
and  Roman  languages.  He  had  a  very  fruitful  in- 
vention, and  a  talent  for  poetry.  His  Englijb  ver- 
fes  were  full  of  wit  and  humour,  but  neither  his 
profe  nor  v^rfe  fufficiently  correct :  however,  he 
would  readily  fubmit  to  any  friend  who  had  a  true 
tafte  in  profe  or  verfe.  He  hath  left  behind  him  a 
very  great  colledlion,  in  feveraJ  volumes,  of  flories, 
humorous,  witty,  v/ifc,  or  fome  way  ufcful,  gathered 
from  a  vaft  number  of  Greeks  Romany  Italian^  Spa- 
fiifij^  French,  and  EngUJh  writers.  I  believe  I  may 
have  feen  about  thirty,  large  enough  to  make  as 
many  moderate  books  in  o6lavo.  But  among  thefe 
extracis,  there  were  many  not  worth  regard  j  for 
five  in  fix,  at  leaft,  were  of  little  ufe  or  entertain- 
ment.   He  was  (as  it  is  frequently  the  cafe  in  men 
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oi'  wit  and  learning)  what  the  French  call  a  Dupe^ 
and  in  a  very  high  degree.  The  greateft  dunce  of 
a  tradefman  could  impofe  upon  him,  for  he  was  al- 
togi'ther  ignorant  in  worldly  management.  His 
chief  fhin'.ng  quality  w.is  that  of  a  fchool-mafter ; 
here  he  flione  in  his  proper  element.  He  ir.id  (o 
much  fkill  and  practice  in  the  phyliognomy  of  boys, 
that  he  rarely  miftook  at  the  fiift  view.  His  fcho- 
lars  loved  and  feared  him  He  often  rather  chofe 
to  fhame  the  ftupid,  but  puniih  the  idle,  and  ex- 
pofe  them  to  all  the  lads,  which  was  more  feverc 
than  lafhiniT.  Aniono;  the  ^^-.-ntlemf^n  in  this  kin^- 
dom  who  have  anv  (hare  of  education,  the  fchoLrs 
of  Dr.  Sheridan  infinitely  excel,  in  number  and 
knowledge,  all  their  brethren  fent  from  other 
fchools. 

To  look  on  the  do£lor  m  fome  other  lights,  he 
was  in  many  things  very  inuifcreer,  to  fay  no 
worfe.  He  a<Sled  like  too  many  clergymen,  who 
are  in  hafte  to  be  married  when  very  voung;  and 
from  hence  proceeded  all  the  miferies  of  his  life. 
The  portion  he  got  proved  to  be  juft  tuc  r.^verfe  of 
500/.  for  he  was  poorer  by  a  thoufand  :  To  many 
incumbrances  of  a  mo'her-in-law  and  poor  rela- 
tions,  whom  he  was  fowcd   to  fup^'ort  for  many 

years. 

Inftead  of  breeding  up  his  daughters  to  houfe- 
wifery  and  plain  cloaths,  he  got  them,  at  a  g'eat 
expence,  to  he  clad  like  ladies  who  had  plentiful 
foitunes  ;  made  them  only  learn  to  fing  ann  dance, 
to  draw  and  defign,  to  ^ive  them  rich  filks,  and  o- 

thcr 
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ther  fopperies ;  and  his  two  eldeft  were  married 
to  young  lads  who  had  nothing  to  fettle  on  them. 
However,  he  had  one  fon,  whom  the  fent  do6lor  to 
Wejlminjler-fclwol^  although  he  could  ill  afford  it. 
The  boy  was  there  immediately  taken  notice  of>  upon 
examination ;  although  a  mere  ftrangcr,  he  was  by 
pure  m*erit  elected  a  king's  fcholar.  It  is  true,  their 
maintenance  falls  fomething  fhort :  the  do6lor  was 
then  fo  poor,  that  he  could  not  add  fourteen  pounds, 
to  enable  the  boy  to  fmifh  the  year  j  which  if  he 
had  done,  he  v/ould  have  been  removed  to  a  higher 
clafs,  and  in  another  year,  would  have  been  fped 
off  (that  is  the  phrafe)  to  a  fellowfhlp  in  Oxford  or 
Camhridve  :  but  the  doctor  was  forced  to  recal  him 

o 

to  Dublin^  and  had  friends  in  our  univerfity  to  fend 
him  there,  where  he  hath  been  chofen  of  the  foun- 
dation ;  and,  I  think,  hath  gotten  an  exhibition, 
and  defigns  to  fland  for  a  fellowfhip. 

The  docSlor  had  a  good  church-living,  in  the 
fouth  parts  of  Ireland^  given  him  by  lord  Carteret ; 
who,  being  very  learned  himfelf,  encourageth  it  in 
others.  A  friend  of  the  doctor's  prevailed  on  his 
excellency  to  grant  it.  The  living  was  well  worth 
150/.  per  annum.  He  changed  it  very  foon  for 
that  of  Diinhoyne  ;  which,  by  the  knavery  of  the 
farmers  and  power  of  the  gentlemen,  fell  fo  very 
low,  that  he  could  never  get  80/.  He  then  changed 
that  living  for  the  free-fchool  of  Cavan,  where  he 
Blight  have  lived  well,  in  fo  cheap  a  country,  on  80/. 
falary  per  anniim^  befides  his  fcholars  ;  but  the  air, 
he  faid,  was  too  moift  and  unwholcfome,  and  he 

could 
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could  not  bear  the  company  of  fome  perfons  in 
that  iKM^hbourhood.  Upon  this,  he  fold  the  fchool 
for  about  400 /.  I'pent  the  money,  grew  into  dif- 
eafes,   aad  died. 

It  would  be  very  honourable,  as  well  asjiifl-,  in 
thofc  many  perfons  of  quality  and  fortune,  who  had 
the  advantage  of  being  educated  under  dotSlor  She- 
rld/in^  if  they  would  pleafe  to  ered  fome  decent 
monument  over  his  body,  in  the  church  where  it  is 
dcpofued. 
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SECOND     SOLOMON    [m]. 

Written  in  the  Year  1729. 

p  became  acquainted  with  a  perfon  diftin- 
guiflied  for  poetical  and  other  writings,  and 
in  an  eminent  ftation,  who  treated  him  with  great 
kindnefs  on  all  occafions,  and  he  became  familiar 
in  this  perfon's  houfe  [wj.  In  three  months  time, 
Solomon^  without  the  leaft  provocation,  writ  a  long 
poem,  defcribing  that  perfon's  Mufe  to  be  dead, 
and  making  a  funeral  folemnity  with  afTes, 
owls,  &c,  and  gare  the  copy  among  all  his  ac- 
quaintance. 

Solomon  became  acquainted  with  a  mofl:  deferv- 
ing  lady,  an  intimate  friend  of  the  above  perfon  [0], 
who  entertained  him  alfo  as  fhe  would  a  brother ; 
and,  upon  giving  him  a  little  good  advice,  in  the 
moft  decent  manner,  with  relation  to  his  wife,  he 
told  her,  fhe  was  like  other  women,  as  bad  as  flie 
was,  and  that  they  were  all  alike  :  although  his  wife 
be,  in  every  regard  except  gallantry  (which  no  crea- 

f«]  Dr.  ShfnJun,     [»]  Dean  S-jvjfr.     [o]  Stel!a. 
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ture  would  attempt),  the  moft  difagreeable  bsaft  in 

Europe. 

He  lets  his  wife  (whom  he  pretends  to  hate  as 
fhe  deferves)  govern,  infult,  and  ruin  him,  as  fhe 
pleaCes.  Her  charader  is  this  :  her  perfon  is  detef- 
tably  difagreeable ;  a  moft  filthy  flat ;  lazy,  and 
flothful,  and  luxurious,  ill-natured,  envious,  fuf- 
picious  j  a  fcold,  expenfive  on  herfelf,  covetous  to 
others  :  (he  takes  thieves  and  whores,  for  cheapnefs, 
to  be  her  fervants,  and  turns  them  off  every  week : 
pofitive,  infolent  ;  an  ignorant,  prating,  overween- 
ing fool  ;  a  lover  of  the  dirtieft,  meancft  company  : 
an  abominable  tatler,  affe(fling  to  be  jealous  of  her 
hufband  with  ladies  of  the  beft  rank  and  merit,  and 
merely  out  of  affeclaiion  for  perfect  vanity. 

Solomon  has  no  ill  defign  upon  any  perfon  but 
himfelf  J  and  he  is  the  greateft  deceiver  of  himfelf 
on  all  occafions. 

His  thoughts  are  fudden,  and  the  moft  unrcafon- 
able  always  comes  uppermoft ;  and  he  conftantly 
refolves  and  acts  upon  his  firft  thoughts,  and  then 
afks  advice,  but  never  once  before. 

The  perfon  above  mentioned,  whom  he  lam- 
pooned ill  three  months  after  their  acquaintance, 
procured  him  a  good  preferment  from  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant;  upon  going  down  to  take  poffefllon.  Solo- 
mon  preached,  at  Cori,  a  fermon  on  king  Gcorgt'i 
birch-day,  on  this  text,  Sufficient  to  the  day  is  the 
evil  thereof.  Schmcn,  having  been  famous  for  a 
high  'lory,  and  fufpeded  as  a  Jacobite,  it  was  a 
moft  difficult  thing  to  get  any  thin^  for  him  :   but 

th.;C 
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that  pcrfon,  being  an  old  friend  of  lord  Carteret, 
prevailed  againft  all  Solomon  s  enemies,  and  got  him 
made  likcwife  one  of  his  excellency's  chaplains. 
But,  upon  this  fermon,  he  was  ftruck  out  of  his 
lift,  and  forbid  the  Caftle,  until  that  fame  perfon 
brought  him  again  to  the  lieutenant,  and  made 
them  friends. 

A  fancy  fprung  in  Solotnons  head,  that  a  houfe 
near  Dublin  would  be  commodious  for  him  and  his 
boarders,  to  lodge  in  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays : 
immediately,  without  confulting  with  any  creature, 
he  takes  a  leafe  of  a  rotten  houfe  at  Rathfarnatnt 
the  worft  air  in  Ireland,  for  999  years,  at  twelve 
pounds  a  year ;  the  land,  which  was  only  a  llrip  of 
ground,  not  being  worth  twenty  (hillings  a  year. 
When  the  fame  perfon,  whom  he  lampooned,  heard 
the  thing,  he  begged  Solo?non  to  get  a  claufe  of  fur- 
render,  and  at  laft  prevailed  to  have  it  done  after 
twenty-one  years  j  becaufe  it  was  a  madncTs  to 
pay  eleven  pounds  a  year,  for  a  thoufand  years, 
for  a  houfe  that  could  not  laft  twenty.  But  Solomon 
made  an  agreement  with  his  landlady,  that  he  fhould 
be  at  liberty  to  furrendcr  his  leafe  in  (cyen  years  ; 
and,  if  he  did  not  do  it  at  that  time,  (houM  be 
obliged  to  keep  it  for  999  yi-ars.  In  the  mean 
time,  he  expends  about  one  hundred  pounds  on  the 
houfe  and  garden-wall  ;  and  in  lefs  than  three 
years,  contrails  fuch  a  hatred  to  the  houfe,  that  he 
kts  it  run  to  ruin  :  fo  that,  when  the  feven  years 
are  expired,  he  muft  ei:h<ir  take  it  for  the  remain* 

der 
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<Jer  of  the  999  years,  or  be  fued  for  wafte,  and  lofe 
all  the  money  he  laid  out :  and  now  he  pays  twelve 
pounds  a  year  for  a  place  he  never  fees. 

Solomon  has  an  eRate  of  about  thirty- five  pounds 
per  annmn^  in  the  county  of  Cavan  j  upon  which, 
jnftead  of  ever  receiving  one  penny  rent,  he  hath 
expended  above  thirty  pounds  per  annuin^  in  build- 
ings and  plantations,   which  are  all  gone  to  ruin. 

Solomon  is  under-tenant  to  a  bifhop's  leafe :  he  is 
bound  by  articles  to  his  lordinip  to  renew  and  pay 
a  fine,  whenever  the  bifliop  renews  with  his  land- 
lord, and  to  raife  his  rent  as  the  landlord  ftiall 
raife  it  to  the  bifhop.  Seven  years  expire  :  Solomon  s 
landlord  demands  a  fine,  which  he  readily  pays  ; 
then  aftcs  for  a  leafe  :  the  landlord  fays,  he  may 
have  it  at  any  time.  He  never  gets  it.  Another 
feven  years  elapfc  :  Solomon  s  landlord  demands  ano- 
ther fine,  and  an  additional  rent :  Solomon  pays 
bothi  afks  to  have  his  leafe  renewed  :  the  fleward 
anfwers,  he  will  fpealc  to  his  mailer.  Seventeen 
years  are  elapfed  :  the  landlord  fends  Solomon  word 
that  his  leafe  is  forfeited,  becaufe  he  hath  not  re- 
newed and  paid  his  fines  according  to  articles  ;  and 
now  they  are  at  law  upon  this  admirable  cafe. 

It  is  Solomons  great  happincfs,  that,  when  he  atSb 
in  the  common  concerns  of  life  againil  common 
fenfe  and  realon,  he  values  himfclf  thereupon  as  if 
it  were  the  mark  of  a  great  geniu.s  above  little  re- 
gards or  arts,  and  that  his  thoughts  are  too  ex- 
alted to  defcend  into  the  knowledge  of  vulgar  ma-  . 
xiagement  j  and  you  cannot  pay  him  a  greater  coai- 

pliaient 
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pliment  than  by  telling  inftances  to  the  companv, 
before  his  face,  how  carelefs  he  was  in  any  aitair 
that  related  to  his  inteieft  and  fortune. 

He  is  extremely  proud  and  captious,  apt  to  re- 
fent  as  an  affront  and  indignity  what  was  never  in^ 
tended  for  either. 

He  is  allured  as  eafiiy  by  every  new  acq-jaint- 
ance,  efpecially  among  women,  as  a  child  is  by  a 
new  play-thing,  and  is  led  at  will  by  them  to  fuf- 
pecl  and  quarrel  with  his  beft  friends,  of  whom  he 
hath  loft  the  greateft  part,  for  want  of  that  indul- 
gancy  v/hich  they  ought  to  allow  for  his  failings. 

He  is  a  generous,  honeft,  good-natured  man  ; 
but  his  perpetual  want  of  judgment  and  difcretioa 
makes  him  aft  as  if  he  were  neither  generous,  ho- 
neft,  nor  good-natured. 

The  perfon  above-mentioned,  whom  he  lam- 
pooned, and  to  whom  he  owes  his  preferment,  be- 
ing in  the  country  and  out  of  order ;  Solomon  had 
appointed  to  come  for  him  with  a  chaife,  and  bring 
him  to  town.  Solomon  fent  him  word  that  he  was 
to  fet  out  on  Monday^  and  did  accordingly,  but  to 
another  part  of  the  kingdom,  thirty  miles  wide  of 
the  place  appointed,  in  compliment  to  a  lady  who 
was  going  that  way  ;  there  ftaid  with  her  and  her 
family  a  month  ;  then  fent  the  chail'e,Tin  the  midft 
of  winter,  to  bring  the  faid  perfon  where  Solomon 
would  meet  him,  declaring  he  could  not  venture 
himfelf  for  fear  of  the  froft  :  and,  upon  the  faid 
perfon's  refufing  to  go  in  the  chaife  alone,  or  to 
truft   to   SclomoKS  appointment,    and  being   in  ill 

health, 
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health,  Solomofi.kW  into  a  formal  quarrel  with  that 
pcrfon,  and  foully  mifreprcknted  the  whole  affair, 
to  juftify  himfelf. 

Solomon  had  publiflicd  a  humourous  ballad,  called 
BallyfpeUiii  [/>],  whither  he  had  gone  to  drink  the 
waters,  with  a  new  favourite  lady.  The  ballad  was 
in  the  manner  of  Mr.  Gay's  on  MoUy  Mogg^  pre- 
tending to  contain  all  the  rhymes  of  Ballyfpellin. 
His  friend,  the  perfon  fo  often  mentioned,  being  at 
a  2:entlemaji's  houfe  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  mer- 
ry  over  Solsmons  ballad,  they  agreed  to  make  ano- 
ther, in  difpraife  of  Bally fpellin-xvelh^  v/hich  Solomon 
had  celebrated,  and  with  all  new  rhymes  not  made 
ufe  of  in  Solomon  s  [_q'\.  The  thing  was  done,  and 
all  in  a  mere  jefi:  and  innocent  merriment.  Yet  So- 
lomon was  prevailed  upon,  by  the  lady  he  went  with, 
to  refent  this  as  an  affront  on  her  and  himfelf  j 
which  he  did  accordingly,  againft  all  the  rules  of 
reafon,  tafte,  good-nature,  judgment,  gratitude,  or 
common  manners. 

He  will  invite  ffx  or  more  people  of  condition  to 
dine  with  him  on  a  certain  day,  fome  of  them  liv- 
ing five  or  fix  miles  from  town.  On  the  day  ap- 
pointed, he  will  be  abfent,  and  know  nothing  of 
the  matter^  and  they  all  go  back  difappointed :  whea 
he  is  told  of  this,  he  is  pleafed,  becaufe  it  (hews  him 
to  be  a  genius  and  a  man  of  learning. 

Having  lain  many  years  under  the  obloquy  of  a 
high  Tory  and  Jacobite,  upon  the  prefcnt  queen's 
birth-day  he  writ  a  fong,  to  be  performed  before 
[p]  Sec  Vol.  XIV.  [j]  Ibid. 

VcL.XVIi.  C  the 
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the  government  and  thofe  who  attended  them,  in 
prail'e  of  the  queen  and  the  king,  on  the  common 
topicks  of  her  beauty,  wit,  familyj  love  of  England^ 
and  all  other  virtues,  wherein  the  king  and  the 
royal  children  were  (harers.  It  was  very  hard  to 
avoid  the  common  topicks.  A  young  collegian,  who 
had  done  the  fame  job  the  year  before,  got  fome  re- 
putation on  account  of  his  wit :  Solomon  would 
needs  vie  with  him,  by  which  he  loft  all  the  efteem 
of  his  old  friends  the  Tories,  and  got, not  the  leaft 
intereft  with  the  Whigs ;  for  they  are  now  too 
ftronw  to  want  advocates  of  that  kind  ;  and  there- 
fore  one  of  the  lords  juuices,  reading  the  verfes  in 
fome  company,  faid,  "  Ah  !  Dodlor,  this  fhal!  not 
do."  His  name  was  at  length  in  the  tide-pagc;  and 
he  did  this  without  the  knowledge  or  advice  of  one 
living  foul,  as  he  himfelf  confefieth. 

His  full  convidion  of  havino;  aded  wrong  in  an 
hundred  inftances,  leaves  him  as  pofitive  in  the 
next  inftance  as  if  he  had  never  been  mitlaken  in 
his  life  :  and  if  you  go  to  him  the  next  day,  and 
find  him  convinced  in  the  laft,  he  hath  another 
inftance  ready,  wherein  he  is  as  pofitive  as  he  was 
the  day  before. 


A    DIS- 


C   19  ] 
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DISCOURSE 

To  prove  the  Antiquity  of  the 

English   tongue. 

shewing^  from  various  In/!ances,  that  HeereWj 
Greek,  and  Latin,  were  derived  from  the 
English* 

DURING  the  reign  of  parties,  for  about 
forty  years  paft,  k  is  a  melancholy  confidera- 
tion  to  obferve  how  Philology  hath  been  negledlcd, 
which  was  before  the  darling  employment  of  the 
greateft  authors,  from  the  reftoration  of  learning 
in  Europe.  Neither  do  I  remember  it  to  have  been 
cultivated,  fince  the  Revolution,  by  any  one  per- 
fon,  with  great  fuccefs,  except  our  illullrious  mo- 
dern ftar,  Dodor  Richard  Bentley,  with  v/hom 
the  republiclc  of  learning  muft  expire  j  as  mathema- 
ticks  did  with  Sir  Ifaac  Newton.  My  ambition 
hath  been  gradually  attempting,  from  my  early 
y/juth,  to  be  the  holder  of  a  rufli-light  before  that 
great  luminary  ;  which,  at  Icaft,  might  be  of  fome 
little  ufe  during  thofe  fhort  intervals,  while  he  was 
fnuffing  his  candle,  or  peeping  with  it  under  a 
bulhel,  C  2  My 
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My  prefent  attempt  is  to  afTert  the  antiquity  of 
our  Englifli  Tongue ;  which,  as  1  fliall  under- 
take to  prove  by  invincible  arguments,  hath  va- 
ried very  little  for  thefe  tv^'o  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  thirty-four  years  paft.  And  my  proofs  will  be 
drawn  from  etymology ;  wherein  I  fhall  ufe  my 
readers  much  fairer  than  Pezrow,  Skinner,  Vorfti- 
gan,  Bamden,  and  many  other  fuperficial  pretend- 
ers have  done.  For  I  will  put  no  force  upon  the 
words,  nor  defire  any  more  favour  than  to  allow 
for  the  ufual  accidents  of  corruption,  or  the  avoid- 
ing a  cacophonia. 

I  think,  I  can  make  it  manifeft  to  all  impartial 
readers,  that  our  language,  as  we  now  fpeak  it,  was 
originally  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  Jews,  the 
Greeks,  and  the  Romans,  however  corrupted  in 
fucceeding  times  by  a  mixture  of  barbarifms.  I 
ihall  only  produce,  at  prefent,  two  inftances 
among  a  thoufand  from  the  Latin  tongue.  Cloaca, 
which  they  interpret  a  7iccf[fary-houfe,  is  altogether 
an  Englifli  word  ;  the  laft  letter  a  being,  by  the 
miftake  of  fome  fcribe,  transferred  from  the  be^in- 
ning  to  the  end  of  the  word.  In  the  primitive  or- 
thography, it  is  called  a  cloac^  which  had  the  fame 
fignification  ;  and  ftill  continues  fo  at  Edinburgh 
in  Scotland,  where  a  iran  in  a  doac,  or  cloak,  of 
large  circumference  and  length,  carrying  a  conve- 
ni''mt  veflel  under  it,  calls  out,  as  he  goes  through 
the  ftrcets,  lyha  has  need  cf  incf  Whatever  cuf- 
tomer  calls,  the  vefl'cl  is  placed  in  the  corner  of 
the   ilrcet  \    the  cUac^  o?   a    cloak,    furrounds    and 

covers 
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covers  him  j  and  thus  he  is  eafed  with  decency  and 
fecrefy. 

The  fecond  inftance  is  yet  more  remarkable. 
The  Latin  word  Turpis  fignifieth  7iajiy,  or  filthy. 
Now  this  word  Turpis  is  a  plain  compofition  of  two 
Englifli  words ;  only,  by  a  fyncope,  the  laft  letter 
of  the  firft  fyllable,  which  is  J,  is  taken  out  of  the 
middle,  to  prevent  the  jarring  of  three  confonants 
together  ;  And  thefe  two  Englifli  words  exprefs 
the  moft  unfeemly  excrements  that  belong  to 
man. 

But  although  I  could  produce  many  other  exam- 
ples, equally  convincing,  that  the  Hebrews,  the. 
Greeks,  and  the  Romans,  originally  fpoke  the  fame 
language  which  we  do  at  prefent ;  yet  I  have  chofen 
to  confine  myfelf  chiefly  to  the  proper  names  of 
perfons,  becaufe  I  conceive  they  will  be  of  greater 
weight  toconnrm  what  I  advance;  the  ground  and 
reafon  of  thofe  names  being  certainly  owing  to  the 
nature,  or  fomediftinguifhingatSlion  or  quality  in 
thofe  perfons,  and  confequently  exprefTed  in  the 
true  antient  language  of  the  feveral  people. 

I  will  begin  with  the  Grecians,  among  whom 
the  mofl  antient  are  the  great  leaders  on  both  fides 
in  the  fiege  of  Troy;  for  it  is  plain,  from  Homer, 
that  the  Trojans  fpoke  Greek  as  well  as  the  Gre- 
cians. Of  thefe  latter,  Jchilles  was  the  moft  vali- 
ant. This  Hero  was  of  a  reftlefs  unquiet  nature, 
never  giving  himfelf  any  rcpofe  either  in  peace  or 
war ;  and  therefore,  as  Guy  of  Warwick  was  cal- 
led a  Kill-cow,  and  another  terrible  man  a  Kill- 

C  3  devil. 
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devil,  fo  this  General  was  called  J  Kill-eafe,  or 
deftroyer  of  eale  ;  and  at  length,  by  corruption, 
ylchilles. 

HeSlor^  on  the  other  fide,  was  the  braveft 
among  the  Trojans.  He  had  deftroyed  fo  many  of 
the  Greeks,  by  hacking  and  tearing  them,  that  his 
foldiers,  when  they  faw  him  fighting,  would  cry 
out,  *' Now  the  enemy  will  be  hackt^  now  he  will 
*'  be  tore,^^  l\K.  laft,  by  putting  words  both  together, 
this  appellation  was  given  to  their  leader,  under 
the  name  of  Hack-tore ;  and,  for  the  more  com- 
modious founding,  HeSior, 

Diomede^  another  Grecian  captain,  had  the 
boldnefs  to  fight  with  Venus,  and  wound  her; 
whereupon  the  Goddefs,  in  a  rage,  ordered  her  fon 
Cupid  to  make  this  hero  be  hated  by  all  women, 
repeating  it  often  that  he  fhould  die  a  mald\  from 
whence,  by  a  fmall  change  in  orthograph)',  he  was 
called  Dlomede.  And  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the 
ttxm  Maiden-head  \s  frequently,  at  this  very  day, 
applied  tq  perfons  of  either  fex. 

Jjax  was,  In  fame,  the  next  Grecian  general  to 
Achilles.  The  derivation  of  his  name  from  A 
"JakeSy  however  aflerted  by  great  authors,  is,  in 
my  opinion,  very  unworthy  both  of  them  and  of 
the  Hero  hirafplf.  I  have  often  wondered  to  fee 
fuch  learned  men  miftake  in  fo  clear  a  point. 
This  Hero  is  known  to  have  been  a  moft  intempe- 
rate liver,  as  it  is  ufual  with  foldiers;  and,  al- 
though he  were  not  old,  yet,  by  converfing  with 
camp-ftrollers,    he   had   got  pains   in  his   bones, 

which 
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which  he  pretended  to  his  friends  were  only  /^ge" 
aches ;  but  they  telling  the  ftory  about  the  army, 
as  the  vulgar  always  confound  right  pronuncia- 
tion, he  was  afterwards  known  by  no  other  name 
than  Jjax. 

The  next  I  (hall  mention  is  Andromache^  the 
famous  wife  of  Hcdor.  Her  father  was  a  Scotch 
gentleman,  of  a  noble  family  ftill  fubfifting  in  that 
antient  kingdom.  But,  being  a  foreigner  in  Troy, 
to  which  city  he  led  fome  of  his  countrymen  in 
the  defence  of  Priam,  as  Di^ys  Crctenfn  learnedly 
cbferves ;  Hector  fell  in  love  with  his  daughter, 
and  the  father's  name  was  Andrew  Machay.  The 
young  lady  was  called  by  the  fame  name,  only  a 
little  foftened  to  the  Grecian  accent. 

Ajlyanax  was  the  fon  of  Heitor  and  Andro- 
mache. When  Troy  was  taken,  this  young  prince 
had  his  head  cut  off,  and  his  body  thrown  to 
fwlne.  From  this  fatal  accident  he  had  his  name ; 
which  hath,  by  a  peculiar  good  fortune,  been  pre- 
ferved  entire,  AJIy^  an  ax. 

Mars  may  be  mentioned  among  thefe,  becaufe 
he  fought  againft  the  Greeks.  He  was  called  the 
God  of  War ;  and  is  defcribed  as  a  fwearing, 
fwaggering  companion,  and  a  great  giver  of  rude 
language.  For,  when  he  was  angry,  he  would 
cry,  "  Kifs  my  a— fey  Aly  a—fe  in  a  band-box, 
*'  My  a — fe  all  over :"  Which  he  repeated  fo  com- 
monly, that  he  got  the  appellation  of  My  a—fe ; 
and,  by  a  common  abbreviation,  M'ars -,  from 
whence,  by  leaving  out  the  mark  of  elifion,  Alars. 

C  A  And 
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And  this  is  a  ccmmon  practice  amonc^  us  at  pre- 
lent;  as  in  the  v/ords  D'anvers,  D'avenport,  D'an- 
by,  which  are  now  written  Danvers,  Davenport, 
IJanby,  and  many  others. 

The  next  is  Hercules,  otherwife  called  Akides. 
Both  thefe  names  are  Engl  fh,  with  little  altera- 
tion; and  defcribe  the  principal  qualities  of  that 
Hero,  who  was  diftinguifiied  for  being  a  flave  to 
his  miltreires,  and  at  the  fame  time  for  his  great 
ftrength  and  courage.  Omphale,  his  chief  millrefs, 
ufed  to  call  her  lovers  her  ctdUes ;.  and,  becaufe  this 
Hero  was  more  and  longer  fubjecl  to  her  than  any 
other,  he  was  in  a  particular  manner  called  the 
chief  of  her  cullies ;  which,  by  an  eafy  change, 
made  the  word  Hercules.  His  other  name  Alc'ides 
was  given  him  on  account  of  his  prowefs :  For,  in 
fight,  he  ufed  to  ftrike  on  all  fides  \  and  was  allow- 
ed on  all  fides  to  be  the  chief  hero  of  his  age.  For 
one  of  which  reafons,  he  was  called  Allfiules,  or 
Akides ;   but  I  am  inclined  to  favour  the   former 


orinion. 


A  certain  Grecian  youth  was  a  great  imitator 
of  Socrates ;  which  that  philofophcr  obferving, 
with  much  pleafure,  faid  to  his  friends,  "  There 
"  is  an  Ape  a'  mine  owyi  days'^  After  which  the 
voung  man  was  called  Efaminondas,  and  proved  to 
be  the  moft  virtuous  pcrfon,  as  well  as  the  gieateft 
2:eneral  of  his  ase. 

Vcaiegon  was  a  very  obliging  inn-keeper  of 
Troy.  When  a  gutll  v.'as  going  to  take  horfe, 
the  landlord  took  leave  of  them  with  this  compli- 
ment. 


THE  ENGLISH  TONGUE.      25 

inent,  *'  Sir,  I  lliall  be  glad  to  fee  you  call  (j^ain." 
Stran2:ers,  who  knew  not  his  right  name,  caught 
his  iatl  words ;  and  thus,  by  degrees,  that  appel- 
lation prevailed,  and  he  was  known  by  no  other 
name  even  among  his  neighbours. 

Hydra  was  a  great  ferpent,  which  Hercules  flew. 
His  ufual  outward  garment  was  the  raw  hyde  of  a 
lion,  and  this  he  had  on  when  he  attacked  the  fer- 
pent ;  which,  therefore,  took  its  name  from  the 
Ikin  :  The  modefty  of  that  Hero  devolving  the 
honour  of  h  s  viiiory  upon  thev  lion's  ftcin,  calling 
that  enormous  fnake  the  Hyde-raw  ferpent. 

Leda  was  the  mother  of  Caftor  and  Pollux ; 
whom  Jupiter  embracmg  in  the  fhape  of  a  fwan, 
(he  laid  a  couple  of  eggs  j  and  was  therefore  called 
Laid  a,  or  Lcda. 

As  to  Jupiter  himfelf :  Tt  is  well  known  that 
the  ftatues  and  pictures  of  this  Heathen  God,  in 
the  Roman-catholic  countries,  refemble  thofe  of 
St.  Peter,  and  are  often  taken  the  one  for  the 
other.  The  reafon  is  manifeft :  For,  when  the 
emperors  had  eilablifhed  Chriftianity,  the  Heathens 
v/ere- afraid  of  acknowledging  their  heathen  idols 
of  the  chief  God,  and  pretended  it  was  only  a 
ftatue  of  the  Jew  Peter.  And  thus  the  principal 
Heathen  God  came  to  be  called  by  the  antient 
Romans,  with  very  little  alteration,  Jupiter. 

The  Hamadryades  are  reprcfentcd  by  miftaken 
antiquity  as  Nvmphs  of  the  Groves.  But  the  true 
account  is  this :  They  were  women  of  Calabria, 
who  dealt  in  bacon ;  and,  living  near  the  fea-fide, 

ufed 
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ufed  to  pic}{le  their  bacon  iu  falt-water,  and  then 
fet  k  up  to  dry  in  the  fun.  From  whence  they 
"Vj'.ere  properly  called  Ham-a-dry-a-daySy  and,  in 
procefs  of  time,  mif-fpclt  Hamadryaihs, 

Neptune^  the  God  of  the  fea,  had  his  name  from 
the  Tunes  fung  to  him  by  Tritons,  upon  their 
iliells,  every  }ieap  or  7iep  tide.  The  word  is  come 
down  to  us  almoft  uncorrupted,  as  well  as  that  of 
Tritaus^  bis  fcrvants ;  who,  in  order  to  pleafe  their 
maftcr,  ufod  to  try  all  tones^  till  they  could  hit  upon 
that  he  liked. 

j^r'ijhtle  was  a  Peripatetic  philofopher,  who  ufed 
to  infl:ru£l  his  fcholars  while  he  was  walking. 
When  the  lads  were  come,  he  would  arlfe  to  tell 
them  what  he  thought  proper ;  and  was  therefore 
called  jlr'tfe  to  tell.  But  fucceeding  ages,  who  un- 
deri^ood  not  this  etymology,  have,  by  an  abfurd 
ciiange,  made  it  Arifictk. 

Jrijlophanss  was  a  Greek  comedian,  full  of  le- 
vity, and  gave  himfelf  too  much  freedom ;  which 
made  a  graver  people  not  fcruple  to  fay,  that  he 
had  a  great  deal  of  o'lry  fluff  in  his  writings  :  And 
Jhefe  words,  often  repeated,  made  fucceeding 
.ages  denominate  him  Jrijlophanes.  Vide  Rofm. 
Antiq,  l.  iv. 

,  Alexander  the  Great  was  very  fond  of  eggs  road- 
cd  in  hot  afhes.  As  foon  as  his  cooks  heard  he 
Vv'as  come  home  to  dinner  or  fupper,  they  called 
aloud  to  their  under- officer?,  Adl  eggs  wider  tlx 
Grate:  Which,  repeated  every  day  at  noon  and. 
evening,  made  ftrangers  think  it  was  that  prince's 

real 
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real  name,  and  theretore  gave  him  no  t)iher ;  and 
pofterity  hath  been  ever  ilnce  under  the  fame  de- 
iufion. 

Pygmalion  was  a  perfon  of  very  low  ftatiire,  hut 
great  valour ;  which  made  his  townrmen  call  him 
Pygmy  lion :  And  To  it  fllould  be  fpelt ;  although 
the  word  hath  fuffercd  lefs  by  tranfcribers  than 
many  others. 

J 

Archimedes  was  a  mofi:  famous  mathematician. 
His  ftudies  required  much  filence  and  quiet  :  But 
his  wife  having  fevcral  maids,  they  were  always 
difturhing  him  with  their  tattle  or  their  bufinefs; 
which  forced  him  to  come  out  every  now  and  then 
\o  the  ftair-head,  and  cry,  *'  Hark  ye^  maids^  if  you 
*'  will  not  be  quiet,  I  fhali  turn  you  out  of  doors." 
He  repeated  thefe  words,  Hark  ye^  maids^  fo  otter., 
that  the  unlucky  jades,  when  they  found  he  \v;w 
at  his  ftudy,  would  fay,  "  There  is  Hark  ye ^  7nains^ 
"  let  us  fpeak  foftly."  Thus  the  name  went  through 
the  neighbourhood  ;  and,  at  laft,  grew  fo  genera!, 
that  we  are  ignorant  of  that  great  man's  true  r/ame 
to  this  day. 

Straho  was  a  famous  geographer ;  and  to  im- 
prove his  knowledge,  travelled  ever  feveral  coun- 
tries, as  the  writers  of  his  life  inform  us ;  who 
likewife  add,  that  he  afFecled  great  nicety  and 
finery  in  his  cloaths :  From  whence  people  took 
pccafion  to  call  him  the  Strcy  beou\  which  future 
ages  have  pinned  down  upon  him,  very  much  to 
his  diihonour, 

Peloponnefus^ 
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Peloponnefus^  that  famous  Grecian  peninfula, 
got  its  name  from  a  Greek  colony  in  Afia  the  Lefs  ; 
many  of  whom  going  for  trafHclc  thither,  and  find- 
ing that  the  inhabitants  had  but  one  well  in  the 
town  of  *  *  *  *,  from  whence  certain  porters  ufed 
to  carry  the  water  through  the  city  in  great  pails, 
fo  heavy  that  they  were  often  forced  to  fet  them 
down  for  eafej  the  tired  porters,  after  they  had 
fct  down  the  pails,  and  wanted  to  take  them  up 
again,  would  call  for  affiftance  to  thofe  who  were 
neareft,  in  thefe  words,  Pail  «/>,  and  eafe  us.  The 
ftranger  Greeks,  hearing  thefe  words  repeated  a 
thoufand  times  as  they  paffed  the  ftreet,  thought 
the  inhabitants  were  pronouncing  the  name  of 
their  country,  which  made  the  foreign  Greeks  call 
it  Pelopomefus^  a  manifeft  corruption  of  Pail  up, 
and  eafe  us. 

Having  mentioned  fo  many  Grecians  to  prove 
my  hypothefis,  I  fhall  not  tire  the  reader  with  pro- 
ducing an  equal  number  of  Romans,  as  I  might 
eafily  do.     Some  few  will  be  fufficient. 

Ctzfar  was  the  greateft  captain  of  that  empire : 
The  word  ought  to  be  fpelt  Seifer^  becaufe  he 
feifed  on  not  only  moft  of  the  known  world,  but 
even  the  liberties  of  his  own  country :  So  that  a 
more  proper  appellation  could  not  have  been  given 
him. 

Cicero  was  a  poor  fcholar  in  the  univerfity  of 
Athens ^  wherewith  his  enemies  in  Rome  ufed  to 
reproach  him  ;  and,  as  he  pafTed  the  ftreets,  would 

call 
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call  out,  O  Clfer,  Cljer  0 !  A  word  ftill  ufcd  in 
Cambridge,  and  anfwers  to  a  fervitor  in  Oxford. 

Anibal  was  fworn  enemy  of  the  Romans,  and 
gained  many  glorious  victories  over  them.  This 
name  appears,  at  fiift  repeating,  to  be  a  metaphor 
drawn  from  tennis,  exprelTing  a  llcilful  gamefter, 
-who  cz\Mz\i&  any  Ball  t  and  is  veryjulDy  apph'ed 
to  fo  renowned  a  commander.  Navigators  are  led 
into  a  ftrange  millake  upon  this  article.  We  have 
ufually  in  our  fleet  fome  large  men  of  war,  called 
the  Jji'ibal  with  great  propriety,  becaufe  it  is  fo 
flrong  that  it  may  defy  a7iy  ball  from  a  cannon. 
And  fuch  is  the  deplorable  ignorance  of  our  fea- 
men,  that  they  mifcall  it  the  Honey-hall. 

Cartago  was  the  moft  famous  trading  city  in  the 
world  ;  where,  in  every  ftreet,  there  was  many 
a  cart  a  goings  probably  laden  with  merchants  goods. 
Vide  Alexander  ah  JUxandro,  and  Snidas  upon  the 
word  Cartago. 

The  word  Roman  Itfelf  Is  perfedly  Englifli,  like 
other  words  ending  in  ?}tan  or  w^n,  as  Hangman, 
Drayman,  Huntfman,  and  feveral  others.  It  was 
formerly  fpelt  Row- may?,  which  is  the  fame  with 
IFaterrnan.  And  therefore,  when  we  read  of  Jcjla 
(or,  as  it  is  corruptly  fpclt,  Gejla)  Romanorum^  it 
is  to  be  underftood  of  the  rough  manner  of  jejiing 
ufed  by  watermen  ;  who,  upon  the  fides  of  rivers, 
would  row  man  orhim.  This  I  think  is  clear  enoufrh 
to  convince  the  moft  incredulous. 

Mifanthropus  was  the  name  of  an  ill-natured 
man,  which  he  obtained  by  a  cuitom  of  catching  a 

great 
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gieat  number  of  m'lce^  thfen  fhutting  them  up  in  a 
room  and  throwing  a  cat  among  them.  Upon 
vl'inch  his  fellow  citizens  called  himi  Mice  mid 
thraiv  piffs.  The  reader  obferves  how  much  the 
orthography  bath  been  changed  without  altering 
ths  found  :  But  fuch  depravations  we  owe  to  the 
injury  of  time,  and  grofs  ignorance  of  tranfcribersi 

Amorg  the  antients,  fortune- telling  by  the  ftars 
was  a  very  beggarly  trade.  The  profeflbrs  lay 
upon  flraw,  and  their  cabbins  were  covered  with 
the  fame  materials :  Whence  every  one  who  fol- 
lowed that  myftery  was  called  A  liraiv  lodger^  or  a 
lodger  in  ftraw;  but,  in  the  new-fangled  v/ay  of 
Ipelling,  Jjirologcr. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  very  wbrd  Dlpthong  is 
^vhollv  Engllfh.  In  former  times,  fchool-boys  were' 
challifed  with  thongs  fattened  at  the  head  of  a 
Itick.  It  was  obferved  that  young  lads  were  much 
}:uzzled  wilh  fpelling,  and  pronouncing  words 
where  t\vo  vowels  came  together,  and  were  often 
corredlcd  for  their  miftalces  id  that  point.  Uport 
thefe  occafions  the  mafter  would  dip  his  thongs  (as 
wc  now  do  rods)  in  p — ,  which  made  that  difficult 
union  of  vowels  to  be  called  Diptbong. 

Bucephalus^  the  famous  borfe  of  Alexander,  was 
fo  called  becaufe  there  were  many  grooms  em- 
ployed about  him,  vi\\\q\\ fello'vus  were  always/*/^ 
in  their  office  ;  and,  becaufe  the  horfe  had  fo  many 
bufy  fellows  about  him,  it  was  natural  for  thofe  who 
went  to  the  ftabie  to  fay,  "•  Let  us  go  to  the  bufy 
''^  fellows  \^    by   which   they   meant,    t©   fee   that 

prince's 


THE  ENGLISH  TONGUE.      31 

prince's  horfe.  And,  in  procefs  of  time,  thtfe 
words  were  abfurdly  ap[)licd  to  the  animal  itfelf, 
which  was  thenceforth  Itylcd  Bufy  fclhiu:,  and  very 
improperly  Bucephalus. 

I  {hall  now  bring  a  few  proofs  of  the  fame  kind, 
to  convince  my  readers  that  our  Englilh  langua7<j 
wns  well  known  to  the  Jews. 

Mofes^  the  great  leader  of  thofe  people  out  of 
Eeypt,  was  in  propriety  of  fpeech  called  Mew  fcai 
down  in  the  middle,  to  make  a  path  for  the  Ifrael- 
ites. 

Abraham  was  a  perfon  of  ftrong  bones  and 
fmews,  and  a  firm  walker,  wiiich  made  the  people 
fay,  *'  He  was  a  man  (in  the  Scotch  phrafc,  which 
*'  comes  neareft  to  the  old  Saxon)  of  a  bra  ham ;" 
that  is,  of  a  brave  ilrong  ham,  from  whence  he 
acquired  his  name. 

The  man  whom  the  Jews  called  Bahm  was  a 
fhepherd  ;  who,  by  often  crying  Ba  to  his  lamii, 
was  therefore  called  Baala7nb^  or  BaloTti. 

Ifaac  is  nothing  elle  but  E}is  ake  ;  becaufe  the 
Talmudifts  report  that  he  had  a  pain  in  his  eyes. 
Vide  Ben  gor'ion  and  the  Targum  on  Genefis. 

Thus  I  hav€  manifcftly  proved,  that  the  Creeks, 
the  Romans,  and  the  Jews,  fpoke  the  language 
we  now  do  in  England  ;  which  is  an  honour  to 
our  country  that  I  thought  proper  to  fet  in  a  true 
ligh-,  and  yet  hath  not  been  done,  as  I  have  heard, 
by  any  other  writer. 

And  thus  I  have  ventured  (perhaps  too  temera- 
rioufly)     to    contribute   my    mite    to    the    learned 

world  i 
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world  ;  from  whofe  candour,  if  I  may  hope  to  re- 
ceive fome  approbation,  it  may  probably  give  iiic 
encouragement  to  proceed  on  lome  other  fpeculati- 
ons,  if  pofTible,  of  greater  importance  than  what  I 
now  offer ;  and  which  have  been  the  labour  of 
many  years,  as  well  as  of  conftant  watchings,  that 
I  might  be  ufeful  to  mankind,  and  particularly  to 
mine  own  country. 


A   LET. 


LETTER, 

Giving  an  ACCOUNT  of 

A  PESTILENT  NEIGHBOUR. 

Sir, 

YO  U  muft  give  me  leave  to  complain  of  a 
pejiilent  fellow  in  my  neighbourhood,  who  is 
always  beating  mortar;  yet  I  cannot  find  he  ever 
builds.  In  talking,  he  ufeth  fuch  hard  words,  that 
I  want  a  Drugger-man  to  interpret  them.  But  all 
is  not  gold  that  glijiers,  A  pot  he  carries  to  moft 
houfes  where  he  vifits.  He  makes  his  prentice  his 
gally-HdiWc.  I  wifli  our  lane  were  purged  of  him. 
Yet  he  pretends  to  be  a  cordial  man.  Y.\ try  fpring 
his  fhop  his  crouded  with  country-folks ;  who,  by 
their  leaves^  in  my  opinion,  help  him  to  do  a  great 
deal  of  mifchief.  He  is  full  of  fcruples ;  and  fo 
very  litigious,  that  hejiles  bills  againft  all  his  ac- 
quaintance:  and,  though  he  be  much  troubled  witli 
the  fimples^  yet  I  afiure  you  he  is  a  Jefuitical  dog  , 
as  you  may  know  by  his  bark.  Of  all  poetry  he 
loves  the  dram-a-tick  beft.     I  am,  ^c. 

Vol.  XVU.  ©  A   L  E  T- 


A  LETTER 

TO     THE 

EARL    OF    PEMBROKE. 

My  Lord,  1709^  at  a  Conje(5ture. 

IT  is  now  a  good  while  fince  I  refolved  to  take 
fome  occafion  of  congratulating  with  your  lord- 
fliip,  and  condoling  with  the  publick,  upon  your 
lordfhip's  leaving  the  admiralty  j  and  1  thought  I 
could  never  chufe  a  better  time,  than  when  I  am 
in  the  country  with  my  lord  bifnop  of  Clogher  and 
his  brother  the  do£lor  [«]  :  For  we  pretend  to  a 
triumvirate  of  as  humble  fervants  and  true  admirers 
of  your  lordfhip,  as  any  you  have  in  both  iHands. 
You  may  call  them  a  triumvirate ;  for,  if  you 
pleafe  to  try-urn^  they  will  'vie  with  the  befl,  and 
are  of  the  firft  rate^  though  they  are  not  7nen  cf 
war,  but  men  of  the  church.  To  fay  the  truth,  it 
was  a  pity  your  lordfnip  fnould  be  confined  to  the 
Fleet,  when  you  are  not  in  debt.  Though  your 
lordfliip  is  caji  avjay,  you  are  not  funk ;  nor  ever 
will  be,  fince  nothing  is  out  of  your  lordfliip's 
depth.  Dr.  j^ftje  fays,  it  is  but  juftice  that  your 
lordfuip,  who  is  a  man  of  letters,  {hould  be  placed 
upon  x\\G  poji-office  ',  and  my  lord  bifliop  adds,  that 
he  hopes  to  fee  your  lordihip  toft  from  that  po/i  to 
be  a  pillar  of  ftate  again  ;  which  he  dcfired  I  would 
put  in  by  way  of  Pqjifcript.  I  am. 

My  Lord,  iffc. 

[r]   D&^i&r  Si,  Gitrvf  Ap^e, 

A    LET- 


LETTER 

TO    T  ii  E 

EARL    OF    PEMBROKE. 

Pretended  to  be  the  Dying  Speech  of  Tom  AsHr:, 
whofe  Brother,  the  Reverend  Dillon  Ashe;" 
was  nicknanied  Dilly  [o]. 

[Given  to  Dr.  A'Ionsey  by  Sir  Andrew  Foun- 
tain', and  communicated  to  the  Editor  of  thefe 
Volumes  by  that  ingenious,  learned,  and  very 
obliging  Gentleman.] 

TOM  ASHE   died  laft  night.      It  is  con- 
ceived he  was  fo  puffed  up  by  my  lord  lieute- 
nant's favour^  that  it  ftruck.  him   into  a  fever.     I 

[#]  Thoriai  Ajhe,  Bfq  ;  defcended  iiom  aii  ancient  family  of  that 
name  in  frUrfhire,  was  a  gentleman  of  fortune  in  IreLmJ.  He  was  a 
facetious  pleaf.int  companion,  but  the  moft  eternal  unwiaricd  punftdr 
that  ever  lived.  He  was  thick  and  Ihort  in  his  perfon,  being  not 
above  five  feet  high  at  the  moft,  wid  had  fomething  very  droll  in  his 
appearance.  He  died  about  the  year  1719,  and  left  his  w  hole  eftalc, 
of  about  a  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  to  his  intimate  friend  and  k-infmSn 
Richard  Apir,  o\  y4jhejielA,  Efq.  There  is  a  whimfical  ftory,  and  a 
very  true  one,  of  'iom  Ajhe,   which  is   well    rcmctnbored  to  this  day. 

D    2  here 
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here  fend  you  his  dying  fpeech,  as  it  was  exa(3:ly 
taken  by  a  friend  in  ftiort-hand.  It  is  fomething 
lono,  and  a  little  incoherent ;  but  he  was  feveral 
hours  delivering  it,  and  with  feveral  intervals. 
His  friends  were  about  the  bed,  and  he  fpoke  t» 
them  thus : 

My  Friends, 

IT  is  time  for  a  man  to  look  grave  when  he 
has  one  foot  there.  I  once  had  only  a  punmc 
fear  of  death,  but,  of  late,  1  have  /)««Jred  it  more 
ferioufly.  Every  fit  of  coffing  hath  put  me  in  mind 
of  my  coffin  j  though  dijjolute  men  feldomeft  think 
of  dljjolution.  This  is  a  very  great  alteration  :  I, 
that  fupported  myfclf  with  good  iviney  muft  now 
be  myfelf  fupported  by  a  finallbler. A  fortune- 
teller once  looked  on  my  hand,  and  faid.  This 
man  is  to  be  a  great  traveller  ;  he  will  foon  be  at 

It  happened,  that,  while  he  was  travelling  on  horfe-back,  and  at  a 
canfiderable  diftance  from  aiiy  town,  there  burtt  from  the  clouds  fuch 
t  torrent  of  rain  as  wetted  him  through.  He  galloped  forward  j  and,  as 
foon  as  he  came  to  an  inn,  he  was  me:  inftanily  by  a  drawer  :  "  Here," 
fiiid  he  to  the  t'ellow,  ftretchingout  one  of  his  arms,  "  Take  off  my 
"coat  immediately."  "  No,  Sir,  I  won't,"  faid  the  drawer. 
*'  Pox  confound  you,"  faid  ylpe,  "  take  off  my  coat  this  inftant." 
*<  No,  Sir,  (replied  the  drawer)  I  dare  not  take  off  your  coat  j  for 
*'  it  i»  felony  to  ftrip  an  Ash."  Ttm  was  delighted  beyond  meafure, 
frequently  told  the  ftory,  and  faid  he  would  have  given  fifty  guincM 
to  have  been  the  author  of  that  pun.  This  little  tra£l  of  Dr.  Swiff  Sy 
intituled,  I'be  Dying  fiords  of  Tom  Aflie,  was  written  feveral  years 
before  the  deceafe  of  Tom,  and  v/as  merely  defigned  to  e«hibit  tli« 
manner  in  which  fuch  an  rttrniil  punfltv  might  have  exprefiei  himlirif 
•»  hit  (ieath«bc(l. 

the 
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the  Diet  of  If-'ormSy  and  from  thence  go  to  Rntls- 
bane.  But  now  I  underftand  his  double  mean- 
ing.— Idehrctobe  privately  buried^  for  1  think  a 
public  funeral  looks  like  Bury  fair  ;  and  the  rita 
of  the  dead  too  often  prove  vorong  to  the  living. 
Methinks  the  world  itfelfbctt  cxprcfles  the  number, 
iieiiher /<?tf  nir  all. — A  dying  m.m  fhoulJ  not  think. 
oi obfequicSy  but  ob  fe  quies — Little  did  I  think  you 
would  fo  foon  fee  poor  Tomjioiun  under  a  totnbjhne. 
But  as  the  vioJe  crumbles  the  riold  about  her,  fo  a 
man  of  my  im:\\\  moldy  before  I  am  old,  may  mclder 
away. — S  )nietimes  I've  r^yVthatl  fliould  revise  ^ 
but  phytkians  tell  me,  that,  when  once  the  great 
artery  has  drawn  the  heart  avury^  we  (h.iU  find  the 
cor  di  ally  in  fpite  of  all  the  higheft  cordial. — Dro- 
thcr,  yoii  are  fond  of  Daff/s  elixir  ;  but,  when 
death  comes,  the  world  will  fee  that,  in  I'pite  of 
Daffy  down  di!ly[o]. — Whatever  d.-6tors  may  deylgn 
by  dieir  medicinesy  a  man  in  a  dropjy  drops  he  not, 
in  f^ite  of  Goddard's  dropSy  though  none  arc  reck- 
oned fuch    high   drops? 1  find  death  fmells   the 

blood  of  an  Englilliman  :  h  fee  fa\\\t\y  fii7n\)\c<\  ont 
will  be  a  weak  defene  againit  hi^  fee  fa-fum.-' 
P  .  T.  are  no  letters  in  death's  alphabet ;  be  has  not 
half  a  h^t  of  either  :  He  moves  his  Jitbe,  but  will  not 
be  moved  by'all  o\xx  Jighs. — Every  t.iing  ought  to 
put  us  in  mind  of  death  :  Piiyhcians  alHrm  that 
our  very  food  breeds  it  in  us ;  fo  th.it,  in 
our  dicthigy  we  may  be  faid  to  di  eating. — There  is 
fomething  ominous,  not  only  in  the  names  of  dif- 
eafes,  as  Ji-arrhsa,  <-//- abates,   i/Z-fenttry,  but  even 

[e]  A  nickname  of  Tarn  Ajkti  brotlwr. 

D   3  in 
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in  the  drugs  dcfigncd  to  preferve  our  lives ;  as 
<7/-acoclium,  ^yZ-apente,  ^z-afcordium. — I  perceive 
Dr.  Hoivard  (and  I  feel  how  hard)  lay  thumb  on 
my  pulfey  then  pulls  it  back,  as  if  he  faw  Lethum 
in  my  face.  I  fee  as  bad  in  his  ;  for  fure  there  is 
no  1>^yyfic  like  2.fick  phiz.  He  thinks  1  (hall  deceafe 
before  the  day  ceafe  ;  but,  before  I  die,  before  the 
bell  hath  toll'dy  and  Tom  Tollman  is  told  that  little 
Totity  though  not  old^  has  paid  nature's  tolly  I  do 
defire  to  ^ive  fome  advice  to  thofc  that  furvive  me. 
Firft,  Let  gamcftcrs  confider  that  death  is  hazard 
and  pojjagcy  upon  the  turn  of  a  die.  Let  lawyers 
confider  it  is  a  hard  cafe.  And  let  punncrs  confi- 
dcr  how  hard  it  is  to  die  jelling  when  death  is  {o 
hard  in  digefting. 

As  for  my  lord-lieutenant  the  earl  o^Mungomerry^ 
I  am  fure  he  he-wales  my  misfortune  ;  and  it  would 
move  him  to  (land  by,  when  the  carpenter  (while 
my  friends  grieve  and  make  an  odd  fplutter)  nails 
up  my  coffin.  I  will  make  a  fliort  <7^i^i'/-t,  that, 
if  he  makes  my  epitaph  I  will  take  it  for  a  great 
honour  ;  and  it  is  a  plentiful  fubjeft.  His  excel- 
lency may  fay,  that  the  art  of  punning  is  dead 
with  Tcm.     Tom  has  taken  all  punsa  way  with  him. 

Omnetuiit  pun-Tom. May  his    excellency  long 

live  tenant  to  the  queen  in  Ireland.  We  never 
Her  herd  fo  good  a  governor  before.  Sure  he 
mun-go-merry  home,  that  has  made  a  kingdom  fo 
happy. — I  hear,  my  friends  defign  to  publifh  a  col- 
lc»ftion  of  my  puns.  Now  I  do  confefs,  I  have 
"let  m.iny  a  pun  go^  which  did  never  pu»go ;  there- 
fore 
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fore  the  world  muft  read  the  bad  as  well  as  the  goo  J. 

Virgil  has  long  foretold  it :   Punica  main  lejes. 1 

have  had  fcveral  fore-bodings  that  I-{houId  -foon 
die  :  I    have,  of  late,   been   often    at  committees, 

where  I    have  fat    de  die  in  diem. 1  converfcd 

much  with  xhzUfoeroi  the  black  rod:  I  faw  his 
7nedals ;  and  woe  is  me  dull  fo\i\^  not  to  confidcr 
they  are  but  dead  mens  fzccsjlampt  over  and  over 
by  the  living,  which  will  fhortly  be  my  con- 
dition. 

Tell  Sir  Anthony  Fountain  I  ran  clear  to  the 
lottom^  and  wifli  he  may  be  a  late  a  river  where  I 
am  going.  He  ufed  to  brook  compliments.  May 
his  fand  be  long  a  running  ;  not  quickfand,  like 
mine.  Bid  him  avoid  poring  upon  monuments  and 
books,  which  is  in  reality  but  running  among  rods 
and  Jbelves^  to /lop  his  courfe.  May  his  waters  nQ- 
ver  be  troubled  with  7?iitd  or  gravely  nor Jlopt  by  any 
grinding  /lone.  M.iy  his  friends  be  all  true  trouts^ 
and  his  enemies  laid  as  flat  zsjiiunders.  I  look  upon 
him  as  the  mod  pient  of  his  race -,  therefore  let 
him  not  defpond.  I  forefee  his  black  rod  will  ad- 
vancc  to  a  pike,  and  deftroy  all  our  ills. 

But,  I  am  going  ;  my  wind  in  lungs  is  turning 
to  z  winding  fheet.  The  thoughts  of  rt/)^// begin 
to  a  pall  me.  Life  is  but  a  vapour  y  car  elle  vapour 
la  moindre  caufe.  Farewell  :  I  have  lived  ad  amico- 
xwm  fajiidinm,  and  now  behold  how  fajl  I  di  urn! 

Here  his  breath  failed  him,  and  he  expired. 
There  are  fome  falfe  fpellings  here  and  there  j 
biii  they  muft  be  pardoned  in  a  dying  man. 

D  4  A.  L  E  T- 


LETTER 

T  O     T  H  E 

KING      AT      ARMS, 

(From  a  reputed  E  s  qjj  i  r  e,    one  of  the 
Subscribers  to  the  BAN  K). 

SIR,  November  i8,    1721. 

IN  a  late  printed  paper,  containing  fome  notes 
and  queries  upon  that  lift  of  the  fubfcribers 
names,  which  was  publifhed  by  order  of  the  com- 
miflicncrs  for  receiving  fubfcriptions,  I  find  feme 
hiiUs  and  innuendos  that  would  feem  to  inlinuatc, 
as  if  1  and  fome  others  were  only  rt'^«/^<5^  efquires; 
and  our  cafe  is  referred  to  you,  in  your  kingly 
capacity.  I  dtfire  you  will  pleafe  to  let  me  know 
the  lowcft  price  of  a  real  cfquire's  coat  of  arms  : 
and,  if  we  can  agree,  I  will  give  my  bond  to  pay 
you  out  of  the  firft  intertft  I  receive  for  my  fub- 
ftription  ;  btcaufe  things  are  a  little  low  with  me 
at  prclent,  by  throwing  my  whole  fortune  into  the 
bank,  having  fubfcribed  for  five  hundred  pounds 
flvrliiig. 

I  hope  you  will   not  qucftion  my  pretenfions  to 

this  title,    when   I   let  you  know   that  my  god- 

6  father 
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father  was  a  juftice  of  peace,  and  1  myfelf  have 
been  often  a  keeper  of  it.  ,  My  father  was  .1  leader 
and  commander  of  horfe,  in  which  poll  he  rode 
before  the  greateft  lords  of  the  bnd  ;  and,  in  lono- 
marches,  he  alone  prefided  over  the  baggage,  ad- 
vancing dircflly  before  it.  My  mother  kept  open 
houfe  in  Dublin^  where  feveral  hundreds  were  fup- 
ported  with  meat  and  drink,  bought  at  her  own 
charge,  or  witii  her  perfonal  credif,  until  fome  en- 
yious  brewers  and  butchers  forced  her  to  retire. 

As  to  myfelf,  I  have  been,  for  fcrveral  years,  a 
/cot-officer;  and  it  was  my  chaige  to  guard  the 
carriages,  behind  which  I  was  commanded  to  {lick 
clofe,  that  they  might  not  be  attacked  in  the  rear. 
I  have  had  the  honour  to  be  a  favourite  of  feveral 
fine,  ladies;  who  each  of  them,  at  different  times, 
gave  me  fuch  coloured  knots  and  public  marks  of 
^^iflin<flion,  that  every  one  knew  which  of  them  it 
was  to  wheal  I  paid  my  addrels.  They  would  not 
go  into  their  coach  without  me,  nor  willingly 
drink  unlcfs  I  gave  them  the  glafs  with  my  own 
hand.  Tticy  allowed  mc  to  call  them  my  Mil- 
trelTes,  and  owned  that  title  publicly.  I  have 
been  told,  that  the  true  ancient  employment  of  a 
Squire  was  to  carry  a  Knight's  fl:jield,  painted  with 
his  coK'urs  and  coat  of  arms.  This  is  what  1  have 
witnell'es  to  produce  that  I  have  often  done;  not 
indeed  in  a  fiiicld,  like  my  predcceflors,  but  that 
which  is  full  as  good,  I  have  canied  the  colouis 
of  a  Knight  upon  my  coat.  I  have  liktvyife  boine 
the  King's  Arms  in  my  hand,  as  a  mark  of  au- 

iboritv  i 
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thority  ;  and  hung  them  painted  before  my  dwel- 
ling-houfc,  as  a  mark  of  my  calling  :  So  that  I 
may  truly  fay,  his  Majefty's  Arms  have  been  my 
Afppoiters.  I  have  been  a  ftricl:  and  conftant  fol- 
lower of  men  of  quality  ;  I  have  diligently  purfued 
the  flcps  of  feveral  Squires,  and  am  able  to  behave 
myfclf  as  well  as  the  beft  of  them,  whenever  there 
ihall  be  occafion. 

I  dcfire  it  may  be  no  difadvantage  to  mc,  that, 
bv  the  new  a£l  of  parliament  going  to  pafs  for 
preferring  the  game,  I  am  not  yet  qualified  to  keep 
a  greyhound.  Ifthisfhould  be  the  teftof  Squirehood, 
it  will  go  hard  with  a  great  number  of  my  frater- 
nity, as  well  as  myfelf,  who  mud  all  be  unfquired, 
bccaufe  a  greyhound  will  not  be  allowed  to  keep 
us  company ;  and  it  is  well  known  I  have  been  a 
companion  to  his  betters.  What  has  a  greyhound 
to  do  with  a  Squircfliip  ?  Might  not  I  be  a  real 
Squire,  although  rhere  was  no  fuch  thing  as  a 
greyhound  in  the  world  ?  Pray  tell  me,  Sir,  are 
greyhounds  to  be  from  henceforth  the  fupporters 
of  every  Squire's  coat  of  arms  ?  Although  I  cannot 
keep  a  greyhound,  may  not  a  greyhound  help  to 
keep  me  ?  May  not  I  have  an  order  from  the  Go- 
vernors of  the  Bank  to  keep  a  greyhound,  with  a 
ven  ch.iante  to  «hc  a£t  of  parliaiiicnr,  as  -well  as 
they  h.'.ve  created  a  }*aiik  againlt  the  votes  of  the 
t\*«)  Houfis?  J}iit,  hnwcver,  this  difficulty  will 
ionn  be  overcome.  1  am  promifed  125/.  a  year 
lor  hibicribing  500/.  ;  and,  of  this  50c/.  I  am  to 
pay   in   only   25/.   ready   monev :    The   governor? 

•  '  '  ^         w;i-» 
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will  truft  me  for  the  reft,  and  pay  themfelves  out 
of  the  intcreft  by  25/.  per  cent.  So  that  I  intend 
to  receive  only  40/.  a  year,  to  qualify  me  for 
keeping  my  family  and  a  greyhound,  and  let  the 
remaining  85/.  go  on  'till  it  makes  500/.  then 
1000/.  then  10,000/.  then  ioG,ooo/.  then  a  mil- 
lion, and  fo  forwards.  This,  I  think,  is  much 
better  (betwixt  you  and  me)  then  keeping  fairs, 
and  buying  and  felling  bullocks ;  by  which  I  find, 
from  experience,  that  little  is  to  be  gotten,  in  thcfe 
hard  times.    I  am, 

S  I  R, 

Your  Friend,  and 

Servant  to  command,  •»• 

A.  B.  EsQiTjRE. 

Pojlfcrlpt.  I  hope  you  will  favourably  reprefent 
my  cafe  to  the  publifher  of  the  Paper  above-men- 
tioned. 

Diredl  your  letter  for  ^.  B.  Efquirey  at  —  in  — ; 
and,  pray,  get  fome  parliament-man  to  frank  it, 
for  it  will  coft  a  groat  poftage  to  this  place. 


A    LET 


LETTER 

T    O 

Mrs.  SUSANNA  NEVILLE  [a], 

June  24,   1732. 
Madam, 

IW  I  L  L  not  trouble  you  with  any   grave  ta- 
phicks,  left  I  (hould  difcurmode  you ;  but  rather 
write  in  2^  farmiiiar  znd  jo cojio us  way. 

You  muft  know  then,  1  was  the  other  night  at 
Mrs.  Tattle's,  and  Mrs.  Rattle  caree  in  to  drink 
fotnc  jocuif  with  us,  upon  which  they  fell  into  a 
nargiment  dhout  the  beft  mufidonen  in  town:  At 
lift.  Rattle,  told  Tattle,  that  file  did  not  know 
the  difrcnce  between  a  fong  and  a  tympany.  They 
w'ere  going  to  defer  the  matter  to  me;  but  I  faid 
that,  when  people  difputed,  it  was  my  way  always 
to  (land  muter.  You  ^  would  have  thought  they 
were  both  intojilcated  with  liquor,  if  you  had  {^cn 
them  fo  hill  of  outrageoufnefs.  However  Airs. 
Tattle,  as  being  a  very  t'lmberfome  woman,  yielded 
to  Rattle,  and  there  wds  an  end  of  the  difputC' 
nyint.^-l  wonder  you  do  not  honour  me  fometimes 
with  your  company.  If  1  m)felf  be  no  mtroduce' 
mtntf  my   garden,    which   has   a   fine   rtrjal  look, 

[•]  Tixii  kntr  h  fiftitiou!^  and  was  written  by  Dr.  Sbir'uian. 
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ought  to  be  one.     My  Tommy  would  be  glad  to 
fee  you  before  he  goes  for  England,  and  fo  would 
I ;  for  I  am  refolved  to  take  the  tower  of  London 
before  I  return.     VVe  intend   to  go  to  Norfolk  or 
Suffolk,  to  fee  a  clergyman,  a  near  coufm  of  ours. 
Xhey  fay  that  he  is  an  admiral  good  man,  and  very 
horfpital  in  his  own  houfe.     I  am  determd^  when 
this  vege  is  over,  never  to  fet  my  foot  in  a  ftagc- 
coach  again  ;  for  the  jolting  of  it  has  put  my  blcod 
into  fuch  2,  firmament ^  that  1   have  been  in   an  tgt 
ever  fince,  and  have  loft  my  nappitite  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree that  I  have  not  eaten  a  manfton  of  bread,   put 
all  together,  thefe  fix  weeks  paft.     They  allow  me 
to   eat   nothing   at   night    but    blanchius   manjhiusy 
which  has  made  a  pcrfe£l  notomy  of  me ;  and  my 
fpirits  are  fo  extortedy  that  I  am  in  a  perfedt  litur- 
gy \  for  which  I  am  refolved  to  take  Tome  rubrick, 
although  the  doctors  advife  me  to  drink  burgomy. 
And  what  do  you  think  ?  when  I  went  to  my  cel- 
lar for  a  flafk,  I  found  that  my  fervants  had  im- 
beUiJhed  it  all ;    for  which  I  am  refolved  to  give 
them  fome  hippokockcney  to  bring  it  up  again. — 
.  I  fear  that  I  have  been  top  turbnUnt  in  this  long 
and  tedious  crawl -j  which  I  hope  you  will  cxcuic 
from 

Your  very  humble  ferrant, 

MARY  HOWE. 

O  N 


ON    BARBAROUS 

DENOMINATIONS 

I   N 

IRELAND. 

S   I  R, 

IH  A  V  E  been  lately  looking  over  the  adver* 
tifcments  in  feme  of  your  Dublin  news-papers, 
which  arc  fent  me  to  the  country,  and  was  much 
entertained  with  a  large  lift  of  denorhinations  of 
lands,  to  be  fold  or  let.  I  am  confident  they  muft 
be  genuine  ;  for  it  is  impoflible  that  either  chance, 
or  modcTi  invention,  could  fort  the  alphabet  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  to  make  thofe  abominable 
founds  ;  whether  firft  invented  to  invoke,  or  fright 
away  the  Devil,  I  muft  leave  among  the  curious.' 
If  I  could  wonder  at  any  thing  barbarous,  ridi- 
culous, or  abfurd  among  us,  this  fliould  be  one  of 
the  firlh  I  have  often  lamented  that  Agricola,  the 
Father-in-law  of  Tacltits^  was  not  prevailed  on  by 
that  petty  king  from  Ireland^  who  followed  his 
camp,  to  come  over  and  civilize  us  with  a  con- 
queft,  as  his  countrymen  did  Brita'triy  where  fe- 
vcral  Roman  appellations  remain  to  this  day  ;  and 
io  would  the  reft  have  done,  if  that  inundation  of 
Jr.gUi^  Saxo)n^  and  other  northern  people,  had  not 
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changed  them  fo  much  for  the  worfe,  although 
in  no  comparifon  with  ours.  In  one  of  the  ad- 
vercifements  juft  mentioned,  I  encountered  near  a 
hundred  words  together,  which  I  defy  any  crea- 
ture in  human  fhape,  except  an  IrifimMu  of  the 
favage  kind,  to  pronounce ;  neither  would  I  un- 
dertake fuch  a  tafl:,  to  be  owner  of  the  lands,  uii- 
lefs  I  had  liberty  to  humanize  the  fyllables  twenty 
miles  round.  The  Legiflature  may  think  what 
they  pleafe,  and  that  they  are  above  copying  the 
Romans  in  all  their  conquefts  of  barbarous  nations  ; 
but  I  am  deceived,  if  any  thing  hath  more  contri- 
buted to  prevent  the  Irifi  from  being  tamed,  than 
this  encouragement  of  their  language,  which  might 
eafily  be  abolilhed,  and  become  a  dead  one  in  half 
an  age,  with  little  expencc,  and  lefs  trouble. 

How  is  it  poflible  that  a  gentleman,  who  lives 
in  thofe  parts,  where  the  Tozvn-lundi  (as  they  call 
them)  of  his  eftate  produce  fuch  odious  founds 
from  the  mouth,  the  throat,  and  the  nofe,  can  be 
able  to  repeat  the  words,  without  diflocating  every 
mufcle  that  is  ufed  in  fpeaking,  and  without  ap- 
plying the  fame  tone  to  all  other  words,  in  every 
language  he  underftands  :  As  it  is  plainly  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  not  only  in  thofe  people,  of  the  better  fort, 
who  live  in  Galloway  and  the  IVejlern  parts,  but  in 
moft  counties  of  Ireland  ? 

It  is  true,  that,  in  the  city- part  of  London^  the 
trading  people  have  an  afreiSted  manner  of  pro- 
nouncing; and  fo,  in  my  time,  had  many  ladic» 
and  coxcombs  at  court.     It  is  likevvifc  true,  that 

theio 
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there  is  an  odd  provincial  cant  in  moft  counties  in 
England^  fomctimes  not  very  pleafing  to  the  ear  : 
and  the  Scotch  cadence,  as  well  as  expreflifm,  are 
offenfive  enough.  But  none  ot  thefe  defedls  derive 
conte-Tipt  to  the  fpeaker  ;  whereas,  what  we  call 
the  Irijh  Brogue  is  no  fooner  difcoVcred,  than  it 
makes  the  dtliverer,  in  the  laft  degree,  ridiculous 
and  defpifcd  ;  and,  from  fuch  a  mouth,  an  Eng- 
UJhman  expects  nothing  but  bulls,  blunders,  and 
follies.  Neither  does  it  avail  whether  the  cenfure 
be  reafonable  or  not,  fince  the  fa6i'  is  always  fo. 
Ai.d,  what  is  yet  worfe,  it  is  too  well  known  that 
the  bad  confcquence  of  this  opinion  afFeils  thofe 
among  us  who  are  not  the  leaft  liable  to  fuch  re- 
proaches, further  than  the  misfortune  of  being  born 
in  Ireland,  although  of  Englijh  parents,  and  whofc 
education  hath  been  chiefly  in  that  kingdom. 

I  have  heard  many  gentlemen,  among  us,  talk 
much  of  the  great  convenience  to  thofe  who  live 
in  ihe  country,  that  they  fhould  fpeak  Irifn.  It 
may  poffibly  be  fo :  but,  I  think,  they  (hould  be 
fuch  who  never  intend  to  vifit  Ejigland^  upon  pain 
of  being  ridiculous.  For  I  do  not  remember  to 
have  heard  of  any  one  man  that  fpoke  Ir'ijh,  who 
had  not  the  accent  upon  his  tongue,  eafily  difcerni- 
blc  to  any  Engl'ijh  ear. 

But  I  have  wandered  a  little  from  my  fubjedl, 
which  was  only  to  propofe  a  wifh,  that  thefe  exe- 
crable denominations  were  a  little  better  fuited  to 
an  EngUfl)  mouth,  if  it  were  only  for  the  fake  of 
the  Englijh  lawyers  j   who,  in  trials  upon  appeals 
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tb  the  Hoiife  of  Lords,  find  Co  much  difficulty  iri 
repeating  the  names,  that,   if  the  phiintiff  or  de- 
fendant were  by,  they  would  never  be  able  to  dif- 
cover   which   were   their   own    lands.      But,    be- 
lides  this,  I  would  defircj  not  only  that  the  appel- 
lations of  what  they  call  Town-lands  were  changed, 
butlilcev/ife  of  larger  diftrirls,  and  feveral  towns, 
and    feme  counties  j   and  particularly  the  feats  of 
country-gentlemen,    leaving  an  alins   to   folvc '<iU 
difficulties  in  point  of  law.     But  I  would  by  no 
means  truft  thefe  alterations  to  the  owners  them- 
felves  J  who,  as  they  are  generally  no  great  clerks, 
(o   they   feem  to   have  no   large  vocabulary  about 
them,  nor  to  be  well  fkilled  in  profody.     The  ut- 
moft  e^itent  of  their  genius   lies  in  naming  their 
country-habitation  by  a  hill,  a  mount,  a  brook,  a 
burrough,   a  caftle,  a  bawn,  a  ford,  and  the  like 
ingenious    cohceits.     Yet    thefe   are   exceeded   by 
others,  whereof  fome  have  continued  anagramma- 
tical   appellations,  from  half  their  own  and  theif 
wives  names  joined  together,  others  only  from  the 
lady.     As,    for   inftance,    a   perfon,    \vhofe   wife's 
,    name  was  Elizibeth,  calls  his  feat  by  the  name  of 
Befs-borow.     There    is    likewife   a   famous    town, 
where  the  worft  iron  in  the  kingdom  is  made,  and 
it  is  called  StViiudlingbcir.     The  original  of  which 
name  1  fliall  explain,  left  the  antiquaries  of  future 
ages  might  be   at  a   \oU  to  derive   it.     It   was  a 
inoft  witty  conceit  of  four  gentlemen,  who  ruined 
themfelvcs  with  this  iron- project.     Sm.  (lands  tor 
Vol.  XVn.  E  -S^^'? 
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Siuifty  Jnd.  for  Sanders^  Ling,  for  Dnrlingy  and 
Bar.  for  Barry.  Methinks  I  fee  the  four  logger- 
heads fitting  in  confult,  like  SmeSIymnuSy  each 
gravely  contributing  a  part  of  his  own  name  to 
make  up  one  for  their  place  in  the  iron -work  j  and 
could  wifli  they  had  been  hanged,  as  well  as  un- 
done, for  their  wit.  But  I  was  moft  pleafed  with 
the  denomination  of  a  town  land,  which  I  lately 
faw  in  an  advertifement  of  Pue's  paper  :  "  This 
*'  is  to  give  notice,  that  the  lands  of  Douras^ 
'*  alias  WniQ-boroiVy  &c."  Now  this  zealous 
proprietor,  having  a  mind  to  record  his  principles 
in  religion  or  loyalty  to  future  ages,  within  five 
miles  round  him,  for  want  of  other  merit,  thought 
f.t  to  make  ufe  of  this  expedient ;  wherein  he 
feems  to  miflake  his  account:  For  this  diflin- 
jruifhin?:  term  IVhin'  had  a  mod  infamous  oriyi- 
nal,  denoting  a  man  who  favoured  the  Fanatic 
fecSV,  and  an  enemy  to  kings,  and  fo  continued 
'till  the  idea  was  a  little  foftened,  fome  years  after 
the  Revolution,  and  during  a  part  of  her  late  ma- 
jtity's  reign.  After  which  it  was  in  difgrace  until 
the  queen's  death  :  fince  which  time  it  hath,  in- 
deed, flourilhcd  with  a  vvitnefs  :  but  how  long  it 
will  continue  fo,  in  our  variable  fcene,  or  what 
kind  of  mortal  it  may  defcribe,  is  a  queftion  which 
this  courtly  landlord  is  not  able  to  anfwcr.  And 
thcrffore,  he  fliould  have  fct  a  date  on  the  title  of 
his  burrow,  to  let  us  know  what  kind  of  creature 

a  'vVhig  was  in  that  yCur  of  cur  Lor*.  I 

woul*' 
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would  readily  aflift  nomenclators  of  this  coftive 
iniaoination  j  anu  therefore  I  propofe,  to  others  of 
the  fiiine  fize  in  thinking,  that,  when  they  are  at 
a  \o(s  about  chriftening  a  country -feat,  inftead  of 
draining  their  invention^  they  would  call  it  Booby^ 
burrow.  Fool -brook.  Puppy -ford.  Coxcomb -hall^ 
Mount-loggerhead,  Dunce  hill;  which  are  innocent 
appellations,  proper  to  exprefs  the  talents  of  the 
owners.  But  I  cannot  reconcile  myfelf  to  the 
prudence  of  this  Lord  of  ^nic-burrovj,  bccaufc  I 
have  not  yet  heard,  among  the  Prefbytcrian  fquires, 
how  much  foever  their  peifons  and  principles  are 
in  vogue^  that  any  of  them  have  diilinguifhed  their 
country-abode  by  the  name  of  Alount-regicidc^ 
Covenant  hall t  Fanatic-hill,  Rcwidhead-bawn,  Cant^ 
ing-brook,  or  Mount-rebel,  and  the  like  :  becaufe 
there  may,  pofTibly,  come  a  time  when  thofe  kind 
of  founds  may  not  be  fo  grateful  to  the  ears  of  the 
kingdom.  For  I  do  not  conceive  it  would  be  a 
mark  of  difcretion,  upon  fuppofing  a  gentleman, 
in  allufion  to  his  name,  or  the  merit  of  his  an- 
ceftors,  to  call  his  houfe  Tyburn-hall. 

But  the  fcheme  I  would  propofe,  for  changing 
the  denominations  of  land  into  legible  and  audible 
fyllables,  is  by  employing  fome  gentlemen  in  the 
Univerfity  j  who,  by  the  knowledge  of  the  Latin 
tongue,  and  their  judgment  in  found?,  might  imi- 
tate the  Roman  way,  by  trjnflating  thofc  hideous 
words  into  their  Englip)  meanings,  and  altering 
the  termination,   where  a  bare  tranflation  wi  1  not 

E  2  fo^ca 


52    On  Barbarous  Dekominations 

form  a  orood  cadence  to  the  ear,  or  be  eafily  deliver- 
ed from  the  mouth.  And,  when  both  thefe  means 
happen  to  fail,  then  to  name  the  parcels  of  land 
from  the  nature  of  the  foil,  or  fome  peculiar  cir- 
cumftance  belonging  to  it;  as,  in  England^  Fan:- 
ham.  Oat  lands.  Black-heath,  Corn- bury ^  Rye -gate, 
JJh-burr.ham,  Barn-elms,  Cole-ortum^  Sajid-wich, 
and  many  others. 

I  am  like  wife  apt  to  quarrel  with  fome  titles  of 
lords  among  us,  that  have  a  very  ungracious 
found,  which  are  apt  to  conmiunicate  mean  ideas 
to  thofe  who  have  not  the  honour  to  be  acquainted 
with  their  perfons  or  their  virtues,  of  whom  I 
have  the  misfortune  to  be  one.  But  I  cannot 
pardon  thofe  gentlemen,  who  have  gotten  titles 
lince  the  judicature  of  the  peers  among  us  hath 
been  taken  away,  to  which  they  all  fubmitted 
with  a  rcilgnation  that  became  good  Chriftians,  as 
undoubtedly  they  are.  However,  fince  that  time, 
1  look  upon  a  graceful  harmonious  title  to  be,  at 
Icaft,  forty  per  cent,  in  the  value  intrinfic  of  an 
Injh  peerage :  and,  fince  it  is  as  cheap  as  the 
worlf,  for  any  hijh  law  hitherto  enatSled  in  England 
to  the  contrary,  I  would  advife  the  next  fctt,  be- 
fore they  pafs  their  patents,  to  call  a  confultation 
of  fcholars  and  mufical  gentlemen,  to  adjuft  this 
moft  important  and  efll-ntial  circumftance.  The 
Scotih  noblemen,  thou<Th  born  almoft  under  the 
.North  Pole,  have  much  more  tuneable  appellati- 
ons, except  fome  very  few,  which,  I  fuppofc,  were 

given 
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given  them  by  the  Iri/h^  along  with  their  language, 
at  the  time  when  that  kingdom  was  conquered, 
and  planted  from  hence  ;  and,  to  this  day,  retain 
the  denominations  of  places,  and  furnamcs  of  fa- 
milies, as  all  hiftorians  agree. 

I  fhould  likewife  not  be  forry,  if  the  names  of 
fome  bifliops  fees  were  fo  much  obliged  to  the  al- 
phabet, that,  upon  pronouncing  them,  we  might 
contraft  fome  veneration  for  the  order  and  perlbns 
of  thofe  reverend  peers,  which  the  grofs  ideas  fome- 
times  joined  to  their  titles  are  very  unjuftly  apt  to 
diminifh. 
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Mrs.  JOHNSON    [STELLA]. 

THIS  day,  being  Sunday  January  28th  1 727-  8,, 
about  eight  o'clock  at  night,  alervant  brought 
me  a  note,  with  an  account  of  the  death  of  the 
trueft,  moft  virtuous,  and  valuable  friend,  that  I 
or  perhaps  any  other  perfon  was  ever  bleffed  with. 
She  expired  about  fix  in  the  evening  of  this  day  ; 
and,  as  foon  as  I  am  left  alone,  which  is  about 
eleven  at  night,  I  refolve,  for  my  own.  fatisfadion, 
to  fay  fomething  of  her  life  and  chara(5ler. 

She  was  born  at  Richmond  in  Surrey^  on  the  thir- 
teenth day  of  A^rcb,  in  the  year  1681.  Her  fa- 
ther was  a  younger  brother  of  a  good  family  in  Not" 
iinghamjiytrcy  her  mother  of  a  lower  degree  ;  and 
indeed  ftie  hid  little  to  boaft  of  her  birth.  I  knew 
her  from  fix  years  old,  and  had  fome  fhare  in  her 
education,  by  directing  what  books  (he  fhould 
read,  and  perpetually  Inflrudling  her  in  the  princi- 
ples of  honour  and  virtue  J  from  which  ftie  never 
fwerved  in  any  one  atTrion  or  moment  of  her  life. 
She  was  fickly  from  her  childhood  until  about  the 
age  of  fifteen  :  but  then  grew  into  perfccSl  health, 
and  was  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  moil   beautiful, 

graceful. 
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graceful,  and  agreeable  young   women   in   London, 
only  a  little  too  fat.     Her  hair  was  blacker  than  a 
raven,  and  every  feature  of   her  face  in  perfection. 
She  lived  generally  in  the- country,  with   a   family 
where  (he  contra<Sltd    an  intimate   fricndftiip  with 
another    lady    of    more    advanced    years.     I  was 
then,  to  my  mortification,  fettled  in  Ireland -y  and, 
about  a  year  after,  going  to  vifit  my  friends  in  En^- 
land,  I  found  fhe  was  a  little  uneafy  upon  the  death 
of  a  perfon  on  whom   {he  had    fome    dependance. 
Her  fortune,  at  that   time,  was  in  all  not  above 
fifteen  hundred  pounds,  the  intereft  of  which  was 
but  a  fcantyamaintenance,  in    fo  dear   a  country, 
for  one  of  her  fpirit.     Upon  this  confideration,  and 
indeed  very  much   for  my  own    fatisfa6lion,  who 
had  few  friends  or  acquaintance  in   Ireland,  I   pre- 
vailed with  her  and  her  dear  friend  and  companion, 
the  other  laJy  fr],   to  draw  what  money  they  had 
into  Ireland,  a  great  part  of  their  fortune  being  in 
annuities  upon  funds.   Money   was  then  at  ten  per 
cent  in  Ireland,  befiJes   the  advantage  of  returning 
it,  andall  neceflaricsoflife  at  half  the  price.  They 
complied   with    my  advice,    and   foon   after  came 
over  ;  but  I  happening  to  continue  fome  time  long- 
er in  England,  they  were  much  difcouragcd  to  live 
in  Dublin,  where  they  were  wholly  ftrangers.    She 
was  at  that  time  about  nineteen  years  old,  and  her 
perfon  was  foon  diftinguifhed.     But  the  adventure 
looked  fo  like  a  frolick,  the  cenfure  held,  for  fome 

[r]  Mrs.  Dlr.glej, 
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time,  as  if  there  were  a  fecret  hiflory  in  fuch  a  re- 
moval j  which,  however,  foon  blew  off  by  her  ex- 
cellent ccnduiSt.  She  came  over  with  her  friend  on 
the  in  the  year  1 70 — ;   and  they  both   li- 

ved together  until  this  day,  when  death  rerriovcd 
her  from  us.  For  fome  years  part,  fhe  had  been 
vifited  with  continual  ill- health  i  and  fcveral  times, 
within  thcfc  lad  two  years,  her  life  was  defpaired 
of.  But,  for  this  twelve- month  paft,  flie  never 
had  a  day's  health  ;  and,  properly  fpeaking,  {he 
hath  been  dying  fix  months,  but  kept  alive,  almoft 
againft  nature,  by  the  generous  kindnefs  of  two 
phyHcians  and  the  care  of  her  friends.- — Thus  far 
I  writ  the  fame  ni"ht  between  eleven  and  twelve. 

Never  was  any  of  her  fcx  born  with  better 
gifts  of  the  mind,  or  more  improved  them  by  read- 
ing and  converfation.  Yet  her  memory  was  not 
of  thcbcft,  and  was  impaired  in  the  latter  years  of 
her  life.  But  I  cannot  call  to  mind  that  I  ever  once 
heard  her  m;ike  a  wrong  judgment  of  perfons, 
books,  or  afi'iir-:.  Her  advice  was  always  the 
bell,  and  with  the  grcateil  freedom,  mixt  with  the 
arcatcft  decency.  She  had  a  graccfulnels  fomewhat 
more  than  human  in  cvf^ry  motion,  word,  and 
;:£lion.  Never  was  fo  happy  a  conjuniSlion  of  c'i" 
vilit}',  freedom,  cafmcfs,  and  fuicerity.  There 
fccmcd  to  be  a  combination  anions  all  that  knew 
her,  to  treat  her  with  a  dignity  much  !bc)ond  her 
rank  :  yet  people  ot  all  foils  were  never  more  eafy 
than  in  her  company.  Mr.  Add'ifon^  when  he  was 
in  Inland^    being  iniroduced  to  her,    inmicdiatcly 
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found  her  out :    and,  if  he  had  not  fooii  after  left 
the  kingdom,    afl'ured  me  he  would  have  ufed  all  en- 
deavours   to  cultivate  her  friendfliip.     A   rude  or 
conceited  coxcomb   paficd    his  time  very  ill,   upon 
the  Icaft  breach   of  refpc6l  ;  for,    in   fuch  a  cafe, 
ihe  had  no  mercy,  but  was   fure  to  expofe  him  to 
the  contempt  of  the  ftanders-by  ;  yet  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  he  was  afhamed   to  coinplain,  and   durft  not 
refent.*"    All  of  u?,   who   had   the  happinefs  of  h^r 
friendfhip,  agreed  unanimoufly,  that,    in  an  after- 
noon or  evening's  convcrfaiion,    flic  never    failed, 
before  we   parted,  of  delivering  the  beft  thing  that 
was  faid  in  the  company.     Some  of  us  have  written 
down  feveral  of   her  fayings,  or   what  the  French 
cd\\  Bons  AlotSy   wherein  (he  excelled  almoH:  bcyo^id 
belief  [^].     She  never  miftook  the    underflanding 
of  others;  nor  ever  faid   a  fevere  word,  but  where 
a  much  feverer  was  deferved. 

Ker  fcrvants  loved  and  almoft  adored  her  at  the 
fame  time.  She  would,  upon  occafions,  treat  them 
with  freedom  ;  vet  her  demeanour  was  fo  awful, 
that  they  durft  not  fail  in  the  lead  point  of  refpecV. 
She  chid  them  fcldom  ;  but  it  was  with  feverity, 
which  had  an  effeft  upon  them  for  a  long  time  after. 
Janiiary  26th,  My  head  aches,  and  I  can  write 
no  more. 

'January  30th,  Tuefday. 

This  is  the  night  of  the  funeral,  which  my  Tick- 
nefs  will  not  fuffcr  me  to  attend.     It  is  now  niue 

[s]  Sec  Vol.  XII.  p.  243. 
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at  night  ;  and  I  am  removed  into  another  apart- 
n.ent,  that  I  may  not  fee  the  light  in  the  church, 
\«hich  ib  jufr  over  againft  the  vvindow  of  my  bed- 
chamber. 

With  all  the  faftnefs  of  temper  that  became  a 
lady,  fhe  had  the  pcrfonal  courage  of  a  hero.  She 
and  her  friend  having  removed  their  lodgings  to  a 
new  houfe,  which  ilood  folitary,  a  parcel  of  rogues, 
armed,  attempted  the  houfe,  vi'here  there  was  only 
one  boy  :  llie  was  then  about  four  and  twenty : 
and,  having  been  warned  to  apprehend  fome  fuch 
attempt,  {he  learned  the  management  of  a  piftol  ; 
and,  the  other  women  r.nd  fervants  being  half-dead 
with  fear,  ihe  ftole  foftly  to  her  dining-room  win- 
dow, put  nn  a  black  hood  to  prevent  being  feen, 
primed  the  piftol  frefli,  gently  lifted  up  the  fa(h  ; 
and,  taking  her  aim  with  the  utmoft  prefence  of 
mind,  difcharged  the  piftol,  loaden  with  the  bul- 
lets, into  the  body  of  one  villain,  who  ftood  the 
faireft  mark.  The  fellow,  mortally  wounded, 
was  carried  off  by  the  reft,  and  died  the  next  mor- 
ning ;  but  his  companions  could  not  be  found.  The 
6ukc  of  Ormond  had  often  drank  her  health  to  me 
upon  that  account,  and  had  always  an  high  efteem 
for  her.  She  was  indeed  under  fome  apprehenfions 
of  going  in  a  boat,  after  fome  danger  fhe  had  nar- 
rowly efcaped  by  water  ;  but  (he  was  reafoned  tho- 
roughly out  of  it.  She  was  never  known  to  cry 
out,  or  difcover  any  fear,  in  a  coach  or  on  horfe- 
bdck,  or  ^iiy  uncafincfs  by  thofc  fudden   accidents 

with 
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with  which  moil  of  her  fcx,  cither   by  weaknefs   or 
aft'eilation,  appear  fo  much  dilbrdercd. 

She  never  had  the  leaft  abi'ence  of  mind  in  con- 
verfation,  nor  given  to  interruption,  or  appeared 
eager  to  put  in  her  word  by  waiting  impatiently-  until 
another  had  done.  She  fpoke  in  a  moft  agreeable 
voice,  in  the  plaineft  words,  never  licfitatine,  ex- 
cept out  of  modtlry  before  new  faces,  where  (lie 
was  fomcwhat  rcfervcd  ;  nor,  among  her  neatclt 
friends,  ever  fpoke  much  at  a  time.  She  was  but 
little  verfcd  in  the  commoa  topicks  of  female  chat  ; 
fcandal,  cenfure,  and  dctradlion,  never  came  out 
of  her  mouth  :  yet,  among  a  few  friends,  in  pri- 
vate converfation,  llie  made  little  ceremony  in  dif- 
covering  her  contempt  of  a  coxcomb,  and  dcfcrib- 
ing  all  bis  follies  to  the  life  ;  but  the  follies  of  her 
own  fex  (he  was  rather  inclined  to  extenuate  or  to 
pity. 

When  fhe  was  once  convinced  by  open  fa(5li  of 
any  breach  of  truth  or  honour,  in  a  perfon  of  high 
ftation,  efpecially  in  the  church,  fhe  could  not  con- 
ceal her  indignation,  nor  hear  them  named  with- 
out (hewing  her  difpleafure  in  her  countenance ; 
particularly  one  or  two  of  the  latter  fort,  whom 
file  had  known  and  efteemcd,  but  detefted  above 
all  mankind,  when  it  was  manifeft  that  they  had 
facrificcd  thofe  two  precious  virtues  to  their  ambi- 
tion, and  would  much  fooner  have  forgiven  them 
the  common  immoralities  of  the  laity. 

Her  frequent  fits  officknefs,  in  moft  parts  of  her 
life,  had  prevented  her  from  making  that  progrefs 

in 
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in  rcadrns:  which  fhe  would  othcrwife  have  done. 
She  was  well  verfed  in  the  Greek  and  F^oman  ftory, 
and  was  not  unficillcd  in  that  of  France  ?iX\A  England. 
She  fpokc  French  perfe6lly,  but  forgot  much  of  it 
by  neglect  and  fickncfs.  She  had  read  carefully  all 
the  beft  books  of  travels,  which  ferve  to  open  and 
enlarge  the  mind.  She  underftood  the  Platonic  and 
£/>-?V«?Y^;/ philofophy,  and  judged  very  well  of  the 
defciSts  of  the  latter.  She  made  very  judicious  ab- 
ftrads  ofthebeft  books  (he  had  read.  She  under- 
ftood  the  nature  of  government,  and  could  point 
out  all  the  errors  of  Hobbes^  both  in  that  and  reli- 
•fion.  She  had  u  good  inlight  into  phyfick,  and  knev/ 
{Txiicwhat  of  anatomy ;  i:i  both  which  fhe  was 
inftrudted  in  her  younger  days  by  an  eminent  phyfi- 
lian,  who  had  her  long  under  his  care,  and  bore 
the  highell:  eitecm  for  her  perfon  and  underftanding. 
She  had  a  true  taile  of  wit  and  good  fenfe,  both  in 
poetry  and  profc,  and  was  a  perfect  good  critick  of 
ih  Ic  :  neither  was  it  eafy  to  find  a  more  proper  or 
impartial  judge,  whofe  advice  an  author  might  bet- 
ter reiy  on,  it  he  intended  to  fend  a  thing  into  the 
world,  provided  it  was  on  a  fubjcdl  that  came  with- 
in the  cpmpafs  of  her  knowledge.  Yet,  perhaps, 
fhe  was  fomctiines  too  fevere,  which  is  a  fafc  and 
pardonable  error.  She  prcfcrved  her  wit,  judge- 
ment, and  vivacity  to  the  laft ;  but  often  ufed  to 
complain  ol  her  memory. 

Hci  foitiiiir,  with  loinc  accefTion,  could  not,  as 
1  have  hfard  fay,  amount  to  much  more  than  two 
thoufand  pounds,  whereof  a  great   part  fell   with 
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her   life,    having   been   placed   upon   annuities    in 
England.,  and  one  in  Ireland.     In  a  peifon  lb  extra- 
ordinary, perhaps,  it  may  be  pardonable  to  mention 
fome  particulars,  although  of  little  moment,  further 
than  to   fet  forth   her  charader.     Some  prefents  of 
gold-pieces  being  often  made  to  her  while  fhc  wai  a 
girl, 'by  her  mother  and  other  fiicnds,  on  promife 
to  keep  them,  fhe  grew  into  fuch  a  fpirit  of  thrift, 
that,  in  about  three  years,  they  amounted  to  above 
two  hundred  pounds.     Sheufed  to  (liew  them  with 
boafting  ;  but  her  mother,  apprehending  (he  would 
be  cheated  of  them,  prevailed,  in  fome  months, 
and  with  great  importunities,  to  have  them  put  out 
to  intereft  j  when,  the    girl  lofing  the   pleafurc  c^ 
feeino:  and  counting  her  gold,   which  fhe  never  fail- 
ed of  doing  many  times  in  a  day,  and   defpaiiing  of 
heaping  up  fuch  another  treafure,  her  humour  took 
the   quite   contrary  turn  :  (he  grew   carelcfs  and 
fquandering  of  every    new  acquifition,  and  fo  con- 
tinued till  about  two  and  twenty;  when,  by  advice 
of  fome  friends,  and  the  fright  of  paying  large   bills 
of  tradefmien,  who  enticed  her  into  their  debt,  file 
began  to  reflect  upon  her  own  folly,  and  was  never 
at  reft  until  (he  had  difcharged  all    her  (hop-bills, 
and  refunded  herfcif  a  confiderablc  fum  flie  had   run 
out.     After  which,  by  the  addition  of  a  few  years 
and  a  fuperior  underftanding,  (he  became,  and  con- 
tinued all  her  life,  a  mofl  prudent  ccojiOiiiill  ;  \e£ 
ftill  with  a  ftrong  bent  to  the  liberal  Ildc,  whcuin 
fhe  gratified    hcrfelf   by   avoiding    all   exptnce    iu 
cloatns  (which  (he  ever  defpifed}  beyonJ  what  wai 
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merely  decent.  And,  although  her  frequent  re- 
turns of  ficknefs  were  very  chargeable,  eiccept  fees 
to  phyficians,  of  which  (he  met  with  feveral  fo  ge- 
nerous that  (he  cculd  force  nothing  on  them  (and 
indei?d  (he  muft  otherwife  have  been  undone),  yet 
Hic  never  was  without  a  confiderablc  fum  of  rcadv 
money.  Infomuch  that,  upon  her  death,  when 
her  neartft  friends  thought  her  very  bare,  her  e*x- 
ccutors  found  in  her  ftrong  box  about  a  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  in  gold.  She  lamented  the  narrow* 
nefs  of  her  fortune  in  nothing  fo  much,  as  that  it 
did  not  enable  her  to  entertain  her  friends  fo  often, 
and  in  (o  hofpitable  a  manner,  as  fhe  defired.  Yet 
they  were  always  welcome  ;  and,  while  Tne  was 
in  health  to  dired,  were  treated  with  neatncfs  and 
ck-a::\nce  :  fo  that  the  revenues  of  her  and  her  com- 
p.inion  parted  for  much  more  confiderablc  than  they 
really  were.  They  lived  always  in  lodgings  j  their 
domcfticks  confiftcd  of  two  ma!<ls  and  one  man. 
She  kept  an  account  of  all  the  family  cxpences, 
from  her  arrival  in  Ireland  to  fome  months  be'ore 
her  death  ;  and  flic  would  often  repine,  when  look- 
ing back  upon  the  annals  of  her  houflinld  bills, 
that  every  thing  necclTary  for  life  was  double  the 
price,  while  interell  cf  money  was  funk  almoft  to 
one  half;  fo  that  the  a^idition  made  to  her  fortune 
was  indeed  grown  abfolutely  neceiHiry. 

[I  hncc  writ  as  I  found  time]. 

But  her  charity  to  the  poor  was  a  duty  not  to 
be  dimimlhed,  and  therefore  became  a  tax  upon 
ihofe  trailefmen  who  furnifli   the  fopperies  of  other 
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ladies.  She  bought  cloaths  as  fcldom  a?  poiUbb, 
and  thofe  as  plain  and  cheap  as  coniideJ  Willi  the 
fituation  fliC  was  in  ;  and  wore  no  lace  for  vnznj 
years.  Either  her  judgment  or  fortune  was  extra- 
ordinary, in  the  choice  of  thofe  on  whom  Ihe  be- 
flowed  her  charity  ;  for  it  went  further  in  doing 
good  than  double  the  fum  from  any  other  haiwl. 
And  I  have  heard  her  fay,  (he  always  met  with 
gratitude  from  the  poor  :  which  mult  be  owing  to 
her  (kill  in  diftinguiihing  proper  objects,  as  weJl 
as  her  gracious  manner  in  relieving  them. 

But  fhe  had  another  quality  that  much  de'ightcJ 
her,  although  it  m:iy  be  thought  a  kinJ  of  check: 
upon  her  bounty  ;  however,  it  was  a  pleafure  ihe 
could  not  refiit :  I  mean  that  of  making  agreeable 
prefents,  wherein  I  never  knew  her  equal,  althouoh 
it  be  an  affair  of  as  delicate  a  nature  as  moft  in 
the  courfe  of  life.  She  ufed  to  define  a  prcfent. 
That  it  was  a  gift  to  a  friend  of  fomcthing  he 
wanted  or  was  fond  of,  and  which  could  not  be 
eafily  gotten  for  money.  I  am  cotifidcnt,  during 
my  acquaintance  with  her,  fhe  hath,  in  thcfe  and 
fome  other  kinds  of  liberality,  difpofed  of  to  the 
value  of  ftveral  hundred  potmds.  As  to  pre- 
fents made  to  herfelf,  (lie  received  them  with  great 
unwillingnefs,  but  efpecially  from  thofe  to  whom 
{he  had  ever  given  any  j  being,  on  all  cccafions, 
the  moft  dilintcrefted  mortal  I  ever  knew  or 
heard  of. 

From  her  own  difpofition,  at  Icaft  as  much  as 
from  the  frequent  want  of  hc;ilth,  ^\:  fJdom  made 
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any  vifits  j    but   her  ov\*n    lodgings,    from   before 
twenty  years  old,  were  frequented  by  many  perfons 
of  the  graver  fort,  who  all  refpcdled    her  highly,' 
upon  her    good  fcnfc,  good  manners,  and  conver- 
sation. Among  thefe  were  the  late  Primate  Lhidfayi 
Bp.     Lloyd,     Bp.    y^J})e,  Bp.    Broivn,     Bp.    Steamy 
Bp.  PulUyn,  with  fome  others  of  later  date ;  and 
indeed    the  gieateft   number  of  her    acquaintance 
was    among   the    clergy.        Honour,     truth,     li- 
berality,   good    nature,    and    modefty,    werfc     the 
virtues  {he  chiefly  pofTelTed,  and  moft  valued  in  her 
acquaintance;  and,  where  (he   found  them,  would 
be  ready  to  allow  for  fome  defects,  nor  valued  tlicin 
lefs,  although  they  did  not  (hine  in   learning  or  in 
wit ;  but  would  never  give  the  Icaft  allowance  for 
any  failures  in  the  former,  even  to  thofe  who  made 
the  greatcft  figure  in  either  of  the  two  latter.     She 
had  no  ufc  of  any  perfon's    liberality,  yet  her  de- 
teftation  of  covetous  people  made  her  uneafy  if  fuch 
n  one  was  in  her  company  j  uporj  which   occafion, 
fhc  would  fay  many  things  very  entertaining  and 
humourous. 

She  never  interrupted  any  perfon  who  fpoke  ; 
ihe  laught  at  no  miftakes  tlicy  made,  but  helped 
th(im  out  v/ith  modefly  ;  and  if  a  good  thing  were 
fpoken,  but  ncglc£led,  flie  would  not  let  it  fa!!, 
but  fct  It  in  the  bcfl  light  to  thofe  who  were  prcfent. 
She  liftencd  to  all  that  vv'as  faid,  and  had  never  the 
leafl  diflradlion  or  abfence  of  thought. 

It  was  not  fafe,  nor  prudent,  in  her  prefence,  (o 
fcffend   in  the  leaft  v.'ord  agaiaft    modeily  }  for  flic 
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then  gave  full  employment  to  her  wit,  her  con- 
tempt, and  refentment,  under  which  even  ftupidity 
and  brutality  were  forced  to  fmk  into  confufion  ; 
and  the  guilty  perfon,  by  her  future  avoiding  him 
like  a  bear  or  a  fatyr,  was  never  in  a  way  to  tranf- 
orefs  a  fecond  time. 

It  happened  one  fmgle  coxcomb,  of  the  pert 
kind,  was  in  her  company,  among  fevcral  other  la- 
dies ;  and,  in   his  flippant   way,  began  to  deliver 
fome  double  meanings  :  the  reft  flapped  their  fans, 
and  ufed  the  other  common  expedients  pra£lifed  in 
fuch  cafesi  of  appearing   not  to  mind  or  compre- 
hend what  was  faid.     Her  behaviour  was  very  dif- 
ferent, and    perhaps   may  be  cenfured.     She  faid 
thus  to  the  man  :  "  Sir,  all  thefe  ladies  and  I  un- 
*'  derftand    your    meaning    very    well,  having,  in 
"  fpite  of  our  care,  too  often   met  with   thofe  of 
*'  your  fex    who  wanted    manners  and  good  fenfe. 
"But,  believe  mCj  neither  virtuous  nor  even  vici- 
*'  ous  women  love  fuch  kind  of  converfation.  Hov^- 
*•  ever,  I  will  leave  youj  and  report  your  behavi- 
"  our  :  and,  whatever  viftt   I   make,  I  {hall    firft 
"  enquire  at  the  door  whether  you  are  in  the  houfe, 
*'  that  I  may  be  fure  to  avoid  you,"     I   know   not 
whether  a  majority  of  ladies  would   approve  of  fuch 
a  proceeding  ;  but  1  believe  the  praccicc  of  it  would 
icon  put  an  end  to  that    corrupt    converfation,  the 
woift    efFe£l    of  dulnefs,    ignorance,    impudence, 
and  vulo-aritv,  and  the  highclfc  aftVont  to  the    mo- 
defly  and  undcrftanding  of  the  female  fex. 

VcL.  xvii.  F  3y 
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By  returning  very  few  vifits,  {he  had  not  much 
company  of  her  own  fex,  except  thofe  whom  flie 
moft  loved  for  their  eafmefs,  or  efteemed  for  their 
good  fenfe ;  and  thofe,  not  infifting  on  ceremony^ 
came  often  to  her.  But  ftie  rather  chofe  men  for 
her  companions,  the  ufual  topicks  of  ladies  difcourfe 
being  fuch  as  (he  had  little  knowledge  of,  and  lefs 
relifli.  Yet  no  man  was  upon  the  rack  to  enter- 
tain her,  for  (he  eafily  defcended  to  any  thing  that 
was  innocent  and  diverting.  News,  politicks,  cen- 
fure,  family-management,  or  town  talk,,  (he  al- 
ways diverted  to  fomething  e'.fe  ^  but  thefe  indeed 
feldom  happened,  for  (be  chofe  her  company  bet- 
ter :  and  therefore  many,  who  miftook  her  and 
themfelves,  having  folicited  her  acquaintance,  and 
finding  themfelves  difappointed  after  a  few  vifits,. 
dropped  off;  and  fhe  was  never  known  to  enquire 
into  thereafon,  orafk  what  was  become  of  them. 

She  was  never  pofitive  in  arguing,  and  (he  ufu- 
ally  treated  thofe  who  were  fo,  in  a  manner  which 
well  enough  gratified  that  unhappy  difpofition  ; 
yet  in  fuch  a  fort  as  made  it  very  contemptible,, 
;ind  at  the  fame  time  did  fome  hurt  to  the  owners. 
"Whether  this  proceeded  from  her  eafinefs  in  gene- 
ral, or  from  her  indifference  to  perfons,  or  from 
her  dcfpair  of  mending  them,  or  from  the  fame 
pradtice  which flie  much  liked  in  M.x.Addifon^  lean- 
not  determine  ;  but  when  (he  faw  any  of  the  com- 
pany very  warm  in  a  wrong  opinion,  (he  was  more  in- 
clined to  confirm  them  in  it  than  oppofe  them.  The 

excufc 


On  Mrs.  JOHNSON'S  DEATH.      67 

excufe  fhecominonly  gave,  when  her  friends  afked 
the  reafon,  was.  That  it  prevented  noife,  and  fa- 
ved  time.  Yet  I  have  known  her  very  angry  with 
fome  whom  (he  much  efteemed  for  fometimes  fall- 
ing into  that  infirmity, 

■  She  loved  Ire/and  much  better  than  the  generality 
of  thofe  who  owe  both  their  birth  and  riches  to  it ; 
and,  having  brought  over  all  the  fortune  (he  had 
in  money,  left  the  reverfion  of  the  beft  part  of  it, 
one  thoufand  pounds,  to  Dr.  Stephens* s  Hofp'ttal. 
She  detefted  the  tyranny  and  injufticc  of  England^ 
in  their  treatment  of  this  kingdom.  She  had  in- 
deed reafon  to  love  a  country,  where  {he  had  the 
efteem  and  friendftiip  of  all  who  knew  her,  and  the 
univerfal  good  report  of  all  who  ever  heard  of  her, 
without  one  exception,  if  I  am  told  the  truth  by 
thofe  who  keep  general  converfation.  Which 
charadler  is  the  more  extraordinary,  in  falling  to 
a  perfon  of  fo  much  knowledge,  wit,  and  vivacity, 
qualities  that  are  ufed  to  create  envy,  and  confe- 
quently  cenfure  ;  and  muft  be  rather  imputed  to  her 
great  modefty,  gentle  behaviour,  and  inofFenfive- 
nefs,  than  to  her  fuperior  virtues. 

Although  her  knowledge,  from  books  and  com- 
pany, was  much  more  extenfive  than  ufually  falls 
to  the  fliare  of  her  fex  ;  yet  fhe  was  fo  far  from 
making  a  parade  of  it,  that  her  female  vifitants,  on 
their  firft  acquaintance,  who  expected  to  difcover 
it  by  what  they  call  hard  words  and  deep  difcourfe, 
would  be  fometimes  difappointcd,  and   fay,  they 
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found  fhc  was  like  other  women.  But  wife  men, 
through  all  her  modcily,  whatever  they  difcouifed 
on,  could  eafily  obferve  that  fhe  underftood  them 
very  well,  by  the  judgment  Ihewn  in  her  obferva- 
tions  as  well  as  in  her  queftions. 


O  F 
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EDUCATION   OF  LADIES. 

THERE  is  a  fubjecl  of  controverfy,  which 
I  have  frequently  met  with,  in  mixed  and 
feledl  companies  of  both  fexes,  and  fometimes  only 
of  men  ;  whether  it  be  prudent  to  chufe  a  wife, 
who  hath  good  natural  fenfe,  fome  tafte  of  wit  and 
and  humour,  fufficiently  verfed  in  her  own  natural 
language,  able  to  read  and  to  relifh  hiftory,  books 
of  travels,  moral  or  entertaining  difcourfes,  and  be  a 
tolerable  judge  of  the  beauties  in  poetry.  This 
queftion  is  generally  determined  in  the  negative  by 
the  women  themfelves,  but  almoft  univerfally  by 
the  men. 

We  mufl  obferve,  that,  in  this  debate,  thofe 
whom  we  call  men  and  women  of  fafhion  are  only 
to  be  underftood,  not  merchants,  tradefmen,  or 
others  of  fuch  occupations,  who  are  not  fuppofed 
to  have  fliared  in  a  liberal  education.  I  except 
likewife  all  miniftcrs  of  ftate,  during  their  power, 
lawyers  and  phyficians  in  great  practice,  perfons 
in  fuch  employments  as  take  up  the  greater  part 
of  the  day,  and  perhaps  fome  other  conditions  of 
life  which  I  cannot  call  to  mind.  Neither  muft  I 
forget  to  except  all  gentlemen  of  the  army,  from 
the  general  to  enfign  ;  becaufc  thofe  qualifications 
abovementioncd,  in  a  wife,  are  wholly  out  of  their 
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clement  and  comprehenfion  ;  together  with  all 
mathematicians,  and  gentlemen  lovers  of  mufick, 
metaphyficians,  virtuofi,  and  great  talkers,  who 
have  all  amufements  enough  of  their  own.  All 
thefe  put  together  will  amount  to  a  great  number 
of  adverfaries,  whom  I  fhall  have  no  occafion  to 
crKountei',  becaufe  I  am  already  of  their  fenti- 
ments.  Thofe  perfons,  whom  I  mean  to  include, 
are  the  bulk  of  lords,  knights,  and  fquires  through- 
out England^  whether  they  refide  between  the  town 
and  country,  or  generally  in  either.  I  do  alfo 
include  thofe  of  the  clergy,  who  have  tolera- 
bly good  preferments  in  London  or  any  other  parts 
of  the  kingdom. 

The  moft  material  arguments  that  I  have  met 
with,  on  the  negative  udc  of  this  great  queftion, 
are  what  I  ftiall  now  impartially  report,  in  as 
ftrong  a  light  as  I  think  they  can  bear. 

It  is  argued.  That  the  great  end  of  marriage  is 
propagation :  that,  confcquently,  the  principal 
bufmefs  of  a  wife  is  to  breed  children,  and  to  take 
care  of  them  in  their  infancy  :  that  the  wife  is  to 
look  on  her  family,  watch  over  the  fervants,  fee  that 
they  do  their  work  :  that  {he  be  abfent  from  her 
houfe  as  little  as  pofiible  :  that  (he  is  to  obey  all  the 
lawful  commands  of  her  hufband  j  and  vifit,  or  be 
vifited,  by  no  perfons  whom  he  difapproves. 
That  her  whole  bufinefs,  if  well  performed,  will 
take  up  moft  hours  of  the  day  :  that  the  greater 
(he  is,  and  the  more  fervants  fhe  keeps,  her  infpecl- 
ion  muft  encrcafe  accordingly.     For,  as   a  family 
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reprefcnts  a  kingdom,  fo  the  wife,  who  is  her  huf- 
band's  hrft  minifter,  muft,  under  him,  direct  all 
the  officers  of  ftate,  even  to  the  loweft  ;  and  report 
their  behaviour  to  her  hufband,  as  the  firft  miniRer 
does  to  his  prince.  That  fuch  a  ftation  requires 
much  time,  and  thought,  and  order  ;  and,  if  well 
executed,  leaves  but  little  timeforvifitsor  diverfions. 
That  a  humour  of  reading  books,  except  thofc 
of  devotion  or  houfewifery,  is  apt  to  turn  a  woman's 
brain.  That  plays,  romances,  novels,  and  love- 
poems,  are  only  proper  to  inftru(£l  them  how  to  carry 
on  a;i  intrigue.  That  all  aft'edtation  of  knowledge, 
beyond  what  is  merely  domeftic,  renders  them 
vain,  conceited,  and  pretending.  That  the  natu- 
ral levity  of  woman  wants  ballaft  ;  and,  when  (he 
once  begins  to  think  (he  knows  more  than  others  of 
her  fex,  (he  will  begin  to  defpife  her  hufband,  and 
grow  fond  of  every  coxcomb  who  pretends  to 
any  knowledge  in  books.  Thar,  {he  will  learn 
fcholaftic  words ;  make  herfelf  ridiculous  by  pro- 
nouncing them  wrong,  and  applying  them  abfurdly 
in  all  companies.  That  in  the  mean  time,  her 
houfehold  affairs,  and  the  care  of  her  children,  will 
be  wholly  laid  afide  ;  her  toilet  will  be  crowded 
with  all  the  under-wlts,  where  the  converfation 
will  pafs  in  criticrfing  on  the  laft  play  or  poem  that 
comes  out,  and  (he  will  be  careful  to  remember  all 
the  remarks  that  were  made,  in  order  to  retail  them 
in  the  next  vifit,  efpccially  in  company  who  know 
nothing  of  tiic  matter.  That  fhe  will  have  all  the 
impertinence  of  a  pedant,  without  the  knowledge: 
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anJ,  for  every  new  acquirement,  will    become  fa 
much  the  worfe. 

To  fay  the  truth,  that  fhameful  and  almoft  uni- 
verfal  negle<5l  of  good  education  among  our  nobility, 
gentry,  and  indeed  among  all  others  who  are  born 
to  good  eftates,  will  make,  this  efTay  of  l;ttle  ufe  to 
the  prefcnt  age  :  for,  confidering  the  modern  way 
of  training  up  both  (exes  in  ignorance,  idlenefs, 
and  vice,  it  is  of  liltle  confequence  how  they  are 
coupled  together.  And  therefore  my  fpeculations 
on  this  fubjecl  can  be  only  of  ufe  to  a  fmall  num- 
ber ;  for,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  world,  none 
but  wife  and  good  men  can  fail  of  miffing  their 
match,  whenever  they  are  difpofed  to  marry  ;  and 
confcquently  there  is  no  reafon  for  complaint  on 
cither  fide.  The  forms  by  which  a  hufband  and 
wife  are  to  live,  with  regard  to  each  other  and  to 
the  world,  are  fufnciently  known  and  fixed,  in  di- 
rect contradiction  to  every  precept  of  morality,  re- 
ligion, or  civil  inftitution  :  it  would  be  therefore 
an  idle  attempt  to  aim  at  |)reaking  fo  firm  an  efta- 
blifhment. 

But,  as  it  fometimes  happens,  that  an  elder  bro- 
ther dies  late  enough  to  leave  the  younger  at  the 
univerfity,  after  he  hath  made  fome  progrefs  in  learn- 
ing J  if  wc  fuppofe  him  to  have  a  tolerable  genius, 
and  a  defire  to  improve  it,  lie  may  confequcntly 
learn  to  value  and  cfteem  wifdorn  and  knowledge 
wherever  he  finds  them,  even  after  his  father's  death, 
when  his  title  and  eftaie  come  into  his  own  poflef- 
fion.  Of  this  kind,  I  reckon,  by  a  favourable  com- 
putation, 
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putation,  there  may  poffibly    be  found,  by  a  ftricEl 
i'earch  among  the  nobility   and    gentry   throughout 
Englat'.dy  about  five  hundred.     Among  thofe  of  all 
other  callings  or  trades,  who  are  able  to  maintain  a 
fon  at    the  univerfity,  about   treble  that  number. 
The  fons  of  clergymen,  bred  to  learning  with   any 
fuccefs,  mull,  by  reafon  of  their  parents    poverty, 
be  very  inconfiderable,  many  of  them  being  only  ad- 
mitted fervitors  in  colleges  (and  confequently  prov- 
inc;  good    for    nothins;)  :     I    (hall  therefore  count 
them  to  be    not  above    fourfcore.     But,  to  avoid 
fractions,  I  (hall   fuppofe   there   mny  poffibly   be  a 
round  number  of  two  thoufand   male  human  crea- 
tures in  England   (including   JVales)^  who    have    a 
tolerable  Ihare  of  readino;  and  trood  fenfe.   I  include 
in  this  lift  all  perfons  of  fuperior  abilities,  or    great 
genius,  or  true  judgment  and   tafte,  or  of  profound 
literature,  who,  I  am  confident,  we    may  reckon 
to  be  at  leaft  five  and  twenty. 

lam  very  olad  to  have  this  opportunity  of  doing 
an  honour  to  my  country,  by  a  computation  which 
J  am  afraid  foreigners  may  conceive  to  be  partial  ; 
when,  out  of  only  fifteen  thoufand  families  of 
lords  and  eftated  gentlemen,  which  may  probably 
be  their  number,  I  fuppofe  one  in  thirty  to  be  to- 
lerably educated,  witha  fufficient  (hare  of  good  fenfe. 
Perhaps  the  cenfure  may  bcjuft.  And  therefore, 
upon  cooler  thoughts,  to  avoid  all  cavils,  I  fliall  re- 
duce them  to  one  thoufand,  which,  at  leaft,  will 
be  a  number  fufficient  to  fill  both  houfes  of  parlia- 
ment. 

The 
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The  daughters  of  great  and  rich  families,  com- 
puted after  the  fame  manner,  will  hardly  amount  to 
above  half  the  number  of  the  male  :  becaufe  the 
care  of  their  education  is  either  left  entirely  to  their 
mothers,  or  they  are  fent  to  boarding-fchools,  or 
put  into  the  hands  of  Englijh  or  French  governefles, 
and  generally  the  worft  that  can  be  gotten  for  mo- 
ney. So  that,  after  the  reduction  I  was  compelled 
to,  from  two  thoufand  to  one,  half  the  number  of 
well-educated  nobility  and  gentry  muft  either  con- 
tinue in  a  fmgle  life,  or  be  forced  to  couple  them- 
felves  with  women  for  whom  they  can  pofHbly  have 
no  efteem  j  I  mean  fools,  prudes,  coquettes,  game- 
fters,  faunterers,  endlefs   talkers  of  ngnfenfe,  fple- 

netic  idlers,  intriguers,  given  to    fcandal  and  ccn- 
iure      ************ 
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LETTER    I. 

To  Mr.  BENJAMIN  TOOKE. 

Dublin,  June  29,  1 7 10. 
SIR, 

IW  A  S  in  the  country  when  I  received  your 
letter  with  the  Apology  inclofed  in  it  [I]  ;  and 
I  had  neither  health  nor  humour  to  finifli  that  bu- 
finefs.  But  the  blame  refts  with  you,  that,  it  you 
thought  it  time,  you  did  not  print  it  when  you  had 
it.  I  have  juR  now  your  laft,  with  the  complete 
Key.  I  believe  it  is  fo  perfetSl  a  Grub/irget -pkcCy 
it  will  be  forgotten  in  a  week.  But  it  is  ftrange 
that  there  can  be  no  fatisfa£tion  againft  a  boolc- 
feller,  for  publifhing  names  in  fo  bold  a  manner. 
I  wifh  fome  lawyer  could  advife  you  how  I  might 
have  fatisfadlion  :  for,  at  this  rate,  there  is  no  book, 
however  vile,  which  may  not  be  faftcned  on  me. 
I  cannot  but  think  that  little  Parfon-coufm    [w]  of 

[I]  The  ylpokgy  prefixed  to  the  Tale  of  a  Tub. 

[ot]  He  was  K-Mat  oi  Puttenkam  in  Surrey,  near  Guildford. 

mine 
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mine  is  at  the  bottom  of  this ;  for,  having  lent 
him  a  copy  of  Tome  part  of,  ^'c.  and  he  {hewing 
it,  after  I  wss  gone  for  Ireland,  and  the  thing 
abroad,  he  affected  to  talk  fufpicioufly,  as  if  he 
had  feme  fhare  in  it.  If  he  fhould  happen  to  be 
in  town,  and  you  ligiit  on  him,  I  think  you  ought 
to  tell  him  gravely,  that,  if  he^  be  the  author,  he 
fliould  fet  his  name  to  theiff^r;  and  railly  him  a 
little  upon  it :  and  tell  him,  if  he  can  explain 
fome  things,  you  will,  if  he  pleafes,  fet  his 
name  to  the  next  edition.  I  fhould  be  glad  to  fee 
how  far  the  foolifh  impudence  of  a  dunce  could 
go.  Well ;  I  will  fend  you  the  thing,  novi^  I  am 
in  town,  as  foon  as  poflible.  But,  I  dare  fay, 
you  have  neither  printed  the  reft:,  nor  finifhed  the 
cuts  ;  only  are  glad  to  lay  the  fault  on  me.  I  fliall, 
at  the  end,  take  a  little  contemptible  notice  of  the 
thing  you  fent  me  ;  and  I  dare  fay  it  will  do  you 
more  good  than  hurt.  If  you  are  in  fuch  hafte, 
how  came  you  to  forget  the  Mifcellanies  ?  I  would 
not  have  you  think  of  Steele  for  a  publifher  ;  he  is 
too  bufy.  I  will,  one  of  thefe  days,  fend  you 
fome  hints,  which  I  would  have  in  a  preface,  and 
you  may  get  fome  friend  to  drefs  them  up.  I  have 
thoughts  of  fome  other  work  one  of  thefe  years  ; 
and  I  hope  to  fee  you  ere  it  be  long  ;  fince  it  is  like 
to  be  a  new  world,  and  fmcc  I  have  the  merit  of 
fufFering  by  not  complying  with  the  old.     Yours, 
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LETTER    If. 

Mr.  TOOKE   to  Doi>or  SWIFT. 

London,    July  lo,    171c. 
SIR, 

INCLOSED  I  have  fent  the  Key,  and 
think  it  would  be  much  more  proper  to  add 
the  notes  at  the  bottom  of  the  refpecStive  pages  they 
refer  to,  than  printing  them  at  the  end  by  them- 
felves.  As  to  the  cuts,  ur  Andrevj  Fonntain  has 
had  them  from  the  time  they  were  defigned,  with 
an  intent  of  altering  them.  But  he  is  now  gone 
into  Norfolk^  and  will  not  return  till  Michaelmas  \ 
To  that,  I  think,  they  mud:  be  laid  afide  :  for,  un- 
lefs  they  are  very  well  done,  it  is  better  they  were 
quite  let  alone.  As  to  the  Apology,  I  was  not  fo 
carelefs  but  that  I  took  a  copy  of  it  before  I  fent  it 
to  you,  fo  that  I  could  have  printed  it  eafily,  but 
that  you  fent  me  word  not  to  go  on  till  you  had  al- 
tered fomething  in  it.  As  to  that  coufm  of  yours, 
which  you  fpeak  of,  I  neither  know  him,  nor  ever 
heard  of  him  till  the  key  mentioned  him.  It  was 
very  indiftcrent  to  me  which  I  proceeded  on  firft, 
the  Tale,  or  the  Mifcellanics  :  but,  when  you 
went  away,  you  told  mc  there  were  three  or  four 
things  {hould  be  fent  over  out  of  Ireland^  which 
you  had  not  here  j  which,  I  think,  is  a  very  rea- 
fonable  excufe  for  myfclf  in  ail  thefc  affairs.  What 
I  beg  of  you  at  prcfent  is,  that  you  would  riturn 
the  Apology  and  this  Key,  with  directions    :.s  to 

the 
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the  placing  it :  although  I  am  entirely  of  opinion 
to  put  it  ?.t  the  bottom  of  each  page  ;  yet  (hall  fub- 
mit.  If  this  be  not  done  foon,  I  cannot  promife 
but  fome  rafcal  or  other  will  do  it  for  us  both  j 
fince  you  fee  the  liberty  that  is  already  taken.  I 
think  too  much  time  has  already  been  loft  in  the 
Mifcellanics  j  therefore  haftcn  that  :  and  which- 
ever is  in  the  moft  forwardnefs,  I  would  begin  on 
firft.  All  here  depend  on  an  intire  alteration.  I 
am,  (fc. 

LETTER     m. 

To  the  Earl  ofPETERBOROW. 

February,  1710-U. 
My  Lord, 

IE  N  V  Y  none  of  the  queen's  fubjetSls  fo  much 
as  thofe  who  are  abroad  j  and  I  defire  to  know, 
whether,  as  great  a  foul  as  your  lordfhip  has,  you 
did  not  obfcrve  your  mind  to  open  and  enlarge,  after 
you  were  fome  leagues  at  fea,  and  had  left  off  breath- 
ing party-air.  I  am  apt  to  think  this  fchifm  in 
politicks  has  cloven  our  undcrftandings,  and  left  us 
but  juft  half  the  good  fenfe  that  blazed  in  our  a6li- 
ons  :  and  we  fee  the  effedl  it  has  had  upon  our 
wit  and  learning,  which  are  crumbled  into  pam- 
phlets and  penny-papers.  The  O^ober  club, 
which  was  in  its  rudiments  when  your  lordftiip 
left  us,  is  now  growing  up  to  be  a  party  by  itfelf, 
and  begins   to  rail  at  the  miniftry  as  much  as    the 

Whigs 
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Whigs  do,  but  from  topickscIire£lIy  contrary.  lam 
fometimes  talked  into  frights,  and  told  that  all  is 
ruined  ;  but  am  immediately  cured  when  I  fee  any 
of  the  miniflry  :  not  from  the  fatisfaition  they  give 
me  in  any  one  point,  but  becaufe  I  fee  them  fo  per- 
fedly  eafy,  and  I  believe  they  could  not  be  fo  if 
they  had  any  fear  at  heart.  My  comfort  is,  they 
are  perfons  of  great  abilities,  and  they  are  engaged 
in  a  good  caufe.  And  what  is  one  very  good  cir- 
cumftance,  as  I  told  three  of  them  the  other  day, 
they  feem  heartily  to  love  one  another,  in  fpite  of 
the  fcandal  of  inconftancy  which  court-friendfhipa 
lie  under.  And  I  can  affirm  to  your  lordfhip,  they 
heartily  love  you  too ;  which  I  take  to  be  a  great 
deal  more  than  v/hen  they  aflure  you  fo  themfelves. 
JFor  even  ftatesmen  will  fometimes  difcover  their 
paffions,  efpecially  their  good  ones. 

Here  is  a  pamphlet  come  out,  called  A  letter  U 
'Jacob  Banks^  (hewing  that  the  liberty  of  Swedenv/a 
deftroyed  by  the  principle  of  paflive  obedience.  I  know 
not  whether  his  quotation  be  fair,  but  the  piece  is 
(hrewdly  written  ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  not  to  be 
anfwered,  otherwife  than  by  difclairaing  that  fort  of 
paflive  obedience  which  the  tories  are  charged  with. 
This  difpute  would  foon  be  ended,  if  the  dunces^ 
who  write  on  each  fide,  would  plainly  tell  us  what 
the  objeil  of  this  paffive  obedience  is  in  our  coun- 
try. For,  I  dare  fwear,  nine  in  ten  of  the  whigs 
will  allow  it  to  the  legiflature,  and  as  many  of  the 
tories  deny  it  to  the  prince  alone  :  and  I  hardly  ever 

faw 
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faw  a  whig  and  tory  together,  whom  I  could  not 
immediately  reconcile  on  that  article,  when  I  made 
them  explain  themfelves. 

My  lord,  the  Queen  knew  what  {he  did,  when 
flic  fent  your  lordfhip  to  fpur  up  a  dull  northern 
court  :  Yet,  I  confcfs,  1  had  rather  have  ken  that 
activity  of  mind  and  body  employed  in  conquer- 
ing another  kingdom,  or  the  fame  over  again.  I 
am. 

My  Lord,  ^'c 

L  E  T  T  E  R    IV. 

To  the  carl  of  P  E  T  E  R  B  O  R  O  W. 

Mc7y  4,    171 1, 

My  Lord, 

IH  A  V  E  had  the  honour  ofyour  lordfhip's  let- 
ter ;  and,  by  the  firfl:  lines  of  it,  have  made  a 
difcovery  that  your  lordfiiip  is  come  into  the  world 
about  eighteen  hundred  years  too  late,  and  was 
born  about  half  a  dozen  degrees  too  far  to  the  North. 
to  employ  that  public  virtue  I  always  heard  you 
did  pollefs ;  which  is  now  wholly  ufclefs,  .and 
which  thofe  very  few  that  have  it,  are  forced  to  lay 
afide  when  they  would  have  bufmefs  fuccccd. 

Is  it  not  fome  comfort,  my  lord,  that  you  meet 
with  the  fame  degeneracy  of  manners,  and  the 
fame  ncgledl  of  the  publick,  among  the  honeft  GVr- 
7/;rt/;;,  though,  in  the  philofopher's  phrafe,  different- 
ly modified  ?  and  I   hope,  at   leaft,    we  have  one 

advantas^e 
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advantage,  to   be  more   polite  in    our  corruption"? 
than  they. 

Our  divifions  run  further  than  perhaps  your 
lorclfhip's  intelligence  iiath  yet  informed  you  of. 
That  i.^,  a  triumvirate  of  our  friends  whom  I  have 
mentioned  to  you  ;  1  have  told  them  more  than 
once,  upon  occafion^  that  all  my  hope  of  their  fuc- 
cefs  depended  en  their  union ;  that  I  faw  they 
loved  one  another,  and  hoped  they  would  con- 
tinue if,  to  remove  that  fcandal  of  inconflancy 
afcribed  to  court-friendfliips.  I  am  not  now  fo  fe- 
cure.  I  care  not  to  fay  more  on  fuch  a  fubjecfL, 
and  even  this  entre  nous.  My  credit  is  not  of  a 
fize  to  do  any  fervice  on  fuch  an  occafion  :  but, 
as  little  as  it  is,  I  am  fo  ill  a  politician,  that  I  will 
venture  the  lofs  of  it  to  prevent  this  mifchief  j  the 
confequences  of  which  I  am  as  good  a  judge  of  as 
any  minifler  of  ftate,  and  perhaps  a  better  bccaufe 
I  am  not  one. 

When  you  writ  your  letter,  you  had  not  heard 
of  Guifcard's  attempt  on  Mr.  Harky  :  fuppofing 
you  know  all  the  circumftances,  1  (hall  not  de- 
fcant  upon  it.  We  believe  Mr.  Harlcy  will  foon 
be  treafurer,  and  be  of  the  houfe  of  peers  ;  and 
then  we  imagine  the  court  will  begin  to  deal  out 
employments,  for  which  every  Odobtr-rnfmhcr  is  a 
candidate  ;  and  confequently  nine  in  ten  muft  be 
difappointed  :  the  effed  of  which  v/e  may  find  in 
the  next  fcllion.  Mr.  Hurley  was  yeilerday  to 
open  to  the  houfe  the  ways  he  has  thought  of,  to 
raife  funds  for  fecuring  the  unprovided  debts  of 
•Vol.  XVII.  G  rtie 
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the  nation  ;  and  we  are  all  impatient  to  know  what 
his  propofals  are. 

As  to  the  imperfe<Sl  account  you  fay  you  have 
received  of  difagreemcnt  among  ourfelves,  your 
lotdfhip  knows  that  the  names  of  Whig  and  Tory 
have  quite  altered  their  meanings.  All  who  were 
for  turning  out  the  late  miniftry,  we  now  gene- 
rally call  tories  ;  and,  in  that  fenfe,  I  think  it  plain 
that  there  are  among  the  tories  three  difterent  in- 
tercfls.  One  of  thofe,  I  mean  the  miniftry,  who 
agree  with  your  lordfhip  and  me,  in  a  fteady  man- 
agement for  purfuing  the  true  interefl:  of  the  nation  ; 
another  is  that  of  warmer  heads,  as  the  OSicbcr-clnb 
and  their  adherents  without  doors  ;  and  a  third 
is,  I  fear,  of  thofe  who,  as  your  lordfnip  exprefTes 
it,  would  found  a  parly,  and  who  would  make  fair 
weather  in  cafe  of  a  change  i  and  fome  of  thefe  laft 
arc  not  inconfiderable. 

Nothing  can  be  more  obliging  than  your  lord- 
fhip's  remembering  to  mention  me  in  your  letters 
to  Mr.  Ha r Icy  znd  Mr.  St.  John,  when  you  are  in 
the  midft  of  fuch  great  affairs.  I  doubt  I  Ihall  want 
fuch  an  advocate  as  your  lordfhip  ;  for  I  believe, 
every  man  who  has  mod^fty  or  merit  is  but  an  ill  one 
for  himfelf.  I  defire  but  the  fmallelt  of  thofe  titles 
you  give  me  on  the  ouifide  of  your  letter.  My  am- 
bition is  to  live  in  England,  and  with  a  competencv 
to  (upport  me  with  honour.  The  miniftry  know 
by  this  time  whether  J  am  worth  keeping;  and  it 
is  cafier  to  provide  for  ten  men  in  the  church  than 
one  in  a  civil  employment. 

But 
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But  I  renounce  England  and  deanrics,  without  a 
promife  from  your  lordfhip,  under  your  own  hand 
and  feal,  that  I  fliall  have  liberty  to  attend  you 
whenever  I  pleafe.  I  forefee  we  (hall  have  a  peace 
next  year,  by  the  fame  fagacity  that  I  have  often 
fnrefeen  when  I  was  young.  I  muft  leave  the 
town  in  a  week,  becaufe  my  money  is  gone,  and 
[  can  borrow  no  more.  Peace  will  bring  your 
lordfhip  home;  and  we  muft  have  you  to  adora 
your  country,  when  you  (hall  be  no  longer  wanted 
to  defend  it,     I  am. 

My  Lord,   Iffc. 

LETTER    V. 

To  Mr.   Secretary  ST.  JOHN   [/]. 

Cheifea,    Alay  11,  17 n. 
Sir, 

BEING   convinced,  by  certain  ominous  pro- 
gnoftics,   that  my  life  is  too  (hort  to  permit 
me    the   honour  of  ever   dining   another  Saturday 
with  fir  Simon  Harcourt^  knight,  or  Robert  Harlcy^ 
efq;    I  beg  I  may  take    the   laft  farcwel  of  thofe 
two  gentlemen  to-morrow.     ]  made  this  requeft  on 
SaturdayX^J^^  unfortunately  after  you   were  gone  ; 
and    they,     like    great    ftatefmcn,    pretended  they 
could  do  nothing  in  it  without  your  confent ;  particu- 
larly my  lord-keeper,  as  a  lawyer,  raifed  innumer- 
able difficulties,  although  I  fubmitted  to  allow  you 

{rj  AftervvjrJs  lord  Bil'-nghrcku 

G  2  sn 


g4  L    E     T    T     E'   R    S. 

an  hour's  whifpcring  before  dinner,  and  an  hour 
after.  My  lord  Rivers  would  not  ofFer  one  word 
in  my  behalf,  pretending  he  himfelf  was  but  a  tol- 
erated perfon.  The  keeper  alledged  you  could  do 
iiothin'- but  when  all  three  were  capirularly  met, 
as  if  you  could  never  open  but  like  a  parifh-cheft, 
wiih  the  three  keys  together.  It  grieves  me  to 
fee  the  prefent  minillry  thus  confei'erated  to  pull 
down  my  great  fpirit.  Pray,  fir,  find  an  expedient. 
Finding  expedients  is  the  bufinefs  of  fecretaries 
of  rtate.  1  will  yitlJ  to  any  rcafonable  conditions 
not  below  my  dignity.  I  will  not  find  fault  with 
the  vicluals  ;  I  Will  reflore  the  water-glafs  that  I 
Hole,  and  folicit  for  my  lord  keeper's  falary.  And, 
In,  to  fliew  you  I  am  not  a  perfon  to  be  fafcly  in- 
juied,  if  you  dare  rcfufe  mejufiice  in  this  point,  I 
will  appear  before  you  in  a  pudding-fleeve  gown,  I 
v\  iU  difparage  your  fnuff,  write  a  lau)poon  upon 
Wably  Car^  dine  with  you  upon  a  foreign  poft- 
dav  >  nay,  I  will  read  verfes  in  your  prcfence,  until 
you  fnatch  tlicm  out  of  my  iuuids.  I'herefore  pray, 
fir,  take  pity  upon  me  and  yourft>lf;  and  believe 
me  to  be,  with  great  refped>. 


Sir, 


Your  mofl  obedient  and 
n^ofl  humble  fervant. 

L  E  T- 
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LETTER    VL 

Mr.  SHOWER   to  the  Lord  High-Treafurer 
OXFORD. 

Loitdon^  Dec.  20 y  171 1. 
My  Lord, 

THOUGH  there  be  little  reafon  to  expert 
your  lordfhip  fbould  interpofe  in  favour  of 
the  Diflenters,  who  have  been  fo  fhamefully  aband- 
oned, fold,  and  facrififed  by  their  profcfled  friends ; 
the  attempt  is  however  fo  glorious,  in  all  its  views, 
tendencies,  and  profpecls,  that,  if  it  be  not  too 
late,  I  would  moft  humbly  beg  your  lordfhip  not 
to  be  immoveable  as  to  that  matter.  The  fatal  con- 
fequences  of  that  bill  cannot  be  exprcfled  :  I  dread 
to  think  of  fome  of  them  ;  and  fhall  as  much  re- 
joice with  many  thoufands,  if  you  may  be  inftru- 
mental  to  prevent  it.  May  Heaven  direct  you  in 
this,  and  all  your  great  affairs  for  the  public  good 
of  your  country.     I  am. 

My  honoured  lord. 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 
JOHN  SHOWER. 


G  3  LET- 
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LETTER    VII. 

ANSWER   to  Mr.  SHOWER  [«]. 

Dec.  21,  171  J. 

Reverend  Sir, 

HA  D  not  a  very  painful  diftemper  confined 
me,  I  had  defired  the  favour  of  feeing  you 
fome  time  fince  ;  and  I  fliould  have  fpolcen  very 
plainly  to  you,  as  I  fiiall  whenever  I  fee  you.  I 
have  long  foretold,  that  the  DiU'enters  muft  be  faved 
whether  they  will  or  no  :  they  refifl:  even  rcftrain- 
ing  grace  ;  and  would  almofl  convince  me,  that 
the  notion  of  man's  beins;  a  mechanifm  is  true  in 
every  part.  To  fee  men  moved  as  puppets,  with 
rage  for  their  intcrefl-,  with  envy  afling  againil 
their  own  intereft,  having  mens  perj'ons  in  admiration  : 
not  only  thofe  of  their  own  body,  who  certainly 
arc  the  firfl  who  pretended  to  confummate  wifdom 
and  deep  policy  ;  yet  have  {hewn  that  they  knew 
not  the  common  affairs  of  this  nation,  but  are  divel^ 
len  in  thick  clay.  They  are  Epicureans  in  adl,  Pu- 
ritans in  profeflion,  politicians  in  conceit,  and  a 
prey  and  laughing-flock  to  the  Dcifls  and  fyna- 
goguc  of  the  libertines,  in  whom  they  have  truft- 
ed,  and  to  whofe  infallibility  they  have  fold  them- 
felves  and  their  congregations.  All  they  have  done, 

[»]  The  anfwer  was  written  by  Dr.  Swift,  as  appears  not  only 
from  hjs  hund-writing,  but  particularly  trom  a  corrcdlion  in  the  ori- 
f  iaal  drau5ht. 

or 
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or  can  do,  fhall  never  make  me  their  enemy.  I 
pity  poor  deluded  creatures,  that  have  for  feven- 
teen  years  been  ading  againft  all  their  principles, 
and  the  liberty  of  this  nation,  without  leaving  (o 
much  fait  as  to  keep  the  body  of  them  fvveet.  For 
there  has  not  been  one  good  bill,  during  that  term 
of  years,  which  they  have  not  oppofed  in  the  houfe 
of  commons  ;  contrary  to  the  pradtice  of  thofe  ve- 
ry few  Diflenters,  which  were  in  the  parliament  in 
king  Charles  the  Second's  time,  who  thereby  uni- 
ted themfelves  to  the  country-  gentlemen,  the 
anvantage  of  which  they  found  for  many  years  af- 
ter. But  now  they  have  lifted  themfelves  with 
thofe,  who  had  firft  denied  our  Saviour  and  now 
have  fold  them. 

I  have  written  this  only  to  fhew  you,  that  I  am 
ready  to  do  every  thing  that  is  pradticable,  to  fave 
people  who  are  bargained  for  by  their  leaders,  and 
given  up  by  their  minifters  :  I  fay,  their  minifters ; 
becaufe  it  is  averred  and  reprefented,  that  the  dilVcnt- 
ing  minifters  have  been  confulted,  and  are  con- 
fenting  to  this  bill.  By  what  lies  and  arts  they 
are  brought  to  this,  I  do  not  care  to  mention  ;  but, 
as  to  myfelf,  the  engineers  of  this  bill  thought  they 
had  obtained  a  great  advantage  againft  me  :  Find- 
ing I  had  ftoppcd  it  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  they 
thought  to  bring  me  to  a  fatal  dilemma,  whether 
it  did  or  did  not  pafs.  This  would  have  no  influ- 
ence with  me  j  for  I  will  act  what  1  think  to  be 
right,  let  there  be  the  worft  enemies  in  the  world 
of  one  fide  or  other.     I  guefs,  by  your  letter,  th;it 

G  4  yo^i 
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you  do  not  know  that  the  bill,  yefterday,  pafTed 
both  houfes,  the  lords  having  agreed  to  the  amend- 
nients  made  by  the  commons ;  fo  that  there  is  no 
room  to  do  any  thing  upon  that   head. 

What  remains  is,  to  defire,  that  the  Diflenters 
may  lerioufly  thinic  from  whence  they  are  fallen, 
and  do  their  firft  works, and  recover  their  repu- 
tation of  fobriety,  integrity,  and  love  of  their  coun- 
try, which  is  the  fincere  and  hearty  prayer  of. 

Reverend  Sir, 

Your  molt  faithful  and 

moft  humble  fcrvant, 

OXFORD. 

LETTER    VITI. 
To  Mrs.  HILL. 

May,    iyi2. 
Madam, 

IW  A  S  commanded  fome  days  ago  to  do  what 
I  had  long  a  mind  to,  but  avoided  bccaufe  I 
would  not  ofFcnd  your  prudence,  or  (train  your 
eyes.  But  my  lord  JlJaJham  allures  me  there  is 
no  danger  of  either ;  and  that  you  have  courage 
enough  to  read  a  letter,  though  it  comes  from  a 
man,  provided  it  be  one  of  no  confequencc,  which 
his  lordlhip  would  infinuatc  to  be  my  cafe  j  but,  I 

hope. 
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hope,  you  will  not  affront  me  fo  highly  ?.s  to  vir.der- 
ftand  it  fo.  There  is  not  a  t^rain  of  news  in  this 
town,  or  five  miles  about  it,  wor:h  femiina;  vou  ; 
and  what  we  receive  from  JVindfor  is  full  as  infigni- 
ficant,  except  the  accounts  of  the  queen's  health, 
and  vour  houfe  keeping.  We  arc  afl'ured  that  you 
keep  a  conftant  table,  and  that  your  gutfts  leave 
you  with  full  flomachs  and  full  pockets ;  that  Dr. 
Arhuthnot  fometimcs  leaves  his  beloved  green  cloth, 
to  come  and  receive  your  chidings,  and  pick  up 
your  money.  We  intend  fhortly  to  reprefcnt  your 
cafe  to  my  lord  trcafurer,  as  what  deferves  com- 
mifcration  ;  but  we  hope  the  matter  is  already  fet- 
tled between  his  lordfhip  and  you,  and  that  you 
are  inftruifled  to  be  thus  magnificent,  in  order  to 
carry  on  the  caufe.  We  reckon  his  lordfhip's  life 
is  now  fecure,  fince  a  combination  of  band-boxes 
and  ink-horn?,  the  engines  of  late  times,  were  em- 
ployed in  vain  to  deftroy  him.  He  will  do  mc  the 
juftice  to  tell  you,  that  I  never  fail  of  toafting  you 
under  the  name  of  the  Governefs  of  Dunkirk,  and 
that  you  have  the  honour  to  be  very  particularly 
in  my  good  graces.  My  lady  Ma/ham  ftill  con- 
tinues in  a  doubtful  ftate  of  neither  up  nor  down  ; 
and  one  of  her  fervants  told  mine,  that  they  did 
not  expe£l  flie  would  cry  out  this  fortnight.  I 
faw,  ycfterdav,  our  brother  Hill,  who  promifcs  to 
be  more  thrifty  of  his  health,  and  feems  to  have 
a  pretty  good  ftock  of  it.  I  hope  you  receive  no 
vifits  from  the  head-ache  and  the  fplecn  :  and  one 
who  knows    your   conflitut-ion   very  well,  advifcs 

you, 
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you,  by  all  means,  againft  fitting  in  the  dufk  at 
at  vour  window,  or  on  the  firound,  leaning;  on 
vour  hand,    or  at  fee-faw  in  your  chair. 

I  am. 

Madam,  ^c, 

LETTER    IX. 
To  General   HILL   [jr]. 

IVindfor-CaJlle^  Aug.  12,    17 12. 

S  I  R, 

WITH  great  difficulty,  I  recovered  your 
prerent  of  the  fineft  box  in  France^  out 
of  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Hi /I :  (he  allowed  her  own 
to  be  the  prettieft,  but  then  mine  was  the  handfom- 
cft  ;  and,  in  (hort,  (he  would  part  with  neither.  I 
pleaded  my  brotherhood,  and  got  my  lord  and  lady 
Mofoam  to  intercede  :  and,  at  laft,  (he  threw  it 
me  with  a  heavy  figh  :  but  now  it  is  in  my  pofleflion, 
I  wifh  you  had  fent  a  paper  of  dire£lions  how  I 
Ihall  keep  it.  You  that  fit  at  your  eafe,  and  have 
nothing  to  do  but  keep  Dunkirk^  never  confider  the 
difficulties  you  have  brought  upon  me :  twenty 
ladies  have  threatened  to  feize  or  furprife  my  box  j 
and  what  are  twenty  thoufand  French  or  Dutch  in 
comparifon  of  thofe  ?  Mrs.  /////fays,  it  was  a  very 
idle  thing  in  you  to  fend  fuch  a  prcfcnt  to  a  man 
who  can  neither  punifh  nor  reward  you,  fince  Grub- 

[*J  Brother  ioUi)- Mufiam, 

Jlreet 
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Jlreet  is  no  more  :  for  the  parliament  has  killed  all 
the  Mufes  of  Grnb-Jircet^  who  yet ;  in  their  laft  mo- 
ments, cried  out  nothing  but  Dunkirk.  My  lord 
trcafurer,  who  is  the  moft  malicious  perfon  in  the 
world,  fays  you  ordered  a  goofc  to  be  drawn  at  the 
bottom  of  my  box,  as  a  reflexion  upon  the  clergy  ; 
and  that  I  ought  torefent  it  :  but  I  am  not  ano-ry 
at  all,  and  his  lordfliip  obferves  by  halves  :  for  the 
goofc  is  there  drawn  pecking  at  a  fnail,  ju(l  as  I 
do  at  him,  to  make  him  mend  his  pace  in  relation 
to  the  publick,  although  it  be  hitherto  in  vain.  And 
bcfidcs,  Dr.  Arhiithnot.,  who  is  a  fcholar,  fays  you 
meant  it  as  a  compliment  for  us  both:  that  I  am 
the  goofe  who  faved  the  Capitol  by  my  cackling, 
and  that  his  lordfliip  is  reprcfented  by  the  fnail,  be- 
caufe  he  prefcrves  his  country  by  delays.  But  my 
lord  Majham  is  not  to  be  endured  :  he  obferved, 
that,  in  the  pi<Slure  of  the  infide,  which  reprefcnts 
a  great  company  dancing,  there  ftands  a  fool  with 
a  cap  and  bells,  and  he  would  needs  underftand 
that  figure  as  applied  to  me.  And  the  worft  of  it 
was,  that  I  happened,  laft  night,  to  be  at  my  la- 
dy duchefs  of  Shrewjhury  5  ball :  where,  looking  a 
little  fmgular  among  fo  many  fine  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen, his  lordfhip  came  and  whifpercd  me  to  look 
at  my  box  ;  which  I  refented  (o  highly,  that  I  went 
away  in  a  rage,  without  flaying  for  fuppcr.  How- 
ever, confidering  of  it  better,  aftcf  a  night's  flecp, 
I  find  all  this  is  nothing  but  envy,  and  a  dcfign  to 
make  a  quarrel  between  you  and  mc  :  but  it  fhall 
not  do  fo  ;  for  I  hope  your    intentions  were  good, 

however 
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however  malice  may  mifreprefent  them.  And 
though  1  am  ufed  ill  by  all  your  family,  who  win 
my  money  and  laugh  at  me,  yet,  to  vex  them  more, 
I  will  fprgive  them  for  your  fake ;  and,  as  foon  as 
I  can  break  loofe,  will  come  to  Dunkirk  for  a  fort- 
night, to  get  a  little  eafe  from  my  many  perfecuti- 
ons,  by  the  Hurleys,  the  Majhams,  and  the  Hills  ; 
only  I  intend  to  change  my  habit,  for  fear  colonel 
Killigrtw  fhould  miflake  me  for  a  chimney-fweeper. 
In  the  mean  time,  I  wifh  you  all  fuccefs  in  your 
government,  loyal  French  fubje£ls,  virtuous  ladies, 
little  champaign,  and  much  health  :  and  am,  with 
the  trueft  refpecl  and  efteem, 

Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient 

humble  fervant  and  brother. 

LETTER    X. 
To  Lady  ORKNEY. 

November  2f,    1712; 
Madam, 

WHEN,  upon  parting  with  your  ladyfliip, 
you  were  pleafed  to  tell  me  I  (hould  find 
your  prcfcnt  at  home,  natural  juftice  prompted  me 
to  refolve  that  the  firft  ufe  I  made  of  it  fhould  be  in 
paying  acknowledgments  to  my  benefador.  But, 
when  I  opened  the  writing-table,  which  I  muft  now 

call 
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call  mine,  I  found  you  had  neither  fent  pens,  ink, 
nor  paper,  fulficient  for  fuch  an  uiulertakiii<|;.  Ruct 
1  ought  to  tell  your  ladjfliip  in  order,  that  I  iirft 
got  there  a  much  more  valuable  thing  :  and  I  can- 
not do  greater  honour  to  my  fcrutoire,  than  to  af- 
fure  your  ladyftiip  that  yoi""  letter  is  the  firrt  thing 
I  have  put  in  it,  and  fliall  be  the  laft  I  will  ever 
take  out.  I  muft  tell  your  ladxThip,  that  I  am 
this  moment  under  a  very  great  concern.  I  was 
fully  convinced  that  I  (hould  write  with  a  ncvy 
fpirit,  by  the  influence  of  the  materials  you  fent 
me  ;  but  it  is  auite  otherwife  ;  I  have  not  a  "rain 
of  invention,  whether  out  of  the  confufion  which 
attendeth  us  when  wc  ftrive  too  much  to  acquit  our- 
fclves,  or  whether  your  pens  and  ink  arc  lullen-, 
and  think  themfelves  difgraced  fmce  thev  have 
changed  their  owner.  I  heartily  thank  your  lady- 
fhip,  for  making  me  a  prefent  that  looks  like  a  fort 
of  eftablifhment.  I  plainly  fee,  by  the  contrivance, 
that,  if  you  W7ere  firilminifttr,  it  wo<ild  have  been 
a  cathedral.  As  it  i«,  you  have  more  contributed 
towards  fixi IV  me,  than  all  the  miniflrv  toirether; 
for  it  is  diflkult  to  travel  with  thi-;  cquipr.ge,  atii 
it  will  he  impoflible  to  travel  or  live  without  it. 
You  have  ati  undoubted  title  to  whatever  papers 
this  table  fliall  ever  contain  (except  your  letter), 
and  I  deftre  you  will  plcafe  to  have  another  key 
made  for  it  j  that,  when  the  court  fliall  think  fic 
to  give  me  a  room  worth  puiting  it  ir.to,  your 
Indyfhip  rnav  cc-:ne    «nd  karch  it  whenever    you 

ple.Je. 

I  beg 
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I  beg  yourladyftiip  to  join  in  laughing  with  me, 
at   iny   unrcafonable  vanity,    when   I  wifhed  that 
the  motto  written  about  the  wax  was  a  defcription 
of   yourfelf.     But,   if   I    am  difappointed    in   that, 
yourladyftiip    will  be  fo  in   all  the  reft;   even  this 
ink  will    never   be  able  to  convey  your  ladyftiip's 
note  as  it  ought.     The  paper  will  contain  no  won- 
ders, but  when  it    mentions  you  ;   neither  is   the 
fcal  any  otherwife    an  emblem  of  my  life,    than  by 
the  deep  impreflion  your  ladyftiip  has  made,  which 
nothing  but  my  death  can    wear  out.     By  the  in- 
Icription  about  the   pens,  I   fear  there  is  feme  mif- 
take  ;  and  that  your  ladyfiiip   did   not  defiirn  them 
for  me.     However,   I    will    keep  them   until    you 
can  find  the  perfon  you  intended  ftiould  have  them, 
and  who  will  be  able  to  difpofe  of  them  accordinir 
to  your  predictions.     I  cannot  find  that  the  work- 
man   you    employed,    and  dire6led,  has  made  the 
leaft  miftakc  :  but  there  are  four  implements  want- 
ing.    The  two  firft  I  fliall  not   name,  becaufe  an 
odd  fuperftition  forbids  us  to  accept  them   from  our 
friends;  the  third  is  a   fpunge,  which    the    people 
long  have  given  fo  ill  a  reputation  to,  that   I    vow 
it  ftiall  be  no  gift  of  your  ladyftip  :  the  laft  is  a  flat 
ivory  inftrument,  ufcd  in  folding  up  of  letters,  which 
I  infift  you  muft  provide. 

See,  Madam,  the  firft  fruits  this  unlucky  prefent 
of  yours  has  produced.  It  is  but  giving  a  fiddle  to 
a  fcraper,  or  a  pcftlc  and  mortar  to  an  apothecary, 
or  a  Tory  pamphlet  to  Mrs.   Ramfay.     Nothing  is 

^fo 
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fo  great  a  difcouragement  to  generous  perfons  as 
the  fear  of  being  worried  by  acknowledgiiuatf. 
Befides,  yourladyfliip  is  an  unfufFerablc  kind  of 
giver,  making  every  prcfent  fifty  times  the  valuf, 
by  the  circumftances  and  manner.  And  I  know 
people  in  the  world,  wlio  would  not  oblige  mc  fo 
much,  at  the  coft  of  looo/.  as  you  have  done  at 
that  of  20/.  which,  I  mud  needs  tell  you,  is  an  un- 
confcionable  way  of  dealing,  2nd  whereof,  I  beJicvr, 
nobody  alive  is  fo  guilty  as  yourfclf.  In  Ciort,  you 
deceive  my  eyes  and  corrupt  my  judgment ;  nor 
am  I  now  fure  of  any  thing,  but  that  oi"  being,  ^V. 

LETTER     XL 
To  khe  Duchefs  of  O  R  M  O  N  D. 

Dianiber  20^   17  ja. 

Madam, 

AN  Y  other  perfon,  of  lefs  refinement  and  pru- 
dence than  myfcif,  would  be  at  a  lofs  how 
to  thank  your  grace,  upon  the  furprize  of  comioj 
home  laft  night,  and  finding  two  piilures  where 
only  one  was  demanded.  But  I  uiiderftand  your 
grace's  malice,  and  do  here  aflirm  you  to  be  the  great- 
eft  prude  upon  earth.  You  will  not  (o  much  as  let 
your  picture  be  alone  in  a  room  with  a  man,  no  not 
with  a  clergyman,  and  a  clergyman  of  five  and  fony  \ 
and  therefore  rcfolved  my  lord  duke  fliould  accompany 
it,  and  keep  me  in  awe,  that  I  might  not  prefume  to 

look 
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look  too  often  upon  it.  For  my  own  part,  I  begin  al- 
ready to  repent  that  I  ever  begged  your  grace's  pic- 
ture ;  and  could  nlmofl  find  in  my  heart  to  fend  it 
you  back  :  for,  although  it  be  the  inoft  beautiful 
light  I  ever  beheld,  except  the  original,  yet  the  ve- 
neration and  rcfpecft  it  fills  me  with,  will  always 
make  me  think  I  am  in  your  grace's  prefence  j  wiH 
hinder  me  from  faying  and  writing  twenty  idle 
things,  that  ufed  to  divert  mc  :  will  fet  me  labour- 
ing  upon  majeftic,  fublime  ideas,  at  which  I  have 
no  manner  of  talent ;  and  will  make  thofe  who 
come  to  vifit  me  think  I  am  grown,  on  the  fuddeii, 
wonderful  ftatcly  and  referved.  Bat,  in  life,  we 
mud  take  the  evil  with  the  o-ood  :  and  it  is  one 
comfort,  that  I  know  how  to  be  reveno-ed.  For 
the  fight  of  your  grace's  rcfemblancc  will  perpetu- 
ally remind  me  of  paying  my  duty  to  your  perfon  j 
which  will  give  your  grace  the  torment,  and  me  the 
felicity,  of  a  more  frequent  attendance. 

But,  after  all,  to  deal  plainly  with  your  grace, 
your  picture  (and  I  muft  fay  the  fame  of  my  lord 
duke's)  will  be  of  very  little  ufe,  further  than  to  let 
others  fee  the  honour  you  are  pleafeJ  to  do  me. 
For  all  the  accompliihmcnts  of  your  mind  and  per- 
fon are  fo  deeply  printed  in  niy  heart,  and  renre- 
fent  you  fo  lively  to  my  imagination,  that  I  Should 
take  it  for  a  high  affront,  if  you  believed  it  in  the 
power  of  colours  to  refreih  my  memory  ;  almoft 
as  high  a  one,  as  if  your  grace  fliould  deny  me  the 
jufticc  of  being,  with  the  moft  profound  rcfpe»Sland 
gratitude,        Madam,  Your  Grace's,  ■is'f. 

LET- 
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LETTER    Xir. 

To  the  duke  of  A  R  G  Y  L  E. 

January  20,    17  12-13. 
My  Lord, 

1W  O  U  L  D  myfclf  have  delivered  the  anfwer 
I  fent  yefterday  to  your  grace  at  court,  by  Dr. 
Arhuthnot^  if  I  had  not  thought  the  rio;ht  of  com- 
plaining to  be  on  my  fide:  for  I  think,  it  was  my 
due,  that  you  fhould  have  immediately  told  me 
whatever  you  had  heard  amifs  of  my  conduct  to 
your  grace.  When  I  had  the  honour  to  be  firft 
known  to  thofe  in  the  miniftry,  I  made  it  an  ex- 
prefs  condition,  that  whoever  did  me  ill  offices, 
they  ftiould  inform  me  of  what  was  faid,  and  hear 
my  vindication  ;  that  I  might  not  be  mortified  with 
countenances  eltranged  of  the  fudden,  and  be  at  a 
lofs  for  the  caufe.  And,  I  think,  there  is  no  per- 
fon  alivej  whofe  favour  or  protection  I  would  pur- 
chafe  at  that  expence.  I  could  not  fpeak  to  the 
difad vantage  of  vour  irrace  without  bein»  un^ratc- 
ful  (which  is  an  ill  word),  fince  you  were  pleafed, 
voluntarily,  to  make  fo  many  profcflions  of  favour 
to  me  for  fome  years  part  ;  and  your  being  a  duke 
and  a  general  would  have  fwayed  me  not  ac  all  in 
my  refpe6t  for  your  perfon,  if  1  had  not  thouglic 
you  to  abound  in  qualities,  which  1  w'ih  were  eafier 
to  be  found  in  thofe  of  your  rank.  1  have  indeed 
Vol.  XVIL  ,        H  fume- 
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fometlmes  heard  what  your  grace  was  told  I  re- 
ported ;  but,  as  I  am  a  ftranger  to  coffee-houfes, 
fo  it  is  a  great  deal  below  me  to  fpread  cofFee-houfe 
reports.  This  accufation  is  a  little  the  harder  upon 
me,  becaufe  I  have  always  appeared  fond  of  your 
grace's  character  j  and  have,  with  great  induftry, 
related  feveral  of  your  generous  adlions,  on  pur- 
pofe  to  remove  the  imputation  of  the  only  real 
fault  (for  I  fay  nothing  of  common  frailties)  which 
I  ever  heard  laid  to  your  charge.  I  confefs,  I  have 
often  thought  that  Homer's  defcription  of  Jchilles 
bore  fome  refemblance  to  your  grace,  but  I  do  not 
remember  that  ever  I  faid  fo.  At  the  fame  time, 
I  think  few  men  were  ever  born  with  nobler 
qualities,  to  fulfil  and  adorn  every  office  of  a  fub- 
]t€tj  a  friend,  and  a  pro'cedlorj  crV. 

LETTER    XIII. 
To  Lord  Chancellor   HARCOURT. 

May,  1 713. 
My  Lord, 

IW  O  N  D  E  R  your  lordfliip  would  prefume  to 
go  out  of  town,  and  leave  me  in  fear  that  I 
ftould  not  fee  you  before  I  go  to  Ireland,  which 
will  be  in  a  week.  It  is  a  ftrange  thing,  you  (hould 
prefer  your  own  health,  and  eafe,  and  convenience, 
before  my  fatisfjclion.  I  want  your  lordfliip  for 
my  folicitor.     I  want  your  letter  to  your  younger 

brother 
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brother  of  Ireland^  to  put  him  under  my  govern- 
ment: I  want  an  opportunity  of  giving  your  lord- 
fhip  my  humble  thanks,  for  a  hundred  favours  you 
have  done  me  :  I  wanted  the  figlft  of  your  lordlhip 
this  day  iu  Tork-buildhigs  [;].  Pray,  my  lord, 
come  to  town  before  I  leave  it,  and  fupply  all  my 
wants.  My  lord-treafurer  ufcs  me  barbaroufly  ; 
appoints  to  carry  me  to  Kenfuigton^  and  makes  me 
walk  tour  miles  at  midnight.  He  laughs  when  I 
mention  a  thoufand  pound,  which  he  gives  me  ; 
though  a  thoufand  pound  is  a  very  ferious 
thing,  i^u 

LETTER    XIV. 

To  Mr.   ADDISON. 

SIR, 

IW  A  S  told  yefterday,  by  feveral  perfons,  that 
Mr.  5^^^/^had  refleded  upon  me  in  his  Guar- 
dian ;  which  I  could  hardly  believe,  until,  fend- 
in'^  for  the  paper  of  the  day,  1  found  he  had,  in  fe- 
veral parts  of  it,  infmuated  with  the  utmoft  malice, 
that  I  was  author  of  the  Examiner  ;  and  abufed 
me  in  the  grofTcft  manner  he  could  poffibly  invent, 
and  fet  his  name  to  what  he  had  written.  Now, 
fir,  if  I  am  not  author  of  the  Examiner  ;  how  will 
Mr.  Steele  be  able  to  defend  himfelf  from  the  impu- 

[j\  Lord  Trcafurer  Oxford  then  lived  there. 

H  2  tation 
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tation  of  the  higheft  degree  of  bafenefs,  ingratitude, 
and  injuftice  ?  Is  he  fo  ignorant  of  my  temper, 
and  of  my  ftyle  ?  Has  he  never  heard  that  the  au- 
thor of  the  Examiner  (to  whom  I  am  altogether  a 
ftranger  [zj)  did,  a  month  or  two  ago,  vindicate 
me  from  having  any  concern  in  it  ?  Should  not  Mr. 
Steele\\-\\t  firft  expoftulated  with  me  as  a  friend? 
Have  I  defervcd  this  ufage  from  Mr.  Steele,  who 
knows  very  well  that  my  lord  treafurer  has  kept  him 
in  his  employment  upon  my  intreaty  and  interceffi- 
on  I  My  lord  chancellor  and  lord  Bolingbroke  will 
be  witnefies,  how  I  was  reproached  by  my  lord 
treafurer,  gupon  the  ill  returns  Mr.  Steele  made  to 
his  lordfhip's  indulgence,  ^c. 

LETTER     XV. 

Mr.  STEELE  to  Dr.  SWIFT. 

SIR,  May  ig,  1713. 

MR.  Add'ifon  fhewed  me  your  letter,  wherein 
you  mention  me.  They  laugh  at  you,  if 
they  make  you  believe  your  intcrpolition  has  kept 
me  thus  long  in  my  <jfHce.  If  you  have  fpokcn  in 
my  behalf  at  any  time,    I  am   glad  I    have  aWays 

[x]  The  reader  will  pleafe  to  recollcft,  that  Dr.  Stvift  never  writ 
any  txamlncrs  after  Juni:  7,  171 1.  He  took  up  that  paper  ?X  Num- 
ber XIII.  and  laid  it  down  at  Numbtr  XLIV.  See  Vol,  Vlll.  of 
hit  works.  The  Exam-rier  w as  continued  by  Mr.  Oldifwcitk,  Aodcx 
tht  patronage  «f  the  miniflry. 

treated 
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treated  you  with  rcfpecl  ;  though  I  believe  you  an 
accomplice  of  the  Examiner.  In  the  letter  you 
are  angry  at,  you  fee  I  have  no  rcafon  for  beins;  (o 
merciful  to  him,  but  out  of  regard  to  the  imputa- 
tion you  lie  under.  You  do  not  in  dire6l  terms  fay 
you  are  not  concerned  with  him  ;  but  make  it  an  ar- 
gument of  your  innocence,  that  the  Examiner  has 
declared  you  have  nothing  to  do  with  him.  I  be- 
lieve I  could  prevail  upon  the  Guardian  to  fay 
there  was  a  miftake  in  putting  my  name  tn  this 
paper :  but  the  EngliJ})  would  laugh  at  us,  (houid 
we  argue  in  fo  Irijh  a  manner.  I  am  heartily  glad 
of  your  being  made  dean  of  St.  Patrick's.  1  am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient 
humble  fervant, 

RICHARD  STEELE. 

LETTER    XVI. 

To    Mr.     STEELE. 
SIR, 

[/?]  I  may  probably  know   better,  when   they  arc 

[a]  It  has  unluckily  happened  that  two  or  three  lines  h«vc  fceca 
torn  by  accident  from  the  beginning  of  this  letter  ;  and,  by  the  fame 
accident,  two  or  three  lines  are  miHing  towards  the  latter  part,  which 
were  written  on  the  back  part  of  the  paper  which  was  torn  off.  Bit 
what  remains  of  this  letter  will,  I  prefume,  be  very  fatisfuflory  to  the 
intelligent  reader,  upon  many  accounts,  and  efpccially  bccaufc  a  light 
Into  this  affair  will  juftify  the  prodigious  feverity  of  Dr.  Swift's  pern 
againft   Mr.  Steele,  in  his  Public  Spirit  of  the  fVbigs. 

H  3  difpofci 
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difpofed  *******  The  cafe     was  thus :  I  did 
with  the  utmcft:  application,    and  defiring  to  lay  all 
my  credit  upon  it,  defire  Mr.  Harley  (as  he  then 
was  called)  to  fhew  you  mercy.     He  faid  he  would, 
and  wholly  upon  my  account :   that  he  would  ap- 
point you  a  day  to  fee  him  :  that  he  would  not  ex- 
pert you  fhould  quit  any  friend  or  principle.     Some 
days  after,  he  told  me  he  had  appointed  you  a  day, 
and  you  had  not  kept]/  j  upon  which  he  reproached 
me,  as   engaging  for  more   than  I  could    anfwer ; 
and    advifed  me  to  more  caution  another  time.     I 
told  him,  and  defired   my  lord  chancellor  [/»]    and 
lord  Boimgbrokc  to  be  witnefTes,  that  I  would  ne- 
ver fpealc  tor  or  againft  you  as  long  as  I  lived  ;  only 
I  would,  and  that  it  was  flill    my    opinion,  you 
fhould  have  mercy    till  you   gave  further  provoca- 
cations.     This  is  thehiftory  of  what  you  think  fit 
to  call,  in  the  fpirit  of  infulting,  "  their   laughing 
"  at  me  :"  And  you  may    do  it  fecurely  j  for,  by 
the  moft  inhuman  dealings,  you  have  wholly  put 
it  out  of  my  power,  as  a  Chriftian,  to  do  you  the 
ieaft    ill   office.     N;.*xt  I  dcfire    to  know,   whether 
the  grcatcfl:  fervices  ever  done  by    one  man  to  ano- 
ther,  may  not  have  the  fame  turn    as  properly  ap- 
plied to  them  ?  And,   once  more,   fuppofe  they  did 
laugh  at  me,  I  afk  whether  my  inclinations  to  fervc 
you  merit  to  be  rewarded  by  the    vilcft  treatment, 
whether  they  fucceedcd  or  no  ?  If  your  interpreta- 
tion were   true,  I    was  laughed  at  only  for  your 

[/]  Lcid  r.aiaurt. 
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fake  ;  which,  I  think,   is  going  pretty   far  to  fervc 
a  friend.     As  to  the   letter  I  complain   of,  I  appeal 
to  your  moft  partial    friends,    whether  you   ought 
not  either  to  have  aflceJ,  or   written  to  me,   or  dc- 
fired  to  have  been  informed  by  a  third  hand,    whe- 
ther I  were  any  way  concerned  in  writing  the  Exa- 
miner ?    And,  if  I  had    (hulfled,  or  anfwered  indi- 
rectly, or  affirmed  it,   or  faid  I  would   not  give  you 
fatisfadlion  ;  you  might  then  have    wrecked    your 
revenge  with  fome  colour  of  juftice.     I   have  feve- 
ral  times  aiRired  Mr.  Jddifon,  and  fifty  others,  that 
I  had  not  the  leaft  hand  in  writing  any  ofthofe  pa- 
pers ;  and  that  I  had  never   exchanged  one  fyllable 
with    the  fuppofed   author  in  my   life,   that  I  can 
remember,  nor  even  feen   him   above   twice,  and 
that  in  mixed  company,  in  a  place  where  he  came  to 
pay  his  attendance.     One  thing    more  I  muft    ob- 
ferve  to  you,    that,  a  year  or  two  ago,  when    fome 
printers  ufed  to   bring  me    their   papers  in  manu- 
fcript,  I   abfolutely   forbid   them  to  give  any  hints 
againft  Mr.  Add'ijon  and  you,  and  fome  others ;  and 
have  frequently  ftruckout  reflexions  upon  you  in  par- 
ticular, and  fhould  (I  believe)  have  done  it  dill,    if 
I  had  not  wholly   left  off  troubling  myfeif  about 
thofe  kind  of  things. 

I  proteft  I  never  faw  any  thing  more  liable  to  ex- 
ception, than  every  part  is  of  the  letter  you  were 
pleafed  to  write  me.  You  plead,  that  I  do  not, 
in  mine  to  Mr.  ^^^/>«,  indirect  terms,  (ay  am 
not  concerned  with  the  Examiner  ;  And  is  that  an 
excufe  for  the  moft  favage  injuries  in  the  world  a 

H  4  vvxtk 
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week  before  ?     How  far  you  can   prevail  with  th? 
Guardian   I  (hall   not  trouble  myfelf  to  enquire  ; 
and  am  more  concerned  how  you  will  clear  your  own 
honour    and  confcience,    than  my   reputation.     I 
fhall  hardly  lofe  one  friend  by  what  you  [c]*     *     * 
•     *     I  know    not  any  *****     Jaugh  at 
me  for    any     *     *     *     *     n     abfurdity  of  yours. 
There  are  folecifms  in  morals  as  well  as  in  languages  j 
and  to  which  of  the  virtues  you  will  reconcile  your 
conduil  to  me,  is  part  my  imagination.     Be  pleaf- 
cd  only  to  put  thefe  queftions  to  yourfelf.     If  Dr. 
Swift  be  entirely  innocent  of  what  I  accufe  him, 
how  (hall  I  be  able  to  make  him  fatisfa6lion  ?  And 
how  do  I  know  but  he  may  be   intirely   innocent  ? 
If   he    was   laughed    at  only  becaufe  he  folicited 
for     me,   is    that    a    fufficient    reafon  for   nic  to 
fay    the  vileft  things    of  him    in  print,  under  my 
hand,  without  any   provocation  ?     And,    how  do 
I  know  but  he  may  be  in  the  right,   when  he  fays 
I  was  kept  in  my  employment  at  his  interpofition  ? 
If  he  never  once  reflected  on  me  the  leaft  in  any  pa- 
per,  and  hath  hindered  many  others  from  doing  it, 
how  can  I  juftify  myfelf,  for  endeavouring  in  mine 
to  ruin  his  credit  as  a  Chriftian  and  a  clergyman  i 
I  am, 

SIR, 

Your  moft  obedient 

humble  fervant, 

J.  S, 

[<]  Here  the  manufcript  Is  torn, 

LET- 
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LETTER    XVIL 
Mr.     STEELE     to    Dr.     SWIFT. 

SIR,  Bloomjhury,  May  26,  17 1 3. 

IH  A  V  K  received  yours,  and  faid  it  is  impodi- 
blc  for  a  man  to  judge  in  his  own  cafe.  For 
an  allufion  to  you,  as  one  under  the  imputation  of 
helping  the  Examiner,  and  owning  I  was  reflra'ueJ 
out  of  refpccl:  to  you,  vou  tell  Addifon,,  under  your 
hand,  you  think  mc  the  vileft  of  mankind,  and 
bid  him  tell  me  fo.  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  any 
kind  things  faid  in  my  behalf  to  the  trcafurer;  and 
aiFure  you,  when  you  ^vc^e  in  Ireland^  you  were 
the  conftant  iubje£t  of  my  talk  to  men  in  power  at 
that  time.  As  to  the  vileft  of  mankind,  it  would 
be  a  glorious  world  if  I  were.  For  I  would  not 
conceal  my  thoughts  in  favour  of  an  injured  man, 
though  all  the  powers  on  earth  gainfaid  it,  to  be 
made  the  firft  man  in  the  nation.  This  pofition, 
I  know,  will  ever  obftrucl  my  way  in  the  world  ; 
and  I  have  conquered  my  defires  accordingly.  I 
|iave  refolved  to  content  myfelf  with  what  I  can 
get  by  my  own  induftry,  and  the  improvement  of 
a  fmall  eftate,  without  being  anxious  whether  I 
.am  ever  in  a  court  again  or  not.  I  do  afture  you, 
I  do  not  fpeak  this  calmly,  after  the  ill-ufage  in 
your  letter  to  Addijon^  out  of  terror  of  your  wit  or 
my  lord  trcafurer's  power,  but  pure  kindnels  to 
5  'htt 
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the  agreeable  qualities,  I  once  fo  paflionately  (!e- 
lighted  in,  in  you.  You  know,  I  know  nobody, 
but  one  that  talked  after  you,  could  tell  Adalfon 
had  bridled  me  in  point  of  party.  This  was  ill 
hinted,  both  with  relation  to  him,  and, 

SIR, 

Your  moft  obedient 
humble  fervant, 

RICHARD  STEELE. 

I  know  no  party  ;  but  the  truth  of  the  queftion 
is  what  I  will  fupport  as  well  as  I  can,  when 
any  man  I  honour  is  attacked. 

LETTER    XVIII. 
To      Mr.      S   T   E   E   L   E. 

SIR,  May  27,  17 13. 

TH  E  reafon  I  give  you  the  trouble  of  this  re- 
ply to  your  letter,  is  bccaufe  I  am  going  in 
a  very  few  days  to  Ireland:  and,  although  I  in- 
tended to  return  towards  winter^  yet  it  may  hap- 
pen, from  the  common  accidents  of  life,  that  I 
may  never  fee  you  again. 

In  your  yeftcrday's  letter,  you  are  pleafcd  to  take 
the  complaining  fide,  and  think  it  hard  I  (hould 

write 
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write  to  Mr.  Add'ifon  as  I  did,  only  for  an  allu- 
lion.  This  allufion  was  only  calling  a  clergyman 
of  feme  little  diftin<Slion  an  infidel :  A  clergyinan, 
who  was  your  friend,  who  always  loved  you,  who 
had  endeavoured  at  leaft  to  ferve  you  ;  and  who, 
whenever  he  did  write  any  thing,  made  ic  facred 
to  himfelf  never  to  fling  out  the  leaft  hint  againft 
you. 

One  thing  you  are  pleafed  to  fix  on  mc,  as  wliat 
you   are  fure  of;    that   the  Examiner  had  talked 
after  me,   when  he  faid   Mr.   Add'ifon  had   briiiled 
you  in  point  of  party.     I  do  not   read   one  in  fix 
of  thofe  papers,  nor  ever  knew  he  had  fuch  a  paf- 
fao-e  ;  and  I  am  fo  ignorant  of  this,  that  I  cannot 
tell   what  it   means :    whether,    that  Mr.   Addijon 
kept  you  clofe  to  a  party,  or  that  he  hindered  you 
from  writing  about  party.     I   never  talked  or  writ 
to  that  author  in  my  life  ;    fo  that  he  could  not 
have  learned   it  from  me.     And,   in  fiiort,   I  fo- 
lemnly  affirm,  that,  with  relation  to  every  friend 
I  have,  I  am  as  innocent  as  it  is  pofliblc  for  a  hu- 
man creature   to   be.     And,  whether  you  believe 
me  or  not,  I  think,  with  fubmiflion,  you  ought  to 
acl:  as  if  you  believed  me,  till  you  have  dcmonftra- 
tion  to  the  contrary.     1  have  all  the  miniftry  to  be 
my  witnefTes,  that  there   is   hardly  a  man  of  wit 
of  the  adverfe  party,  whom  I  have  not  been  fo  bold 
as   to   recommend   often   and   with   earncilncfs    to 
them.     For,  I  think,  principles  at  prefent  are  quite 
out  of  the  cafe,  and  that  we  difpute  wholly  about 
pcrfons.     In  thcfc  laft  you  and  I  diftlr  5  but  in  the 

other. 
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other,  I  think,  we  agree :  for  I  have  in  print  pro- 
fefled  niyfelf  in  politicks  to  be  what  we  formerly 
called  a  Whig. 

As  to  the  great  man  [d]  whofe  defence  you  un- 
dertake ;  though  I  do  not  think  fo  well  of  him  ;is 
you  do,  yet  1  have  been  the  caufe  of  preventing 
five  hundred  hard  things  to  be  faid  againft  him. 

I  am  fenfible  I  have  talked  too  much  when  my- 
felf  is  the  fubjedt :  therefore  I  conclude  with  fin- 
cere  wifhes  for  your  health  and  profperity,  and 
am, 

SIR, 

Your,  &c. 

You  cannot  but  remember,  that,  in  the  only 
thing  I  ever  publifhed  with  my  name,  I  took 
care  to  celebrate  you  as  much  as  I  could,  and 
in  as  handfome  a  manner,  though  it  was  in  a 
letter  to  the  prefent  lord  treafurer. 

[d]  Dake  of  Mar!borau^b» 
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LETTER    XIX. 

To   Lord   Treafurer    OXFORD. 

On  the  Death  of  his  Daughter^  the  Marchionefs  of 
CaermarthtJu 

My  Lord,  November  21^  ly'S* 

YOUR  lordfhip  is  the  perfon  in  the  world  to 
whom  every  body  ought  to  be  filent  upon 
fuch  an  occafion  as  this,  which  is  only  to  be  fup- 
ported    by    the    greatcft    wifdom    and    ftrcngth   of 
mind  ;  wherein,  God  knows,  the  wifeft  and  beft 
of  us,  who  would  prelume  to  offer  their  thoughts, 
are  far  your  inferiors.     It  is  true,  indeed,  that  a 
great  misfortune  is  apt  to  weaken   the  mind,  and 
difturb   the   underftandino-.     This,    indeed,   mi^ht 
be  fome  pretence  to  us  to  adminifter  our  confola- 
tions,  if  we  had  been  wholly  ftrangers  to  the  per- 
fon gone.     But,  my  lord,  whoever  had  the  honour 
to  know  her,  wants  a  comforter  as  much  as  your 
lordihip  }  becaufe,  though  their  lofs  is  not  fo  great, 
yet  they  have  not  the  fame  firmnefs  and  prudence, 
to   fupport   the  want   of  a   friend,   a   patronefs,   a 
benefactor,  as  you  have  to  fupport  that  of  a  daugh- 
ter.    My  lord,  both  religion  and  reafon  forbid  me 
to  have  the   leaft  concern   for   that  lady's  death, 
upon  her  own   account  ;    and  he  muft   be  an  ill 
Chriftian,  or  a  perfe(5l  ftranger  to  her  virtues,  who 
would   not  wifh    himfclf,    with   all   fubmiflion  to 

God 
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God  Almighty's  will,  in  her  condition.  But  your 
lordihip,  who  hath  loft  fuch  a  daughter,  and  we, 
■who  have  loft  fuch  a  friend,  and  the  world,  which 
hath  loft  fuch  an  example ;  have,  in  our  feveral 
degrees,  greater  caufe  to  lament,  than,  perha{;s, 
was  ever  given  by  any  private  perfon  before.  For, 
my  lord,  I  have  fat  down  to  think  of  every  amia- 
ble quality  that  could  enter  into  the  compofition 
of  a  ladv,  and  could  not  fmsile  out  one,  which 
(he  did  not  poflefs  in  as  high  a  perfe<Stion  as  hu- 
man nature  is  capable  of.  But,  as  to  your  lord- 
fhip's  own  particular,  as  it  is  an  unconceivable 
misfortune  to  have  loft  fuch  a  daughter,  fo  it  is  a 
pofleftion  which  few  can  boaft  of,  to  have  had  fuch 
a  daughter.  I  have  often  faid  to  your  lordfhip, 
that  I  never  knew  any  one,  by  many  degrees,  fo 
happy  in  their  donieftic  as  you  ;  and  I  affirm  you 
are  fo  ftill,  though  not  by  fo  many  degrees :  From 
whence  it  is  very  obvious,  that  your  lordftiip  fhould 
rcfle(?c  upon  v/hat  you  have  left,  and  not  upon 
what  you  have  loft. 

To  fay  the  truth,  my  lord,  you  began  to  be 
too  happy  for  a  mortal ;  much  more  happy  than 
is  ufual  with  the  difpenfations  of  Providence  long 
to  continue.  You  had  been  the  great  inftrument 
of  preferving  your  country  from  foreign  and  do- 
meftic  ruin  :  you  have  had  the  felicity  of  eftablifh- 
ing  your  family  in  the  greatcft  luftre,  without  any 
obligation  to  the  bounty  of  your  prince,  or  any 
induftry  of  your  own  :  you  have  triumphed  over 
the  violence  and  treachery  ot  your  enemies,   by 

your 
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your  courage  and  abilities :  and,  by  the  ftcadincfs 
of  your  temper,  over  the  inconftancy  and  caprice 
of  your  friends.  Perhaps  your  lordfhip  has  felt  too 
much  complacency  wiihin  yourfelf,  upon  this  uni- 
verfal  faccefs  :  and  God  Almighty,  who  would 
not  difappoint  your  e'ndeavours  for  the  publick, 
thought  fit  to  punifh  you  with  a  domeftic  lofs, 
where  he  knew  your  heart  was  moft  expofed  ;  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  has  fulfilled  his  own  wife  pur- 
pofes,  by  rewarding,  in  a  better  life,  that  excellent 
creature  he  has  taken  hom  you. 

I  know  not,  my  lord,  why  I  write  this  to  you, 
nor  hardly  what  1  am  writing.  I  am  fure,  it  is  not 
from  any  compliance  with  form  ;  it  is  not  from 
thinking  that  I  can  give  your  lordfhip  any  eafe.  I 
think  it  was  an  impulfe  upon  me  that  I  fliould  fajr 
fomething :  and  whether  I  (hall  fend  you  what  i 
have  written,  I  am  ye:  in  doubt,  ^\: 

LETTER    XX. 
To  the  Earl   of  P  E  T  E  R  B  O  R  O  W. 

My  Lord,  London,  May  18,  17 14. 

IH  A  D  done  myfelf  the  honour  of  writing  to 
your  excellency,  above  a  month  before  yours 
of  March  the  5th  came  to  my  hands.  The  Satur- 
day's dinners  have  not  been  refumed  fmce  the 
queen's  return  from  Windfor  \  and  I  am  not  forry, 
fmce  it  became  fo  mingled  an  aficmbly,  and  of  f* 
little  ufe  either  to  bufinefs  or  coiivcrfation  ;  fo  that 

I  was 
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I  was  content  to  read  your  queries  to  our  two  great 
friends.  The  treafurer  ftuck  at  them  all ;  but  tlie 
Iccrctary  acquitted  himfeJt"  of  the  firft,  by  affurin'^ 
ane  he  had  often  written  to  your  excellency. 

I  was  told,  the  other  day,  of  an  anfvver  you  made 
to  fomebody  abroad,  who  enquired  of  you  the 
ftate  and  difpofuions  of  our  court :  that  you  could 
not  tell,  for  you  had  been  out  of  England  a  fort- 
night. In  your  letter,  you  mention  the  'World  of 
the  Moon,  and  apply  it  to  England;  but. the  moon 
changes  but  once  in  four  weeks.  By  both  thefe 
inftances,  it  appears  you  have  a  better  opinion  of 
our  ftcadinefs  than  we  deferve ;  for  I  do  not  re- 
member, fince  you  left  us,  that  we  have  continued 
above  four  days  in  the  fame  view,  or  four  minutes 
with  any  manner  of  concert.  I  afl'ure  yoj,  my 
lord,  for  the  concern  I  have  for  the  common  caufe, 
with  relation  to  affairs  both  at  home  and  abroad', 
and  from  the  perfonal  love  I  bear  to  our  friends  in 
power,  1  never  led  a  life  fo  thoroughly  uneafy  as  I 
do  at  prefent.  Our  fituation  is  fo  bad,  that  our 
enemies  could  not,  without  abundance  of  inven- 
tion and  ability,  have  placed  us  fo  ill,  if  we  had 
kft  it  entirely  to  their  management.  For  my  own 
part,  my  head  turns  round  ;  and,  after  every  con- 
verfation,  I  come  away  jull  one  degree  worfe  in- 
formed than  I  went.  I  am  glad,  tor  the  honour 
of  our  nation,  to  find  by  your  excellency's  letter, 
that  feme  other  courts  have  a  (hare  of  frenzy, 
though  not  equal,  nor  of  the  fame  nature  with 
ours.  The  height  of  honcft  men's  wiihes  at  pre- 
fent 
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fent  is  to  rub  off  this  feflion  ;  after  which,  nobody 
ibas  the  impiMience  to  expert  that  we  (hall  not  im- 
mediately fall  to  pieces  :  nor  is  any  thing  I  write 
the  leaft  fecret,  even  to  a  whig  footman. 

The  queen  is  pretty  well  at  prefent ;  but  the 
leafl:  diforder  Ae  has,  puts  all  in  alarm  ;  and,  when 
it  is  over,  we  a£i  as  if  fhe  were  immortal.  Nei- 
ther is  it  poffible  to  pcrfuade  people  to  make  any 
jireparations  agair.ft  an  evil  day.  There  is  a  ne- 
-gotiation  now  in  hand,  which,  I  hope,  will  not 
be  abortive :  the  States-General  are  willing  to  de- 
clare themfelves  fully  fatisfied  with  the  peace  and 
the  queen's  meafures,  t2fc,  and  that  is  too  popu- 
lar a  matter  to  flight.  It  is  impoflible  to  tell  you 
whether  the  prince  of  Hanover  intends  to  con:ie 
over  or  no.  1  fhould  think  the  latter,  by  the  ac- 
-couhts  I  have  feen  ;  yet  our  adverfaries  continue 
.ftrenoufly  to  afFert  otherwife,  and  very  induftri- 
ijufly  give  out,  that  the  lord  treafurer  is  at  the  bot- 
tom ;  which  has  given  fome  jealoufies  not  only  to 
■his  beft  friends,  but  to  fome  J  .fhall  not  nume  ; 
yet  I  am  confident  they  do  him  wrong.  This  for- 
midable journey  is  the  perpetual  fubje^Sb  both  of 
court  and  coffee-houfe  chat. 

Our  myfterious  and  unconcertcd  ways  of  pro- 
.ceeding  have,  as  it  is  natural,  taught  every  body 
to  be  refiners,  and  to  reafon  themfelves  into  a 
thoufand  various  conjecSlures  :  even  I,  who  con- 
verfe  moft  with  people  in  power,  am  not  free  from 
this  evil ;  and,  particularly,  I  thought  myfelf  twenty 
times  in  the  right,  by  drawing  coaclufions  very 
Vol.  XVII.  I  regularly 
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regularly  from  premifes  which  have  proved  wholly 
wrong.  I  think  this,  however,  to  be  a  plain  proof 
that  we  a£l  altogether  by  chance  j  and  that  the 
game,  fuch  as  it  is,  plays  itfelf. 

By  the  prefent  enclofed  in  your  excellency's  let- 
ter, I  find  the  Sicilians  to  be  bad  delineators,  and 
worfe  poets.  As  fneakingly  as  the  prince  looks  at 
the  bilhop's  foot,  I  could  have  made  him:  look 
ten  times  worfe,  and  have  done  more  right  to  the 
piece,  by  placing  your  excellency  there,  reprefer^t- 
ing  your  miftrefs  the  queen,  and  delivering  the 
crown  to  the  biihop,  with  orders  where  to  place 
it.  I  fliould  like  your  new  king  very  well,  if  he 
would  make  Sicily  his  conftant  refidence,  and  ufe 
Savoy  only  as  a  commendam.  Old  books  have  given 
me  great  ideas  of  that  ifland.  I  imagine  every 
acre  there  worth  three  in  England i  and  that  a  wife 
prince,  in  fuch  a  fituation,  would,  after  feme 
years,  be  able  to  make  what  figure  he  pleafed  in 
^the  Mediterranean. 

The  duke  of  Shrew/bury^  not  liking  the  weather 
on  our  fide  the  water,  continues  in  Ireland^  al- 
though he  formally  took  his  leave  there  fix  weeks 
ago.  To7n  Harley  is  every  hour  expelled  here,  and 
writes  me  word,  he  has  fucceeded  at  Hanover  to  his 
wiflies.  Lord  Strafford  writes  the  fame,  and  gives 
himfclf  no  little  merit  upon  it. 

Barber  ihe  printer  was,  fome  time  ago,  in  great 
diftrefs,  upon  printing  a  pamphlet,  of  which  evil 
■tongues  would  needs  call  me  the  author  [e]  :   he 
[t]  The  Puklic  Spirit  of  the  Whigs. 
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was  brought  before  your  houfc,  which  addrefTcd 
the  queen  in  a  body,  who  kindly  publifhcd  a  pro- 
clamation with  300/.  to  difcover.  The  fauh  was, 
calling  the  Scots  a  fierce  poor  Northern  people.  So 
well  protedled  are  thofe  who  fcribble  for  the  go- 
vernment. Upon  which,  I  now  put  one  query  to 
your  excellency,  what  has  a  man  without  employ- 
ment to  do  among  minifters,  when  he  can  neither 
llerve  himfelf,  his  friends,  nor  the  publick  ? 

In  my  former  letter,  which  I  fuppofe  was  fent 
to  Paris  to  meet  you  there,  I  gave  you  joy  of  the 
government  of  Minorca.     One  advantage  you  have 
by  being  abroad,  that  you  keep  your  friends ;   and 
I  can  name  almoft  a  dozen  great  men,  who  tho- 
roughly hate  one  another,  yet  all  love  your  lord- 
fhip.     If  you  have  a  mind  to  preferve  their  friend- 
fhip,  keep  at  a  diftance ;   or  come  over  and  fhew 
your  power,   by  reconciling  at  leaft  two  of  them  ; 
and  remember,  at  the  fame  time,   that  this  laft  is 
an  impoflibility.     If  yoiir  excellency  were  here,  I 
would  fpeak  to  you  without  any  conftraint ;   but 
the  fear  of  accidents,   in   the  conveyance  of  the 
letter,  makes  me  keep  to  generals.     1  am  fure  you 
would  have  prevented   a  great  deal  of  ill,   if  you 
had  continued  among  us ;   but  people  of  my  level 
muft  be  content  to  have  their  opinion  afked,   and 
to  fee   it  not  followed  ;    although  1   have   always 
given  it  with  the  utmoft  freedom  and  impartiality.' 
1  have  troubled   you  too  much  ;   and,   as  a  long 
Jctter  from  you  is  the  moft  agreeable  thing  one  can 

I  2  receive. 
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receive,  fo  the  moft  agreeable  return  would  be  a 
fliort  one.  1  am  ever,  with  the  greateft  refpedt 
and  truth, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Excellency's 

moft  obedient  and 

moft  humble  fervant, 

LETTER     XXI. 
To    Lord    Treafurer   OXFORD. 

My  Lord,  July  ift,  17 14. 

WH  E  N  I  was  with  you,  I  have  faid  more 
than  once  that  I  would  never  allow  qua- 
lity or  ftation  made  any  real  difference  between 
men.  Being  now  abfent  and  forgotten,  I  have 
changed  my  mind :  you  have  a  thoufand  people 
who  can  pretend  they  love  you,  with  as  much  ap- 
pearance of  fmcerity  as  I ;  fo  that,  according  to 
common  jufticc,  i  can  have  but  a  thoufandth  part 
in  return  of  what  I  give.  And  this  difference  is 
wholly  owing  to  your  ftation.  And  the  misfor- 
tune is  ftill  the  greater,  becaufe  I  always  loved  you 
juft  fo  much  the  worfe  for  your  ftation.  For,  in 
your  public  capacity,  you  have  often  angered  mt 
t©  the  heart  i  but,  as  a  private  man,  never  once. 

So 
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So  that,  if  I  only  look:  towards  myfelf,  I  could 
wifli  you  a  private  man  to-morrow.  For  I  have 
nothing  to  a(k,  at  leaft  nothing  that  you  will  give, 
which  is  the  fame  thing :  and  then  you  would  fee 
whether  I  (hould  not,  wiih  much  more  willing-* 
nefs,  attend  you  in  a  retirement,  whenever  you 
pleafe  to  G;ive  me  leave,  than  ever  I  did  at  London 
or  JVindfor.  From  thcfe  fcntiments,  I  will  never 
write  to  you,  if  I  can  help  it,  otherwife  than  as  to 
a  private  perfon,  or  allow  myfelf  to  have  been 
obliged  by  you  in  any  other  capacity. 

The  memory  of  one  great  Inftance  of  your  can- 
dour and  juftice,  I  will  carry  to  my  grave  :  that, 
having  been  in  a  manner  domeftic  with  you  for 
almoft  four  years,  it  was  never  in  the  power  ef  any 
public  or  concealed  enemy  to  make  you  think  ill 
of  me,  though  malice  and  envy  were  often  em- 
ployed to  that  end.  If  I  live,  poUerity  (hall  know 
that,  and  more ;  which,  though  you  and  fome- 
body  that  (hall  be  namelefs  feem  to  value  lefs  than 
I  could  wifh,  is  all  the  return  I  can  make  you. 
Will  you  give  me  leave  to  fay  how  1  would  defire 
to  fland  in  your  memory  ?  As  one  who  was  truly 
fenfible  of  the  honour  you  did  him,  though  he 
was  too  proud  to  be  vain  upon  it :  as  one  who 
was  neither  affaming,  officious,  nor  teazing;  who 
never  wilfully  mifreprefcnted  perfons  or  fatfls  to 
you,  nor  confultcd  his  paffions  when  he  gave  a 
character:  and,  laftly,  as  one  whofe  indifcrctions 
proceeded  altogether  from  a  weak  head,  and  not 
an  ill  heart.     I  will  add  one  thing  more,  which  is 

I  3  the 
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the  higheft  compliment  I  can  make,  that  I  never 
was  afraid  of  ofFending  you,  nor  am  now  in  any 
pain  for  the  manner  I  write  to  you  in,  I  have  faid 
enough  ;  and,  like  one  at  your  levee,  having 
made  my  bow,  I  fhrink  back  into  the  crowd. 
I  am,  djV. 

fk ... 

"^'  LETTER     XXII. 

To   the   Duke  of  O  R  M  O  N  D. 

My  Lord,  July  17th,  17 14. 

IN  E  V  E  R  expected  that  a  great  man  (hould  re- 
member me  in  abfence,  bccaufe  I  knew  it  was 
unreafonable,  and  that  your  grace  is  too  much 
troubled  with  perfons  about  you,  to  think  of  thofe 
who  are  out  of  the  way.  But,  if  Dr.  Pratt  has 
cone  me  right,  I  am  miftakcn  ;  and  your  grace 
has  almoft  declared  that  you  expe£ted  a  letter  from 
me;  which  you  fhould  never  have  had,  if  the  mi- 
niftry  had  been  like  you  :  for  then  I  fhould  have 
always  been  near  enough  to  have  carried  my  own 
mcfTages.  But  I  was  heartily  weary  of  them  ;  and 
your  grace  will  be  my  witnefs,  that  I  defpaircd  of 
any  good  fuccefs,  from  their  manner  of  proceed- 
ing, fome  months  before  I  left  town  ;  where  I 
thoMght  it  became  me  to  continue  no  longer,  when 
I  could  do  no  fcrvice  either  to  myfelf,  my  friends, 
or  the  publick.  By  the  accounts  I  have  from  par- 
ticular friends,  I  find  the  animofity  between  the 

two 
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two  great  men  does  not  at  all  diminifh  :  though  I 
hear  it  is  given  out  that  your  grace's  fuccefTor  [f] 
has  undertaken  a  general  reconcilement.  If  it  be 
true,  this  will  fucceed  like  the  reft  of  his  late  un- 
dertakings. 

I  muft  beg  your  grace's  pardon,  if  I  intreat  you, 
for  feveral  reafons,  to  fee  lady  Majham  as  often  as 
you  conveniently  can :  and  1  muft  likewife  defire 
you,  to  exert  yourfelf  in  the  difpofal  of  the  biftiop- 
ricks  in  Ireland.  It  is  a  fcandal  to  the  crown,  and 
an  injury  to  the  church,  that  they  fhould  be  fo 
long  delayed.  There  are  fome  hot-headed  people, 
on  the  other  fide  the  water,  who  underftand  no- 
thing of  our  court,  and  would  confound  every 
thing;  always  employed  to  raife  themfelves  upon 
the  ruins  of  thofe  chara6lers  they  have  blafted.  I 
wifh  their  intermeddling  may  not  occafion  a  worfe 
choice  than  your  grace  approved  of  laft  winter. 
However,  I  beg  you  will  take  care  that  no  injury 
be  done  to  Dr.  Pratt^  or  Dr.  Elwood,  who  have 
more  merit  and  candour  than  a  hundred  of  their 
<ietra6lors.    1  am,  with  the  greateft  rcfpedl, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  moft  obedient 

and  moft  obliged 

humble  fervant, 

J.  s. 

[/]  The  Duke  of  Sbrewjhury. 

I  4  LET- 
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LETTER    XXIIL 

To    Lord    OXFORD. 

On  hearing  his  Intentism  U  re/tgn  his   Staff. 

My  Lord,  July  15th,  1714. 

TO-MORROW  feven-night  I  (hall  fet  out 
from  hence  to  Ireland -j  my  liccnfe  for  ab- 
fence  being  fo  near  out,  that  1  can  ftay  no  longer 
without  taking  another.  I  fay  this,  that,  if  you 
have  any  commands,  I  fhall  have  juft  time  enough 
to  receive  them  before  I  go.  And,  if  you  refign 
in  i  few  days,  as  I  am  told  you  defign  to  do,  you 
may  poflibly  retire  to  Hcrefordjhire^  where  I  (hall 
readily  attend  you,  if  you  foon  withdraw ;  or, 
after  a  few  months  ftay  in  Ireland^  I  will  return 
at  the  beginning  of  winter,  if  you  pleafe  to  com- 
mand me.  I  fpeak  in  the  dark,  becaufe  I  am  al- 
together fo ;  and  what  I  fay  may  be  abfurd.  You 
will  pleafe  to  pardon  me  j  for,  as  1  am  wholly  ig- 
norant, fo  I  have  none  of  your  compofure  of  mind. 
I  pray  God  Almighty  dire6l  and  defend  you,  ^c. 
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LETTER      XXIV. 
To     Lady     M  A  S  H  A  M. 

Madam,  Aug.  yth,  1714, 

I  HAD  the  hcvnour  of  a  letter  from  your  lady- 
(hip  a  week  ago ;   and,  the  day  after,  came  the 
unfortunate    news    of  the    queen's    death,    which 
made  it  altogether  unfeafonable,  as  perhaps  it  may 
be  ftill,  to  give  your  ladyfliip  this  kind  of  trouble. 
Although  my  concern  be  as  great  as  that  of  any 
other  good  fubjeft,  for  the  lofs  of  fo  excellent  a 
princefs  ;  yet  I  can  aflure  you,  madam,  it  is  little 
to  what  I  fufFer  upon  your  ladyfhip's  particular  ac- 
count.    As   you  excel  in  the  feveral  duties  of  a 
tender  mother,  a  true  friend,  and   a  loving  wifc» 
fo  you  have  been  the  beft  and  moft  faithful  fcrvanc 
to  your  miftrefs,  that  ever  any  fovereign  had.  And, 
althout>-h  you  have   not  been  rewarded  fuitable  to 
your  merits,  I  doubt  not  but  God  will  m.ke  it  up 
fo  you  in  another  life,  and   to  your  children  and 
pofterity   in  this.     I  cannot  go  about  to  comfort 
your   ladyftiip   in  your   great   afflidion,    othcrwifc 
than  by    begging  you  to   make   ufe   \:ii  your  own 
piety  and   your  own   wifdom,   of  both  which  you 
have  fo  great  a  fliare.     You    are  no  longer  a  fer- 
vant ;   but  you  are  ftill  a  wife,  a  mother,  and  a 
friend  ;   and  you  are  bound  in  confcience  to  take 
care  of  your  health,    in  order  to  acquit  yourfclf 
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of  thefe  duties,   as   well  as  you  did  of  the  other, 
which  is  now  at  an  end. 

I  pray  God  to  fupport  your  ladyfliip,  under  {o 
great  a  (hare  of  load,  in  this  general  calamity  ;  and 
remain,  with  the  greatefl  refpeil  and  truth. 

Madam,  Your  ladyfhip's 

moft  obedient  and 

moft  obliged  fervant. 

I  moft  heartily  thank  your  ladyfliip  for  the  favour- 
able exppeflions  and  intentions  in  your  letter, 
written  at  a  time  when  you  were  at  the  height 
of  favour  and  power. 

LETTER     XXV. 
To    Lord    BOLINGBROKE. 

My  Lord,  Jug.  7th,  17 14. 

IH  A  D  yours  of  the  third,  and  our  country- 
pofl:  is  fo  ordered,  that  I  could  acknowledge  it 
no  fooner.  It  is  true,  my  lord,  the  events  of  five 
<Jays  laft  week  might  furnifii  morals  for  another 
volume  of  Seneca.  As  to  my  lord  Oxford,  I  told 
him  freely  my  opinion  before  I  left  the  town,  that 
he  ought  to  rcfign  at  the  end  of  the  feflion.  I  faid 
the  fame  thing  often  to  your  lordfhip  and  my  lady 
Majbam^  although  you  feemed  to  think  otherwife, 

for 
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for  fome  reafons ;  and  faid  fo  to  him  one  afternoon, 
when  I  met  you  there  with  my   lord  chancellor. 
But,  I  remember,  one  of  the  laft  nights  I  faw  him 
(it  was  at  lady  Majbams  lodgings),  I  faid  to  him, 
that,    upon    the  foot  your  lordfliip  and   he  then 
were,   it  was  impoflible  you  could   ferve  together 
two  months ;   and,  I  think,  I  was  juft  a  week  out 
in  my  calculation.     J  am  only  forry,  that  it  was 
not  a  refignation,  rather  than  a  removal ;   becaufc 
the  perfonal  kindnefs  and  diftindtion  I  always  re- 
ceived from  his  lordfliip  and  you,  gave  me  fuch  a 
love  for  you  both  (if  you  great  men  will  allow 
that  expreflion  in  a  little  one)   that  I  refolved  to 
preferve  it  entire,   however  you  differed  between 
yourfelves ;   and  in  this  I  did,  for  fome  time,  fol- 
low your  commands  and  example.     I   impute  it 
more  to  the  candour  of  each  of  you,  than  to  my 
own  conduct,   that,   having  beeu,  for  two  years, 
almoft  the  only  man  who   went  between  you,  I 
never  obferved  the  leaft  alteration  in  either  of  your 
countenances   towards  me.     I  vrill   fwear  for  no 
man's  fincerity,   much  lefs  for  that  of  a  minifter  of 
flate:   but  thus  much  I  have  faid,   wherever  it  was 
proper,   that  your  lordftiip's  propofals  were  always 
the  faireft  in  the  world,   and  I  faithfully  delivered 
them  as  I  was  empowered  :    and,   although  I  am 
no  very  fkilful  man  at  intrigue,  yet  I  durft  forfeit 
my  head,  that,  if  the  cafe  were  mine,  I  could  have 
cither  agreed  with  you,  or  put  you  dam  voire  tort. 
When    I    faw    all   reconciliation   impradicablc,   I 
thought  fit  to  retire  j   and  was  refolved,  for  fome 
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reafons  (not  to  be  mentioned   at  this  diftance)  to 
have  nothing  to  do  with    whoever   was   to  be  Jaft 
in.     For  either  I  {hould   not  be  needed,  or  not  be 
made  ufe  of.     And,  let  the  cafe  be  what  it  would, 
1  had  rather  be  out  of  the   way.     All  I  pretended 
was,    to   fpeak   my    thoughts    treely,    to   reprefent 
perfons  and  things  without  any  mingle  of  my  own 
mtereft  or  paflions,  and,  fometiineb,  to  make  ufe 
of  an  evil  inilrument,  which  was  like  to  coft  me 
dear,  even  from  thofe  for  whofe  fervice  it  was  em- 
ployed.    I   did   believe  there  would  be  no  further 
occafion  for  me,  upon  any  of  thofe  accounts.     Be- 
fides,  1  had  fo  ill  an  opinion  of  the  queen's  health, 
that  I  was  confident  you  had  not  a  quarter  of  time 
left  for  the  work  you  had  to  do ;   having  let  ilip 
the  opportunity  of  cultivating  thofe  difpofitions  flic 
had  got  after  her  ficknefs  at  Windfor,     I  never  left 
preffing  my  lord  Oxford  with  the  utmoll  earneftnefs 
(and  perhaps  more  than  became  me)  that  we  might 
be  put  in  fuch  a  condition,  as  rot  to  lie  at  mercy 
on  this  great  event.     And   I  am  your  lordfhip's 
witnefs,   that  you  have  nothing   to  anfwer  for  in 
that  matter.     I  will,  for  once,  talk  in   my  trade, 
and  tell  you  that  I  never  faw  any  thing  more  re- 
femble  our  proceedings,  than  a  man  of  fourfcore, 
or  in  a  deep  confutnption,  going  on  in  his  fins,  al- 
though his  phyficiaji  aflured  him  he  could  not  live  a 
week.     Thofe  wonderful   refinements,   of  keeping 
men  in  expectation,   and  not  letting  your   friends 
be  too  flrong,  might  be  proper  in  their  fcafon.    Sed 
auH£  noit  erat   hi;   Ijcus.      Befidci,    you  kept  your 
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bread  and  butter  till  it  was  too  ftale  for  any  body 
to  care  for  it.  Thus  your  machine  of  four  years 
modelling  is  dalhed  to  pieces  in  a  moment:  and 
as  well  by  the  choice  of  the  regents  as  bv  their 
proceedings,  I  do  not  find  their  is  any  intention  of 
managing  you  in  the  leait.  The  whole  nineteen 
confift  either  of  the  higheft  party-men,  or  (which 
mightily  mends  the  matter)  of  fuch  who  left  us 
upon  the  fubje<Sl-  of  the  peace,  and  affected  jealoufies 
about  the  fucceflion.  It  might  rcafonably  be  ex- 
pe«9;ed,  that  this  quiet  pofieffion  might  convince 
the  fucceflor  of  the  good  diipofitions  of  the  church- 
party  towards  him  ;  and  1  ever  thought  there  v/as 
a  mighty  failure  fomewhere  or  other,  that  thi^ 
could  not  have  been  done  in  the  queen's  life.  — 
But  this  is  too  much  for  what  is  paf}  ;  and  yet, 
whoever  obferved  and  diflilced  the  caufes,  hath 
fome  title  to  quarrel  with  the  effcdls.  As  to  wiiat 
is  to  come,  your  lordfhip  is  in  the  prime  of  your 
years,  plcin  dcs  efprits  qui  fomijjint  les  efperances ; 
and  you  are  now  again  to  adt  that  part  (thoii:^h  in 
another  aflembly)  which  you  formerly  difchargcd 
fo  much  to  your  own  honour,  and  the  advantage 
of  your  caufe.  You  fet  out  with  the  wind  and  tide 
againft  you;  yet,  at  laft,  arrived  at  your  port, 
from  whence  you  are  now  driven  back  into  open 
fea  again.  But,  not  to  involve  myfelf  in  an  alle- 
gory, I  doubt  whether,  after  this  difappointmcnt, 
you  can  go  on  with  the  fame  vigour  you  did  iu 
your  more  early  youth.  Experience,  which  has 
added  to  your  wifdoni,  has  kflcned  your  rcfolution. 

"^'ou 
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You  are  now  a  general,  who,  after  many  vI<So-> 
ries,  hath  loft  a  battle,  and  have  not  the  fame  con- 
fidence in  yourfelf  or  your  troops.  Your  fellow 
labourers  have  either  made  their  fortunes,  or  are 
paft  them,  or  will  go  over  to  feek  them  on  the 
other  fide. Yet,  after  all,  and  to  refume  a  lit- 
tle c«urage :  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  church -inter- 
eft  is  no  mean  ftation ;  and  that,  as  I  take  it,  is 
now  in  your  lordfliip's  power.  In  order  to  which, 
I  could  heartily  vvifti  for  that  union  you  mention  ; 
bccaufe,  I  need  not  tell  you,  that  fome  are  more 
dextrous  at  pulling  down  their  enemies  than,  i^c. 
We  have  certainly  more  heads  and  hands  than  our 
adverfaries ;  but,  it  muft  be  confefled,  they  have 
ftronger  (boulders  and  better  hearts.  I  only  doubt 
my  friends,  the  rabble,  are  at  leaft  grown  trim- 
mers J  and  that,  fetting  up  the  cry  of  Trade  and 
JVool^  againft  Sacheverel  and  the  Church,  hath  cool- 
ed their  zeal.  I  take  it  for  granted,  there  will  be 
St  new  parliament  againft  winter ;  and  if  they  will 
retain  me  on  the  other  fide,  as  their  counfellor,  I 
will  engage  them  a  majority.  But,  fince  it  is  pof- 
fible  I  may  not  be  fo  far  in  their  good  graces,  if 
your  lordlhip  thinks  my  fervice  may  be  of  any  ufe 
in  this  new  world,  I  will  be  ready  to  attend  you 
by  the  beginning  of  winter.  For  the  misfortune 
is,  that  I  muft  go  to  Ireland  to  take  the  oaths  ; 
which  I  never  refleded  on  till  I  hud  notice  from 
fome  friends  in  London.  And  the  fooner  I  go  the 
better,  to  prevent  accidents ;  for  I  would  not  wil- 
lingly want  a  favour  at  prefent.     I  think  to  fet  out 
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in  a  few  days,  but  not  before  your  lordfhip's  com- 
mands and  inftruftions  may  reach  me. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  offering  my  humbled 
thanks  and  acknowledgements,  for  your  iordfliip's 
kind  intentions  towards  me  (if  this  accident  had 
not  happened)  of  which  I  received  feme  general 
hints.'  •  I  pray  God  direft  your  lordfhip  :  and  I 
defire  you  will  believe  me  to  be,  what  I  am  with 
the  utmoft  truth  and  refpe£l. 

Your  lordfliip's  mort  obedient,  &c. 

LETTER    XXVI. 

To  Lord  BOLINGBROKE. 

Dublin^    Sept.  14th,    1714. 

My  Lord, 

I  HOPE  your  lordfhip,  who  were  always  fo 
kind  to  me  while  you  were  a  fervant,  will  not 
forget  me  now  in  your  greatneff,  I  give  you  thit 
caution,  becaufe  I  really  believe  you  will  be  apt 
to  be  exalted  in  your  new  ftation  of  retirement, 
which  was  the  only  honourable  poft  that  thofe  who 
gave  it  you  were  capable  of  conferring.  And 
as,  in  other  employments,  the  circumftances  with 
which  they  are  given  are  fometimes  faid  to  be  equal- 
ly valuable  with  the  gift  itfelf,  fo  it  was  in  your 
cafe.  The  fealing  up  your  office,  and  efpecially 
without  any  direiSlions  from  the  king,  difcovercd 
fuch  fentiments  of  you  in  fuch  p^rfons,  as  would 
make   any  honeft  man   proud  to  (hare  them. 

I  muft  be  fo  free  to  tell  you,  that  this  ne.v  office 
of  retirement  will  be  harder  for  you  to  keep  than 
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that  of  fecrctary  :  ami  you  lie  under  one  great  ^iC- 
advantage,  befides  your  being  too  young;  tijat, 
whereas  none  but  Icnnves  and  fools  delire  to  deprive 
you  of  your  former  poft,  all  the  honeft  men  in 
England  will  be  for  putting  you  out  ©f  thi«. 

I  go  on  in  writing,  though  I  know  not  how  to 
fend  you  my  letter.  If  I  were  fure  it  would  be  open- 
ed by  the  fealers  of  your  office,  I  would  fill  it  with 
fome  terms  of  art,  that  they  would  better  deferve 
than  relifh. 

It  is  a  point  of  wifdom  too  hard  for  me,  not  to 
)ook  back  with  vexation  upon  paft  management. 
Divines  tell  us  often  from  their  pulpits^  that  half 
the  pains  which  fom€  men  take  to  be  damned, 
would  have  compafied  their  falvation  :  this,  I  am 
fiire,  was  extremely  our  cafe.  I  know  not  what 
motions  your  lordfhip  intends  :  but,  if  I  fee  the 
old  whig  meafures  taken  in  the  next  eledlions ;  and 
that  the  Court,  the  Bank,  Eaft-India,  and  South- 
fea,  a£t  ftrenuoufiy,  and  procure  a  majority ;  J 
fhall  lie  down,  and  beg  oijupiierio  heave  the  cart 
out  of  the  dirt. 

I  would  give  all  I  am  worth,  for  the  fake  of  my 
country,  that  you  had  left  your  mantle  with  fome- 
body  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  or  that  a  dosea 
honcft  men  among  them  had  only  fo  many  fhreds 
of  it. — And  fo,  having  difpatched  all  our  friends 
tn  England^  off  flies  a  fpl inter,  and  knocks  tw» 
governors  of  Ireland  dead.  I  remember,  we  never 
had  leifure  to  think  of  that  kingdom.  The  poor 
dead  queen  is  ufcd  Hkc  the  giant  Longaron  in  Rabe-' 
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liiis.  Pantagruehook  Longaron  by  the  heels,  and  made 
him  his   weapon  to  kill  twenty  other  giants  ;  then 
fluiig  him  over  a  river  in  the  tovi^n,  and    killed  two 
ducks  and  an  old  cat.     I  could  talk  very    wifely  to 
you,  but  you  would  regard  me  not.  I  could  bid  you, 
non  dcfperare  de  rcpublicd  ;   and    fay,    that  res  nolunt 
diu  male  adminijlrari.     But  I  will  cut  all  (hort,  and 
affure  you,  that,  if  you  do  not  fave  us,  I   will  not 
be  at  the  pains    of  racking  my   invention  to  gucis 
how  we  Ihallbe  faved  ;  and  yet  I  have   read  Polybius. 
They  tell  me  you  have  a  very  good  crop  of  wheat, 
but  the  barley  is  bad.     Hay  will  certainly  be  dear, 
unlefs  we  have  an  open  winter.     I  hope  you  found 
your  hounds   in   good    condition,  and   that  Bright 
has  not  made  aftirrup-leather  of  your  jocky-belt. 

I  imagine    you  now   fmoaking  with   your  hum- 
drum fquire  (I  forget  his  name)  who  can  go  home  at 
midnight,  and  open  a  dozen  gates  when  he  isdrunk. 
I  beg  your  lordfhip   not  to  alk  me  to  lend  you 
any  money.     If  you    will    come   and  live  at  the 
deanry,  and  furnifti  up  an  apartment,  I   will    find 
you  in  victuals  and  drink,  which  is  more  than  ever 
you  got  by  the  court  :  and,  as  proud  as  you  are,  1 
hope  to  fee  you  accept  a  part  of  this  offer  before  I  di-.-. 

The  . take    this    country  ;  it  has,  in   three 

weeks,  fpoilt  two  as  good  fixpenny  pamphlets,  as 
ever  a  proclamation  was  iflucd  out  againft.  And 
fince  we  talk  of  that,  will  there  not  be  *******  * 
*  *  *  [i]-  I  fi^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  °^  loving  England,  as  the 

[^]  Here  are  two  or  three  words  in   th«  manufcript  totally  crafci 
and  illegibk-. 
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fellow  was  of  his  ague,  by   getting  himfelf  yvhipt 
through  the  town. 

I  would  retire  too,  if  I  could  j  but  my  country- 
feat,  where  I  have  an  acre  of  ground,  is  gone  to  ru- 
in. The  wall  of  my  own  apartment  is  fallen  down, 
and  I  want  mud  to  rebuild  it,  and  ftraw  to  thatch 
it.  Befides,  a  fpiteful  neighbour  has  feized  on  fix 
foot  of  ground,  carried  off  my  trees,  and  fpoiled  my 
grove.  All  this  is  literally  true,  and  I  have  not 
fortitude  enough  to  go  and  fee  thofe  devaftations. 

But,  in  return,  I  live  a  country-life  in  town,  fee 
nobody,  and  go  every  day  once  to  prayers;  and 
hope,  in  a  few  months,  to  grow  as  ftupid  as  the 
prefent  fituation  of  affairs  will  require. 

Well,  after  all,  parfons  are  not  fuch  bad  com- 
pany, efpecially  when  they  are  under  fubjeclion  ^ 
and  I  let  none  but  fuch  come  near  me. 

However,  pray  God  forgive  them,  by  whofe 
indolence,  negle^,  or  want  of  friendftiip,  I  am 
reduced  to  live  with  twenty  leagues  of  falt-water 
between  your  lordfhip  and  me,  ^c. 

LETTER    XXVn. 
To  the  Earl   of  O  X  F  O  R  D. 
My  Lord,  Dublin,  July  19,  1715. 

IT  may  look  like  an  idle  or  officious  thing  in  me, 
to  give  your  lordfliip  any  interruption  under 
your  prefent  circumftances :  Yet  I  could  never 
forgive  myfelf,  if,  after  being  treated  for  feveral 
years  with  the  greateft  kindnefs  and  diftinaion,  by 
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a  perfon  of  your  lordftiip's  virtue,  I  flioulJ  omit 
making  you,  at  this  time,  the  humblcft  offers  of 
my  poor  fervice  and  attendance.  It  is  the  fir  ft 
time  I  ever  folicited  you  in  my  own  behalf;  and, 
if  I  am  refufed,  it  vi^ill  be  the  firft  rcqueft  you  ever 
refufcd  me.  ]  do  not  think  myfelf  obliged  to  regu- 
late my  opinions  by  the  proceedings  of  a  houfe  of 
lords  or  commons ;  and  therefore,  however  thev 
may  acquit  themfelves  in  your  iordfhip's  caf^',  I 
(hall  take  the  liberty  of  thinking  ar,d  calHng  your 
lordftiip  the  ableft  and  faithfulleft  minifler,  and 
trueft  lover  of  your  country,  that  this  age  hath  pro- 
duced. And  I  have  aheady  taken  care,  that  you 
Ihall  be  (o  reprefented  to  poilcrity,  in  fplte  of  ail 
the  rage  and  malice  of  your  enemies.  And  this  I 
know  will  not  be  wholly  indifferent  to  your  lord- 
fliip;  who,  next  to  a  good  confcience,  always 
efteemed  reputation  your  beftpoffeflion.  Your  in- 
trepid behaviour,  under  this  profecution,  aftonilh- 
eth  every  one  but  me,  who  know  you  fo  well  and 
how  little  it  is  in  the  power  of  human  a£t  ens  or 
events  to  difcompofe  you.  I  have  fccn  your  lord- 
Ihip  labouring  under  greater  difficultiLS,  and  cxpo- 
ied  to  greater  dangers,  and  over-coming  both,  by 
the  providence  of  God,  and  your  own  vvifdom  and 
courage.  Your  life  hath  been  already  attempted  by 
private  malice  ;  it  is  now  purfued  by  public  refent- 
nient.  Nothing  elfe  remained.  You  were  dcf- 
tined  to  both  trials  j  and  the  fame  Power  which  de- 
livered you  out  of  the    paws   of  the  lion    and  the 
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bear,  will,  I  rruft,  deliver  you  out  of  the  hands' of 
the  uncircumciled. 

I  can  write  no  more.  You  fuffer  for  a  o-ood 
caufe;  for  having  preferved  your  country,  and  for 
having  been  the  great  inftrument,  under  God,  of 
his  piefcnt  majefty's  peaceable  acceffion  to  the 
ti>rone.  This  I  know,  and  this  your  enemies  know  ; 
and  this  I  will  take  care  that  all  the  world  Ihall 
know,  and  future  ajies  be  convinced  oL  God  AI- 
mighty  protecl:  you,  and  continue  to  you  that  forti- 
tude and  magnanimity  he  hath  endowed  you  with. 
Farewel. 

J.  s. 

LETTER    XXVIII. 
To  Lord  BOLINGBROKE. 

A^Y  Lord, 

IF  O  R  G  E  T  whether  T  formerly  mentioned 
to  you  what  I  have  obferved  in  Cicero  ;  that, 
in  fome  of  his  letters,  while  he  was  in  exile,  there 
is  a  fort  of  melancholy  plcafurr  j  which  is  w(;nd>?rfully 
afFc£ling.  1  believe  the  reaiun  muft  be,  that,  in 
thofc  circumftances  of  life,  there  is  more  leifure 
for  friendfliip  to  operate,  without  any  mixture  of 
envy,  intereft,  or  ambition.  But,  I  am  afraid, 
this  was  chiefly  when  Cicero  writ  to  his  brethren  in 
exile,  or  they  to  him  ;  becaufe  common  diftrefs 
is  a  great  promoter  both  of  fricndfhip  and  fpecu- 
lation.      For,   1  doubt,    profpcrity   and  adverfity 
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are  too  much  at  variance,  ever  to  fuftcr  a  near  al- 
liance between  their  owners. 

Friendfliip,    v/e  fay,  is  created  by  a  refemblance 
of  humours.     You  allow  that  adverfity  both  taught 
you  to  think  and  reafon  much  other  wife  than  ycu 
did  ;  whereas,    I  can    aflure  you,  that  thofe  who 
contrived  to  flay  at  home,  and  keep  what  they  had, 
are    not  changed    at  all  ;  and,    if   they   fometimes 
drink  an    abfent   friend's  health,  they    have  fully 
difcharged  their  duty.     I  have  been,  for  fome  time, 
nurfmg    up   an   obfervation,    which    perhaps  may 
be  a  juft  one  :  that  no  m.en  are  ufed  fo  ill,  upon  a 
change  of  times,  as    thofe  who  a<fted  upon  a  pub- 
lic view,  without  regard   to  themfelves.     I  do  not 
mean  from  the  circumftance  of  faving  more  or  lefs 
money,    but  becaufe   I  take  it,  that  the  fame  grain 
of  caution,  which   difpofcth  a   man  to  fill  his  cof- 
fers, will   teach    him  how  to   preferve  them  upon 
all  events.     And  I  dare  hold  a  wager  that  the  duke 
of  Marlborough,  in   all  his   campaigns,   was  never 
known  to  lofe  his  baggage.     I    am  heartily  glad  to 
hear  of  that  unconditional  offer  you  mention  ;  be- 
caufe I  have  been   taught  to  believe  there  is  little 
good-nature  to  be   had  from  that  quarter :  and,  if 
the  offer  were  fincere,  I  know  not  why  it  has  not 
fiicceedcd,    fince    every  thing  is  granted  that  can 
be  afked  for,   unlefs  there  be  an  exception  only  for 
generous  and  good-natured  actions.    When  I  think 
of  you  with  relation  to  fir  Rtger,  I  imagine  a  youth 
of  fixteen  marrying  a   woman  of  thirty  for  love ; 
fhe  decays    every  year,   while  he  grows  up  to  his 
K   3  prime  ; 
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prime  ;  and  when  it  is  too  late,  he  wonders  how  he 
could  think  of  fo  unequal  a  match,  or  what  is  be- 
come of  the  beauty  he  was  fo  fend  of. — 1  am  told, 
he  outdoes  himfelf  in  every  quality  for  which  we 
ufed  to  quarrel  with  him.  I  do  not  think,  that 
ieifure  of  life,  and  tranquillity  of  mind,  which  for- 
tune and  your  own  wifJom  hath  given  you,  could 
be  better  employed  than  in  drawing  up  very  exa6t 
memoirs  of  thofe  affairs,  wherein,  to  my  know- 
ledge, you  had  the  mod  difficuit  and  weighty  part; 
and  I  have  often  thought,  in  comparing  periods  of 
time,  there  never  was  a  more  important  one  in 
England  than  that  which  made  up  the  four  laft 
years  of  the  late  queen.  Neither  do  I  think  any 
thing  could  be  more  entertaining,  or  ufeful,  than 
the  ftory  of  it  fully  and  exadly  told,  with  fuch  ob.^ 
fervations,  in  fuch  a  fpirit,  flyle,  and  method,  as 
you  alone  are  capable  of  performing  it.  Onerea- 
fon  why  we  have  fo  few  memoirs  written  by  prin- 
cipal adlors,  is  becaufe  much  familiarity  with  great 
affairs  makes  men  value  them  too  little  ;  yet  fuch 
perfons  will  read  Tacitus  and  Cowmines  with  won- 
derful delight.  Therefore  I  muft  beg  two  things  ; 
firft,  that  you  will  not  omit  any  pafl'age  becaufe 
you  think  it  of  little  moment ;  and,  fecondly,  that 
you  will  write  to  an  ignorant  world,  and  not  fup- 
pofe  j-our  reader  to  b^  only  of  the  prefent  age,  or 
to  live  v/ithin  ten  miles  of  London.  There  is  no- 
thmg  more  vexes  me,in  old  hirtorians,  than  when 
they  lei;ve  mc  in  the  dark  in  fome  paflfages  which 
they  fuppofc  every  one  to  know.  It  is  this  iazinefs, 
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pride^  or  incapacity  of  great  men,  that  hath    given 
way  to  the    impertinents  of  the  nation  where  you 
are,  to  pellcr  us  with  memoirs  full    of  trifling  and 
romance.     Let  a  Frenchman  talk  twice  with   a  mi- 
nifter  of  ftate,  he  defires  no  more  to  furoifh   out  a 
volume  ;  and  I,  who  am  no  Frenchman,  defpairing 
ever  to  fee  any    thing   of  what  you  tell  me,  have 
been  fome  time  providing  materials  for  fuch  a  work, 
only  upon  the  itrengthofhaving  been  always  amon<;ft 
you,  and  ufed  with  more  kindnefs  and  confidence, 
than  it  often  happens  to  men  of  my  trade  and  level. 
But  I  am  heartily  glad  of  fo  good  a  reafon  to  think 
no  further  that  way,  although  I    could   fay  many 
things  v.'hich  you  will  never  allow  yourfclf  to  write.  I 
have  already  drawn  your  charatSler  at  length  in  one 
tract,  and  a  fketch  of  it  in  another.     But  1  am  fcn- 
fible  that,  when  C«f/^r  defer ibes  one  of  his  own  bat- 
tles, v/e  conceive  a  greater  idea  of  him  from  thence, 
than  from  all  the  praifes  any  other  writer  can  give 
him. 

I  read  your  Paraphrafe  with  great  pleafure  ;  and 
the  goodnefs  of  the  poetry  convinces  me  ot  the  truth 
of  your  philofophy.  I  agree,  that  a  great  part  of 
our  wants  is  imaginary ;  yet  there  is  a  different  pro- 
portion, even  in  real  want,  between  one  man  and 
another.  A  king,  deprived  of  his  kingdom,  would 
be  allowed  to  live  in  real  want,  although  he  had 
ten  thoufand  a  year  ;  and  the  cafe  is  parallel  in 
every  degree  of  life.  When  I  reafon  thus  on  the 
cafeof  fome  abfent  friends,  it  frequently  takes  away 
all  the  quiet  of  my  mind.     I    think  it   indecent  to 
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be  merry,  or  take  fatisfadion  in  any  thing,  while 
thofe  who  prefided  in  councils  or  armies,  and  by 
whom  I  had  the  honour  to  be  beloved,  are  either  in 
humble  folicitude,  or  attending,  like  Hannihaly 
in  foreign  courts,  donee  Bithyno  libeatvigilare  iyran- 
no.  Myhealth  (a  thing  of  no  moment)  is  fomewhat 
mended  ;  but,  at  beft,  I  have  an  ill  head  and  an 
aching  heart.  Pray  God  fend  you  foon  back  to  your 
country  in  peace  and  honour,  thatl  may  once  more 
fee  him  cum  quo  morantem  Jape  diem  fregi^  &c, 

LETTER    XXIX. 

To  Lord  BOLINGBROKE. 

December  19,  lyiQ* 
My  Lord, 

IF  I  R  S  T  congratulate  with  you  upon  grow- 
ing rich  ;  for  I  hope  our  friend's  information 
is  true,  Omne  folum  diti  patria.  Euripides  makes 
the  queen  Jocajla  afk  her  exiled  fon,  how  he 
got  his  vi6luals  ?  But  who  ever  e^pefted  to  fee 
you  a  trader  or  dealer  in  flocks  ?  I  thought  to 
have  feen  you  where  you  are,  or  perhaps  nearer  : 
but  diii  aliter  vifum.  It  may  be  with  one's  country  as 
with  a  lady:  if  fhe  be  cruel  and  ill-natured,  and 
will  not  receive  us,  we  ought  to  confider  that  we 
are  belter  without  her.  But,  in  this  cafe,  we  may 
add,  flie  has  neither  virtue,  honour,  nor  juftice. 
I  have  gotten  a  mezzotinto  (for  want  of  a  better) 
of  Arijiippusy  in   my  drawing-room  :  The  mpttq 

at 
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Rt  the  top  is,  Omnis  AriJ^'ippnm^  l^c.  and  at  the 
bottom,  Tania  focdus  cum  gtnte  ferirc^  ccmm'i^um 
invent.  But,  fince  what  I  heard  of  M'lJJiftppi^  I 
am  grown  fonder  of  the  former  motto.  You 
have  heard  that  Plaio  followed  merchandize  three 
years,  to  fhew  he  knew  how  to  grow  rich  as  well 
as  to  be  a  philofopher:  and,  I  guefs,  PL-io  w^s 
then  about  forty,  the  period  which  the //^//^'?zj  pre- 
Icribe  for  being  wife,  in  order  to  be  rich  at  fifty. 
Sefies  ut  in  otia  tuia  recedant.  I  have  known  fome- 
thing  of  courts  and  minifters  longer  than  you, 
who  knew  them  fo  many  thoufand  times  better  ; 
but  I  do  not  remember  to  have  ever  heard  of,  or 
feen,  one  great  genius,  who  had  long  fuccefs  in 
the  miniflry  :  and,  recollecting  a  great  many,  in 
my  memory  and  acquaintance,  thofe  who  had  the 
fmootheft  time  were,  at  beft,  men  of  middlino- 
degree  in  underftanding.  But,  if  I  were  to  frame 
a  romance  of  a  great  minifter's  life,  he  (hould  begin 
it  as  Arijlippus  has  done  ;  then  be  fent  into  exile, 
and  employ  his  leifure  in  writing  the  memoirs  of 
his  own  adminiftration  ;  then  be  recalled,  invited 
to  refume  his  fhare  of  power,  acSl  as  far  as  was 
decent;  at  laft,  retire  to  the  country,  and  be  a 
pattern  of  hofpitality,  politenefs,  wifdom,  and 
virtue.  Have  you  not  obfervcd,  that  there  is  a 
lower  kind  of  difcretion  and  regularity,  which  fel- 
dom  fails  of  raifmg  men  to  the  higheft  ftations  in 
the  court,  the  church,  and  the  law  ?  It  muft  be 
fo :  for  Providence,  which  dcfigned  the  world 
fhould    be  governed    by    many  heads,  made  it   a 

bufinefs 
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tufinefs  within  the    reach  of  common  underftajid-^ 
in^s  ;  while  one  great  genius  is  hardly  found  among 
ten  miilions.     Did  you  never  obferve    one  of  your 
clerks  cutting  his   paper  with  a  blunt  ivory   knile  ? 
Did  you  ever  know  the  knife  to  fail  going   the  true 
way  ?  Whereas,  if  he  had  ufed  a  razor,  or  a  pen- 
knife, he  had  odds  againft  him  of  fpoiiir.g  a  whole 
flieet.     1  have  twenty  times   compared    the  motion 
of  that  ivory  implem.ent  to  thofe  talents  that  thrive 
,  beft  at  court.     Think  upon    lord  Bacon,   JPiUiarns^ 
Zlrajfurd^     Laud^    Clarendon^    Shaiftebury^     the   lalt 
tluke  of  Buckingham  [/;]  ;  and  of  my  own  acquaint- 
ance, tke  earl  of  Oxford   and    yourfelf,  all    great 
geniufes    in    their  fevcral    ways  ;   and,  if  they  had 
not  been  fo  great,  would  have  been  kfs  unfortunate. 
I  remember  but  one  exception,  and  that  was    lord 
Somrners^  whofe  timorous    nature,  joined   with  the 
trade  of  a  common  lawyer  and  the  confcioufnefs  of 
a  mean  extraction,  had  taurht  him  the  reo-ularitv  of 
an  alderman,  or  a  gentleman  ufher.     But,  of   late 
years,  I  have  been  rt-F.ning  upon  this  thought  :   ft.r 
1  plainly  fee,  that  fellows  of  low  intellectuals,  when 
they  are  gotten  at  the  head  of  affairs,  can  fally  into 
the  highell  exorbitances,  with    much    more  f.ifcty, 
than  a  man  of  great  talents  c?.n    make  the  leaft  ftcp 
out  oi  the  way.     Perhaps  it  ii  for  the    fame   reafon, 
that  meji  are  more  afraid  of  attacking  a  vicious  than 
a  mettlefome  horle  :   but  I  rather  think  it  ovt^inir  to 
that  inceiiant  envy,  wherewith  the  common  rate  of 

[i]  ViLlcn  Duke   of  Euck'ingbtim, 

mankind 
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mankind  purfues  all  fuperior  natures  to  their  own. 
And,  I  conceive,  if  it  were  left  to  the  choice  of  an 
afs,  he  would  rather  be  kicked  by  one  of  his   own 
fpecies  than  a    better.     If  you  will  recollect  that  I 
am  towards  fix  years  older  than  when  I  fa.v  you  lalt, 
and  twenty  years  duller,  you  will  not  wonder  to  find 
me  abound  in  empty   fpeculations  :   1  can  now  ex- 
prcfb'  in  an  hundred  words  what  v/ould  formerly  have 
coft  me  ten.     I  can  write  epigrams  of  fifty  diftichs, 
which  might  be  fqueezed  into  one.     1  liave  gone  the 
round  of  all  my  ftories  three  or  four  times  with  the 
younger   people,    and  begin    them    again      J    give 
hints    how   fignificant    a   perfon  1  have  been,  and 
no  body  believes  mc  :   I  pretend  to  pity    them,  but 
am  inwardly  angry.     I  1  ly  traps  for  people  to  defire 
I  would  (hew  them  fome  things  I  have  written,    but 
cannot  fucceed  ;  and  wreak  my  fpite,  in  condemn- 
ing the  tafte  of  the  peop'e    and  company  where  I 
am.     But  it  is  with  place,  as  it    is  with    time.     If 
I  boafl  of  h  avins  been  valued    three   hundred   miles 
oft,  it  is  of  no  more  ufe  than   if  I  told    how  hand- 
fome  I  was  when  I  was  young.      The  woift  of  it  is 
that  lying  is  of  no  ufe  ;  for  the  people  here  will  not 
believe  one  ha!f  of  what  is  true.     If  I  can    prevail 
on  any  one  to  perfonate  a  hearer  and    admirer,  you 
would  wonder  v.-hat  a  favourite  he    grows.     He   is 
fure  to  have  the  firft  alafs  out  of  the  bottle,  and  the 
heft  bit  I   can  carve. — Nothing  has  convinced   me 
fo  much  tha:  I  am  of   a  little  fubalrern  fpirit,  ificpii 
atque  pufiUi anim'i^  as  to  refleift  how  I  am  forced  iiuo 
the  moft  tri;lin  '^  amufcmencs,   todivert  the  vexation 

of 
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of    former    thoughts,    and    prefent     objects. 
Why  cannot  you  lend  me   a  (hred  of  your  mantle, 
or,  why  did  ynn  not  you   leave  a  (hred  of  it   with 

me  when  you  was  fnatched  from  me  r You  fee 

I  fpeak  in  my   trade,  although    it  is  growing  faft  a 
trade  to  be  alhamed  of. 

I  cannot  but  wifh  that  you  would  make  it  pofll- 
ble  for  me  to  fee  a  copy  of  the  papers  you  are  about ; 
and  I  do  protefl:  itneceffary  thatfuch  a  thing  fliould 
be  in  fome  perfon's  hands  befides  your  own,  and  I 
fcorn  to  fay  how  fafe  they  would  be  in  mine.  Nei- 
ther would  you  diflike  my  cenfures,  as  far  as  they 
might  relate  to  circumftantials.  I  tax  you  with 
two  minutes  a  dav,  until  you  have  read  this  letter, 
although  I  am  fenfible  you  have  not  half  fo  much 
from  buftnefs  more  ufcful  and  entertaining. 

My  letter  which  mifcarried  [/J  was,  I  believe, 
much  as  edifying  as  this,  only  thanking  and  con- 
gratulating with  you  for  the  delightful  verfes  you 
fent  me.  And  I  ought  to  have  exprefTed  my  vexa- 
tion, at  feeing  you  fo  much  better  a  philofopher 
than  myfelf  ;  a  trade  you  were  neither  born  nor 
bred  to  :  But  I  think  it  is  obferved,  that  gentlemen 
often  dance  better  thofe  who  live  by  the  art.  You 
may  thank  fortune  that  my  paper  is  no  longer,  iffc. 

[i]  He  means  Letter  XXVIII.     which  he  hath  endorfed  on  the 
hick  as  having  mifcarried. 
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LETTER    XXX. 
To  the  BISHOP  of  AI  E  A  T  H. 

My  Lord, 

IH  A  V  E)    received  an   account  of  your  loril- 
fhip's    refufmg  to  admit  my  proxy  at  your  vi- 
fitation,    with  feveral  circumftances  of  pcrfonal  re- 
flexions on  myfelf,   although  my  proxy  atteflt;J  my 
want  of  health  ;  to  confirm   which,  and  to  lay  be- 
fore you  thejuftice   and    Chriilianity  of  your  pro- 
ceeding,   above  a  hundred    perfons  of  quality  and 
diltindiioncan  witnefs,  that,   fmce /v/V^j  the  26tli 
of  May^    I  have  been   tormented  with  an  ague,  in 
as    violent    a  manner   as  polTible,  which  ftill  con- 
tinues, and  forces  me  to  make  ufe  of  another  hand 
in  writing  to  you.     At  the   fame  time,  I  muil  be 
plain    to  tell   you,  that,  if  this    accident  had  net 
happened,    I    fhould   have  ufed    all   endeavours  to 
avoid  your  vJfitation,    upon   the  public  promife  I 
made  you  three  years  ago,    and  the  motives  which 
occafioned  it ;  becaufe  I  v/as  unwilling  to  hear  any 
more  very  injurious  treatment  and  appellations  given 
to  my   brethren  or  myfelf  j  and,    by    the   grace  of 
God,   I  am  ftill  determined  to  abfent  myfelf  on  the 
like  occafions,  as  far  as  I  can  poiHbly  be  difpenfcd 
with   by    any  law,    while  your  lordfhip  is  in  that 
diocefc  and  I  a  member  of  it.     In  which  refolution 
I  could  not  conceive  but  your   lordfhip  would  be 

*  caiy  i 
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eaf)'  J  becaufe,  although  my  prefence  might  pof- 
fibiy  contribute  to  your  real  (at  leaft  future)  in- 
tereft,  I  v.'as  fure  it  could  not  to  your  prcfent  fatis- 
fa<5iion. 

If  I  had  had  the  happinefs  to  have  been  acquaint- 
ed with  any  one  clergyman  in  the  diocefe,  of  your 
lordihip's  principles,  1  fliould  have  defired  him  to 
reprefent  m.e,  vi'ith  hopes  of  better  fuccefs  :  but  I 
wifh  ycu  would  fometimes  think  it  convenient  to 
diftinguifli  men  as  well  as  principles,  and  not  to  look 
upon  every  perfon,  who  happens  to  owe  you  ca- 
nonical obedience,  asif[i] 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  Ordinary  over  a  confi- 
derable  number  of  as  eminent  divines  as  any  in  this 
kingdom,  who  owe  me  the  fame  obedience  as  I  ov/e 
to  your  lordfhip,  and  are  equally  bound  to  attend 
my  vifitation  ;  yet  neither  I,  nor  any  of  my  prede- 
ceflbrs,  to  my  knowledge,  did  ever  refufe  a  regular 
proxy. 

I  am  only  forry  that  you,  who  are  of  a  country  fa- 
med for  good  nature,  have  found  a  way  to  unite  the 
hafty  paffion  of  your  own  countrymen  [/],  with 
the  long,  fedate  refentment  of  a  Spaniard  :  but  I 
have  an  honourable  hope,  that  this  proceeding  has 
been  more  owing  to  party  than  complexion.  I  am. 
My  Lord, 

Your  lordfhip's 

moft  humble  fervant. 

[i]  The  remainder  of  this  paragraph  he  has  left  to  the  bifhop's  own 
conjciflure. 

[/J  The  bifliop  was  a  Weljhman  j  his  name  Evans. 

LET- 
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LETTER     XXXI. 

To  the  Earl  of  O  X  F  O  R  D. 

OSlohcr  nth,   1722. 

My  Lord, 

OFTEN    receive  letters     franked    Oxford^ 
but  always  find  them   written    r.nd    fuhfcribcd 
by  your  lordfhip's  fervant  y*./3''''i'//.     His  meaning  is 
fome  bufinefs  of  his  own,  wherein  I  anti  his  folicitor ; 
but  he  makes  his  court  by  giving  ms  an  account  of 
the  ftate   of   your   family,  and    perpetually    adds  a 
claufe,  that  your  lordfhip  Toon  intends  to  wiiieto 
me.  I  knew  you  indeed  vvhen  you  were  not  fo  great 
a  man  as  you  are  now,  I  mean  when  you   were 
treafurer  ;  but  you  arc  grown   fo  proud  fmce  your 
retirement,  that  there  is  no  enduring  you  :  and  yoa 
have  reafun,  for  you  never  acled   fo  difficult  a  part 
of  life  before.     In  the  two  great  fcencs  of  power 
and  perfecution,  you  have  excelled  mankind  ;  and, 
in  this  of  retirement,    you   have  moft   injurioufly 
forgotten  your  friends.     Poor  Prior  often    fent  me 
his  complaints  on  this  occafion  ;  and  I  have  returned 
him  mine.  1  never  courted  your  acquaintance  when 
you  governed  Europe,  but  you  courted  mine  ;  and 
now  you  neglect  me,  when  I  ufc  all  my  infinuatis  ns 
to  keep  myfelf  in  your  mcniory.     lam   very  fcnfi- 
ble,  that,  next  to  receiving  thanks    and    compli-^ 
ment  there  is  nothing  you  more  hate  than  writing 
letters  :  but,  fmcc   1  never  gave  yoQ  thanks  nor 
3  made 
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made  you  compliments,  Ihavefu  much  more  mcric 
than  any  of  thofi  thoufands  whom  you  have lefs  obli- 
ged, by  only  making  their  fortunes,  without  taking 
them  into  your  friendlhip,  as  you  did  me,  v/hom 
you  always  countenanced  in  too  public  and  parti- 
cular a  manner  to  be  forgotten,  either  by  the  wSrld 
or  myfelf ;  for  which  never  man  was  more  proud  or 
lefs  vain. 

I  have  now  been  ten  years  foliciting  for  your  pic- 
ture; and,  if  I  had  folicited  you  for  a  tlioufand 
pounds  (I  mean  of  your  own  money,  not  the  pub- 
lic), I  could  have  prevailed  in  ten  days.  You  have 
given  me  many  hundred  hours  ;  can  you  not  now 
give  me  a  couple  ?  Have  my  mortifications  been  fo 
few,  or  are  you  fo  malicious  to  add  a  greater  than 
I  ever  vet  fufFered  ?  Did  you  ever  refufe  me  any 
thing  I  afked  you  ?  and  will  you  now  begin  ?  Iil 
my  confcience,  I  believe,  and  by  the  whole  condufl 
of  your  life  1  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  you  are 
too  poor  to  bear  the  expence.  I  ever  told  you,  I 
was  the  richer  man  of  the  two ;  and  I  am  nov/ 
richer  by  five  hundred  pounds,  than  I  was  at  the 
time  when  I  was  boafting  at  your  table  of  my 
wealth,  before  Diamond  Pitt  \_q'\. 

I  have  hitherto  taken  up  with  a  fcurvy   print  of 
you,  under  which  I  have  placed  this  lemma  : 

— Veteres  a£lus  primaniqtie  jitventam 
Profequar  ?    adfefe  mentem   prafentia  ducimt. 
And  this  I  will  place  under  your  pi'fture,  whenever 
you  are  rich  enough  to  fend  it  me.     I  will  promife, 

\q\  An  Eaft  India  merchant,  famous  for  his  opulence. 
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in  return,  that  it  {hall  never  lofe  you  the  reputati' 
on  of  poverty  ;  which,  to  one  ~oi'  your  birth,  pa- 
trimony, and  employments,  is  one  of  the  greateft 
glories  of  your  life,  and  Co  fhali  be  celebrated  by 
me. 

I  intreat  your  lordflilp,  if  your  leifure  and  your 
health  will  permit,  to  let  me  know  when  I  can  be  a 
month  with  you  at  Brampton-cajile  ;  bccaufe  I  have  a 
great  deal  of  bufmefs  with  you  that  relates  to  poftcri- 
ty.  Mr.  Mynett  has,  for  fonie  time,  led  me  an  un- 
comfortable life  with  his  ill  accounts  of  your  health; 
but,  God  be  thanked,  his  ftyle  of  late  is  much  altered 
for  the  better. 

My  hearty  and  conftant  prayers  are  perpetually 
offered  up  for  the  prefervation  of  you  and  your 
excellent  family.  Pray,  my  lord,  write  to  me  ;  or 
you  never  loved  me,  or  I  have  done  fomething  to 
<leferve  your  difpleafure.  My  lord  and  lady  Harriot^ 
my  brother  and  fifter  [w],  pretend  to  atone  by 
making  me  line  prefents  ;  but  I  would  have  his 
lordfhip  know,  that  I  would  value  two  of  his  lines 
mwre  than  two  of  his  manors,  i^c. 

[m]  The  membert  of  the  Saturday's  dab  all  called  one  another  Bro- 
thers, ai^  cgnfequently  their  wives  were  Sifters  to  the  feveral  mem- 
bers. 
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LETTER     XXXII. 

To  His  Excellency  Lord  CARTERET,  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  I  R  E  L  A  N  D. 
My  Lord,  -/^pril  28th,   1724. 

MA  N  Y  of  the  principal  perfons  in  this  king- 
dom, diftinguifliedfor  their  loyalty  to  his  pre- 
fent  majefty,   hearing  that  I    had  the  honour  to  be 
known  to  your  excellency,  have  for  fome  time  prefled 
me  very  earneftly,  fince  you  were  declared  lord-lieu- 
tenant of  this  kingdom,  to    reprefcnt    to   your  ex- 
cellency the  apprehenfions  they  are  under  concern- 
\n<y  Mr.  Wood's   patent  for  coining  half-pence  t» 
pafs  in  Ireland.     Your  excellency  knows  the  una- 
nimous fentiments  of  the  parliament  here  upon  that 
matter  :  and,   upon  enquiry,  you   will    find,  that 
there  is  not  one  perfon,  of  any  rank  or  party  in  this 
whole  kingdom,  who  does  not  look  upon  that  pa- 
tent as  the  moft  ruinous  projeft  that  ever  was  con- 
trived againft  any  nation.     Neither  is    it  doubted, 
that,  when    your    excellency    (hall    be  thoroughly 
informed,  your  juftice   and  compaflion  for  an  in- 
jured people  will  force  you   to  employ  your  credit 
for  their  relief. 

I  have  made  bold  to  fend  you  inclofed  two  fmall 
trails  on  this  fubjcdl,  one  written  (as  it  is  fuppofed) 
by  the  earl  of  Ahercorn ;  the  other  is  intitled  to  a 
weaver,  and  fuited  to  the  vulgar,  but  thought  to 
be  the  work  of  a  better  hand. 

I  hope 
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I  hope  your  excellency  will  forgive  an  old  hum- 
ble  fervaiU,  and  one  who  always  loved  and  efteem- 
edyou,  for  interfering  in  matters  out  of  his  pro- 
vince ;  which  he  would  never  have  done,  if  many 
of  the  greateft  perfons  here  had  not,  by  their  im- 
portunity, drawn  him  out  of  his  retirement,  to 
venture  giving  you  a  little  trouble,  in  hopes  to 
lave  their  country  from  utter  deftru£tion,  for  which 
the  memory  of  your  government  will  be  blelTed  by 
pofterity. 

I  hope  to  have  the  honour  of  feeing  your  ex- 
cellency here  ;  and  do  promife  neither  to  be  a  fre- 
quent vifitor  nor  troublcfome  folicitor,  but  ever, 
with  the  greateft  refpedl,  tfc.  ' 

LETTER    XXXIII. 
To  the  fame. 

My  Loud,  June  gth,  '724. 

IT  is  above  a  month  Hnce  I  took  the  boldnefs  of 
writing  to  your  excellency,  upon  a  fubjedt 
where  the  welfare  of  this  kingdom  is  highly  con- 
cerned. 

I  v/rit  at  the  defire  of  feveral  confiderable  perfons 
here,  who  could  not  be  ignorant  that  I  had  the 
honour  of  being  well  known  to  you. 

I  could  have  wifhed  your  excellency  had  conde- 
fcended  fo  far,  as  to  let  one  of  your  under-clerks 
havefiffnified  to  me  that  a  letter  was  received. 

I  have  been  long  out  of  the  world,  but  have  not 
forgotten  what  ufed  to  pafs   among    thofc  I    lived 

I.  2  with. 
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with,  while  I  was  in  it  :  and  I  can  fay,  that,  dur- 
ing the  experience  of  many  years  and  many  chan- 
ges in  affairs,  your  excellency,  and  one  more, 
who  is  not  worthy  to  be  compared  to  you,  are  the 
only  great  perfons  that  ever  refufed  to  anfwer  a  let- 
ter from  me,  without  regard  to  bufmefs,  party,  or 
greatnefs  ;  and,  if  I  had  not  a  peculiar  efteem  for 
your  perfonal  qualities,  I  fhould  think  myfelf  to  be 
acting  a  very  inferior  part  in  making  this  complaint. 

I  never  was  fo  humble,  as  to  be  vain  upon  my 
acquaintance  with  men  in  power,  and  always  rather 
chofe  to  avoid  it  when  I  was  not  called.  Neither 
were  their  power  or  titles  fufEcient,  without  merit, 
to  make  me  cultivate  them  ;  of  which  I  have  wit- 
neffes  enough  left,  after  all  the  havock  made  among 
them  by  accidents  of  time,  or  by  changes  of  per- 
fons, meafures,  and  opinions, 

1  know  not  how  your  conceptions  of  yourfelf 
may  alter,  by  every  new  high  ftation ;  but  mine 
mud  continue  the  fame,  or  alter  for  the  worfe. 

I  often  told  a  great  minifter,  whom  you  well 
know,  that  I  valued  him  for  being  the  fame  man 
through  all  the  progrefs  of  power  and  place.  I 
expected  the  like  in  your  lordfliip ;  and  ftill  hope 
that  I  fliall  be  the  only  perfon  who  will  ever  find  it 
otherwife. 

1  pray  God  to  direcSt  your  excellency  In  all  your 
gi^od  undertakings,  and  cfpecially  in  your  govern- 
oicnt  of  this  kingdom. 

I  fliall 
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I  {hall  trouble  you  no  morei  but  remain,  with 
great  refpecl, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Excellency's 

moft  obedient  and 

mod  humble  fervant. 

LETTER    XXXIV. 

To  the  fame, 
]My  Lord,  J"')  9th,  1724. 

I  HUMBLY  claim  the  privilege  of  an  inferi- 
or, to  be  the  laft  writer  ;  yet  with  great  acknow- 
ledgments for  your  condefcenfion  in  anfwering  my 
letters.  I  cannot  but  complain  of  you  for  putting 
me  in  the  wrong.  I  am  in  the  circumftances  of  z 
waiting-woman,  who  told  her  lady,  that  nothing 
yexed  her  more  than  to  be  caught  in  a  lie.  But, 
what  is  worfe,  I  have  difcovered  in  myfelf  fome- 
what  of  the  bully ;  and  that,  after  all  my  rattling, 
you  have  brought  me  down  to  be  as  humble  as  the 
moft  diftant  attendcr  at  your  levee.  It  is  well  your 
excellency's  talents  are  in  few  hands  ;  for,  if  it 
were  otherwife,  we,  who  pretend  to  be  fic^-fpeak- 
ers,  in  quality  of  philofophers,  fliould  be  utterly 
cured  of  our  forwardnefs  j  at  leaft  I  am  afraid  there 
will  be  an  end  of  mine,  with  regard  to  your  excel- 
lency.    Yet,  my  lord,  I  am  ten  years  older  than  I 

L  3  was 
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was  when  I  had  the  honour  to  fee  you  lafl:,  and 
confequently  ten  times  more  tefty.  Therefore  I 
foretel,  that  you,  who  could  fo  e:irily  conquer  fo 
captious  a  perfon,  and  of  fo  little  confequence, 
will  quickly  fubdue  this  whole  kingdom  to  love  and 
reverence  you.     I  am,  with  the  greateft  refpcft. 

My  Lord,  ^c, 

LETTER      XXXV. 
To  EDWARD    Earl    of  OXFORD. 

On  his  Father'' s  death. 

My  Lord,  July,  i^i^c* 

ALTHOUGH  I  had,  for  two  years  paft, 
inured  myfelf  to  expe^  the  death  of  my  lord 
yo\ix  father,  from  the  frequent  accounts  of  the  bad 
condition  of  his  health  ;  yet  the  news  of  it  (truck 
me  fo  fenfibly,  that  I  had  notfpirit  enough  to  con- 
dole with  your  lordftiip,  as  I  ought  to  have  done, 
for  fo  great  a  lofs  to  the  world  and  yourfelf.  It  is 
true,  indeed,  you  no  longer  wanted  his  care  and 
tendernefs,  nor  his  example  to  incite  you  to  virtue  : 
but  his  friendfnip  and  converfation  you  will  ever 
want,  becaufe  they  are  qualities  fo  rare  in  the  world, 
and  in  which  he  fo  much  excelled  all  others.  It 
bath  pleafed  me,  in  the  midft  of  my  grief,  to  hear 
that  he  preferved  the  greatnefs,  and  calmnefs,  a  d 
intrepidity  of  his  mind  to  his  1  ift  minutes  :  for  it 

was 
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was  fit  that  fuch  a  life  fliould  terminate  with  equal 
luftre  to  the  whole  progrefs  of  it. 

I  muft  now  beg  leave  to  apply  to  your  lordfhip's 
juftice.  He  was  often  pleafed  to  proniife  me  his 
picture  ;  but  his  troubles  and  ficknefs,  and  want 
of  opportunity,  and  my  abfence,  prevented  him. 
I  do  therefore  humbly  infift,  that  your  lordfhip 
will  pleafe  to  difcharge  what  I  almoft  look  upon 
as  a  legacy. 

I  would  intreat  another  and  much  greater  favour 
of  your  lordfhip,  that,  at  your  leifure  hours,  you 
would  pleafe  to  infpe6l  among  your  father's  papers, 
whether  there  be  any  memorials  that  may  be  of  ufe 
towards  writing  his  life  ;  which  1  have  fometime* 
mentioned  to  him,  and  often  thought  on,  when  I 
little  thought  to  furvivehim.  I  have  formerly  gather- 
ed fevcral  hints,  but  v/ant  many  memorials,  efpc- 
cially  of  his  more  early  times,  which  might  be  ea- 
fily  fupplied.  And  fuch  a  work  mofl:  properly  be- 
longs to  me,  who  loved  and  refpe£led  him  above 
all  men,  and  had  the  honour  to  know  him  better 
than  any  other  of  my  level  did. 

I  humbly  beg  your  lordfliip's  pardon  for  fo  long  a 
letter  upon  fo  mournful  an  occafion  ;  and    expe»5l 
your  juftice  to  believe,  that  1  am,  and  fliall  ever  be, 
with  the  greateft  refpecl. 
My  Lord, 

Your  lordfhip's  moft  obedient, 
moft  obliged,  and 

moft  humble  fervant. 

I  defire  to  prefent  my  moft  humble  rcfpc^s  to  my 

lady  Oxford.  LET- 
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To  his  Excdlency   the  Lord  CARTERET, 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

My  Lord,  Sept.  3d,  1724. 

BEING    ten  years  older  than  when  I  had  the 
honour  to   fee  your  excellency  laft,    by  con- 
fequence,  if  I   am  fubje6l   to    any  aihnents,  they 
are  now  ten  times  worfe,    and  fo  it  has  happened. 
For  I  have  been,   this  month  paft,  fo  pellered  with 
the  return  of  a  noife   and  deafnefs  in  my  ears,  that 
I  had  not  fpirit    to  perform  the  common  offices  of 
life,  much   lefs    to  write  to  your  excellency,  and 
leaftof  all  to  anfwer  fo  obliging  and  condefcending 
a  letter  as    that  I  receired    from  you.     But  thefe 
ugly   ten  years  have   a  worfe  conlequence  j  that 
they  utterly  deftroy  any  title  to   'he  good  opinion 
you  are  pleafed  to  exprefs  of  me,  as   an  amufer  of 
the  v.'orld   and  myfelf.       To  have    preferved  that 
talent,    I  ought,  as  I  grew  older,  to  have  removed 
into   a  better   climate,    inftead  of  being  funk   for 
life  in  a  worfe.     I  imagine  France  would  be  proper 
for  me  now,   and  Italy  ten  years  hence.     However, 
I  am  not  fo  bad  as  they  would  make  me  :  for,  fince 
I  left  England^  fuch  a  parcel  of  trafli  has  been  there 
fathered  upon  me,   that  nothing  but  the  good  judg- 
ment of  my  friends  could  hinder  them  from  think-, 
ing  me  thegreatcfl  dunce  alive. 

There 
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There  is  a  gentleman  of  this  kingdom  juftgonc 
for  Etigland;  it  is  Dr.  George  Berkeley y  dean  of 
Derry,  the  belt  preferment  among  us,  being  wortU 
1 100/.  a  year.  He  takes  the  Bath  in  his  way  to 
London  \  and  will,  of  courfe,  attend  your  excel- 
lency, and  be  prefented,  I  fuppofe,  by  his  friend 
my  lord  Burlington.  And,  becaufe  I  believe  you 
will  chufe  out  fome  very  idle  minutes  to  read  this 
letter,  perhaps  you  may  not  be  ill  entertained  with 
fome  account  of  the  man,  and  his  errand.  He 
was  a  fellow  in  the  Univerfity  here  j  and,  goino- 
to  England  very  young,  about  thirteen  years  ago, 
he  became  the  founder  of  a  feci  there  called  the 
Inunaterialifis^  by  the  force  of  a  very  curious  book 
upon  that  fubjeft.  Dr.  StJiaUridgc  and  many  other 
eminent  pcrfons  were  his  profelytes.  I  fent  him 
fecretary  and  chaplain  to  Sicilyy  with  my  lord 
Peterborotu ;  and,  upon  his  lordfliip's  return.  Dr. 
Berkeley  fpent  above  feven  years  i;i  travelling  over 
moft  parts  of  Europe^  but  chiefly  through  every 
corner  of  Jtaly^  Sieilyy  and  other  iflands.  When 
he  czmehzck  to  Englandy  he  found  fo  many  friends, 
that  he  was  effectually  recommended  to  the  duke  of 
Grafton,  by  whom  he  was  lately  made  dean  of  Der- 
ry.  Your  excellency  will  be  frighted,  when  I 
tell  you  all  this  is  but  an  introduction  :  for  I  am 
now  to  mention  his  errand.  He  is  an  abfolute 
philofopher,  with  regard  to  money,  titles,  and 
power  ;  and  for  three  years  part,  hath  been  ftruck 
^ith  a  notion  of  founding  a  univerntv  at  Bermudas, 

by 
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by  a  charter   from  the  Crown.     He   hath   feduced 
feveral  of  the  hopefulleft  vouno- clergymen  and  others 
here,  many   of  them  well   provided    for,  and  all  of 
them  in  the  fai reft  way  of  preferment :    but  in  Ef?g- 
Jandy  his  conquefts  are  greater  ;   and,  I  doubt  will 
fpread  very  far  this  winter.     He  fhewed    me  a  little 
tract,  v^hich  he  defigns  to  publifli  j  and  there  your 
excellency  will  fee  his  whole  fcheme  of  a  life  aca- 
demicc-philofophical    (I  fhall  make  you  remember 
•what  you  were)    of  a  college  founded   for   Indian 
fcholars   and    millionaries  ;  where. he  moft  exorbi- 
tantly propofech   a  whole  hundred  pounds  a  year 
for  himfelf,  forty  pounds  for  a  fellow,  and   ten  for 
a  ftudent.     His  heart  will   break  if  his   deanry  be 
not  taken  from  him,  and  left  to  your  excellency's 
difpofdl.      I  difcouraged  him    by  the   coldnefs  of 
courts  and  minifters,  who  will  interpret   all   this  as 
impoffible,  andavifion;   but  nothing  will  do.  And, 
therefore,   I  do  humbly  intreat  your   excellency,  ei- 
ther to  ufe  fuch  p'erfuifions  as  will  keep  one   of   the 
firft  men  in  this  kingdom,  for  learning  and    virtue, 
<]uiet  at   home,  or  affift  him,  by  your  credit,  to 
compafs  his  romantic  defign  ;   which,  hov/ever,  is 
very  noble  and  generous,  and   diredtly  proper  tor  a 
great  perfon  of  y^jur  excellent  education  to  encou- 
rage. 

Imiiftnow,  in  all  humility,  intreat  one  favour 
of  you,  as  you  are  lord  lieutenant.  Mr.  Prohy^ 
fji.irgeon  of  the  army  here,  laid  out  the  greateft  part 
of  his  fortune  to  buy  a  captainfliip  for  his  eldeft  fon. 
The  young  man  v/as  lately   accufeJ  of  difcovering 

•    ,  an 
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an  inclination  to  popery,  while  he  was  quartered 
in  Galway.  The  report  of  the  court-martial  is 
tranfmitted  to  your  excellency.  The  univerfal 
opinion  here  is,  that  the  accufation  was  falfe  anJ 
malicious:  and  the  archbifhop  of  Tua?n,  in  whofc 
diocefe  Galway  is,  upon  a  ftridl  enquiry,  hath  de- 
clared it  to  be  fo.  But  all  this  is  not  to  fwav  with 
your  excellency,  any  more  than  that  the  father  is 
the  moft  univerfally  beloved  of  any  I  ever  knew  in 
his  flation.  But  I  intreat  that  you  will  pleafe  to 
hear  the  opinion  of  others,  who  may  fpeak  in  his 
favour  ;  and,  perhaps,  will  tell  you,  that,  as 
partv  is  not  in  the  cafe,  (o  you  cannot  do  any  per- 
fonal  thing  more  acceptable  to  the  people  of  Ireland^ 
than  in  inclining  towards  lenity  to  Mr.  Proby  and 
his  family  ;  although  I  have  reafon  to  be  confident, 
that  they  neither  need  nor  defire  more  than  juflice. 
I  beg  your  excellency  will  remember  my  requeft  to 
be  only  that  you  would  hear  others,  and  not  think 
me  fo  very  weak,  as  to  imagine  I  could  have  hopes 
cf  giving  the  leaft  turn  to  your  mind.  Therefore, 
I  hope,  what  I  have  faid  is  pardonable  in  every  rc- 
fpc6l,  but  that  of  taking  up  your  time. 

My  lord,  we  are  here  preparing  for  your  reception, 
and  for  a  quiet  feiTion  under  your  government ; 
but  whether  you  approve  the  manner  I  can  only 
guefs.  It  is  by  univerfal  declarations  againft  IVood's 
coin.  One  thing  I  am  confident  of,  that  your  ex- 
cellency will  find  and  leave  us  under  difpofitinns 
very  different,  towards  your  perfon  and  high  Ilation, 
from  what  have  appeared  towards  others. 

I  have 
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I  have  no  other  excufe  for  the  length  of  this  let- 
ter, but  a  faithful  promife  that  I  will  never  be 
guilty  of  the  fame  fault  a  fecond  time.  I  am,  idc. 

L  E  T  T  T  E  R    XXXVII. 
To  Mrs.   PRATT. 

March  18  th,  1724-5. 
Madam, 

MRS.  Fitzmorrlfe  did  the  unkindefl:  thing 
fhe  could  imagine  ;  fhe  fends  an  open  note 
by  a  fervant  (fcrihe  was  too  much  a  prude  to  write 
me  a  letter),  dirct^ing  me  to  enquire  for  one  How- 
erd,  mafter  of  a  fhip,  who  had  brought  over  a 
fcreen  to  me  from  Mrs.  Pratt.  Away  I  ran  to  the 
Cuftom-houfe,  where  they  told  rae  the  fliip  was 
cxpe6ted  every  day  :  but  the  God  of  Winds,  in 
confederacy  wiih  Mrs.  Fitzmorrice  to  teaze  me, 
kept  the  fliip  at  leaft  a  month  longer,  and  left  me 
miferablc  in  a  fliate  of  impatience  between  hope  and 
fear,  vvorfe  than  a  lady  who  apprehends  her  cloaths 
will  not  be  ready  againll  the  birth-day. 

I  will  not  move  your  good- nature,  byreprefent- 
ing  bow  many  reftlefs  days  and  nights  I  have  paf- 
fed,  with  what  dreams  my  fleep  hath  beendifturb- 
ed,  when  I  fomctimes  faw  the  Orip  finking,  and  my 
fcreen  floating  in  the  fea,  and  the  Mermaids  flrug- 
gling  which  of  them  fliould  get  it.  At  iaft  Mr. 
Midlicott  [«],    whofe  heart   inclines   him   to   pity 

[n]  One  of  tiic  commifiioners  of  the  cuftoms. 

the 
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the  diftrefled,  gave  me  notice  of  it's  fafe  arrival. 
He  interpofed  his  authority  ;  and,  over-rulincr  the 
tedious  forms  of  the  Cuftom-houfc,  fent  mc  mr 
fcreen  to  the  Deanry  :  where  it  was  immediately 
opened,  on  Tuefday  the  i6th  inftant,  three  minutes 
feven  feconds  after  four  o'clock,  the  day  being  fair 
but  fomewhat  windy,  the  fun  in  Aria^  and  the 
moon  within  39  hours  8  feconds  and  a  half  of  bcin**- 
full.  All  which  I  find,  by  confulting  Ptolemy^ 
to  be  fortunate  incidents  ;  and  that,  with  due  care, 
my  fcreen  will  efcape  the  mops  of  the  houfemaid, 
and  the  greafy  hands  of  the  footmen. 

At  the  opening  of  the  fcreen,  juft  after  dinner, 
fome  company  of  both  fexes  were  prefent.  The 
ladies  were  full  of  malice,  and  the  men  of  envy, 
while  I  was  very  affectedly  calm.  But  all  agreed, 
that  nothing  (hewed  a  better  judgment  than  to  know 
how  to  make  a  proper  prefent,  and  that  no  prefent 
could  be  more  judicioufly  chofen.  For  no  man  in 
this  kingdom  wanted  a  fcreen  fo  much  as  myfelf; 
and,  befides,  fince  I  had  left  the  world,  it  was 
very  kind  to  fend  the  woild  to  me.  As  for  my  own 
parr,  I  confefs  I  never  expected  to  be  flickered  by 
the  world,  when  I  have  been  fo  long  endeavouring 
to  flicker  myfelf  from  it.  See  how  ill  you  beftow 
your  favours,  when  you  meet  with  nothing  but 
complaints  and  reproaches,  inftead  of  acknow- 
ledgments, for  thinking,  in  the  raidft  of  courts, 
upon  an  abfent  infignificant  man,  buried  in  ob- 
fcurity.     But  I  know  it  is  as  hard  to  give  thanks  as 

to 
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to  take  them  :  Therefore  I  fhall  fay  no  more, 
than  that  I  receive  your  acceptable  prefentjuftas 
I  am  fure  you  defire  I  ftiould.  But  I  cannot  pro- 
mife  that  it  will  add  one  jot  to  the  love  and  efteem 
I  have  for  you  ;  becaufe  it  is  impoffible  for  me  ta 
be  more  than  I  have  always  been. 

Madam, 

Yours,  ^c, 

LETTER    XXXVIIL 

To  his   Excellency    the  Lord   CARTERET, 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

Deanry-houfe,  Jpril  17  th,  1725* 

My  Lord, 

IH  A  V  E  been  fo  long  affii61:ed  with  a  deafnefs, 
and  at  prefcnt  with  a  giddinefs  in  my  head 
(both  old  dillempers),  that  I  have  not  been  able  td 
attend  your  excellency  and  my  lady  Carteret,  as 
my  inclination  and  duty  oblige  me  ;  and  I  am  now 
hafting  into  the  country,  to  try  what  exercife  and 
better  air  will  do  towards  my  recovery.  Not  know- 
in"-  how  Ions  I  mav  be  abfent,  nor  how  foon  you 
mav  think  fit  to  leave  this  kingdom,  I  take  this 
occafion  of  returning  your  excellency,  and  my  la- 
dy Carteret,  my  mofl  humble  acknowledgements 
for  your  great  civilities  towards  me,  which  I  wifh 
it  were  in  ray  power  to  deferve. 

I  have 
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I  have  only  one  humble  requeft  to  make  to  your 
excellency,  which  I  had   in    my    heart    ever  ftnce 
you  were  nominated   lord-lieutenant;  and  it  is   ia 
favour  of  Mr.  Sheridan.     I  beg  you  will  take  your 
time  for  beftowing  on  him  fome    church-living,  to 
the  value  of  150/.  per  annuvi.     He  is  agreed  on   all 
hands  to    have  done  more  public  fervice,  by  many 
degrees,  in  the  education  of  lads,  than  any   five  of 
his  vocation  ;    and  has   much  more  learning  than 
ufually  falls  to  the  {hare  of  thofe  who  profefs  teach- 
ing, being  perfectly  fkilled  in  the  Greek  as   well  as 
Latin  tongue,  and  acquainted  with   all  the  ancient 
writers,  in   poetry,  philofophy,  and    hiftory.     He 
is  a  man  of  good  fenfe,  modefty,  and  virtue.     His 
ffreateft  fault  is  a  wife  and  four  children  ;  for  which 
there  is  no  excufe,  but  that    a  wife  is  thought  ne- 
ceflary  to  a  fchool-mafter.     His  conftitution    is  fo 
weak,  that,  in  a  few  years,  he  muftgiveup  his  bu- 
fmefs ;  and  probably  muft  ftarve,  without  fomc  pre- 
ferment, for  which  he  is  an  ill  folicitor.     My   lord 
bifhop  of  Elphln  hath  promifed  to  recommend  this 
requeft  to  your  excellency.     And  I  hope  you    will 
pleafe  to  believe  that  it  proceeds  wholly  from  jufticc 
and  humanitv,  for  he   is   neither  a   dependent  nor 
relation  of  mine, 

I  humbly  take  my  leave  ;  and  remain,  with  the 

utmoft  refpeift, 

My  Lord,  ^'c. 
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LETTER    XXXIX. 

To    Mrs.    HOWARD  [o], 

February  i ft,   1726-7. 
Madam, 

IA  M  fo  very  nice,  and  my  workmen  fo  fearful, 
that  there  is  yet  but  one   piece  finiftied  of  the 
two,  which  you  commanded  me  to  fend  to  her  roy- 
al higbnefs.     The  other  was   done  ;  but  the  un- 
dertaker, confefling  it  was  not  to  the  utmoft  per* 
fedion,  hath  obtained   my  leave  for  a  fecond  at- 
tempt ;  in  which  he  promifes  to  do  wonders,  and 
tells  me  it  will  be  ready  in   another  fortnight ;  al- 
though,  perhaps,   the   humour    may  be  quite  off 
both  with  the   princefs   and  you  :  for    fuch    were 
courts  when  I  knew  them.     I  defire  you  will  order 
her  royal  highnefs  to  go  to  Richmond  as  foon  as  {he 
can  this  fum.mer,  becaufe  fhe  will  have  the  plea- 
fure  of  my  neighbourhood  ;  for  I  hope  to  be  in  Lon- 
don by  the  middle  of  March^  and  I  do  not  love  you 
much  when  you  are  there  :  and  I  expe£l  to  find  you 
are  altered  by  flattery,    or  ill  company.     I  am  glad 
to  tell  you  now,  that  I  honour  you  with  my  efteem  ; 
becaufe,   when  the  princefs  grows  a  crowned  head, 
you  fhall  have  no  more   fuch  compliments ;  and  it 
is  a  hundred  to  one  whether  you  will  deferve  them, 

[0]  Afterwards  countefs  of  Suffolk.     See  The  CkaraHcr  if  Mis. 
H*  •  *  *  J    in  this  voUudp,  p.  4. 
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1  00  riot  approve  of  your  advice  to  bring  over  pumps 
for  myfelf,  but  will  rather  provide  another  fhoe 
for  his  Royal  Highncfs  [/.I,  againft  there  fhali  be 
occafion.  I  will  tell  you  an  odd  accident  that  hap- 
pened this  night :  While  I  was  carelTing  one  of 
my  Houyhnhmm^  he  bit  my  little  finger  fo  cruelly, 
that  I  am  hardly  able  to  write;  and  I  impute  the 
caufe  to  feme  foreknowledge  in  him,  that  I  was  p-o- 
ing  to  write  to  a  ^ieve  Tahoo  [q]  (for  fo  you  are 
pleafed  to  call  yourfelf).  Pray  tell  fir  Robt-rt 
IValpole,  that,  if  he  does  not  ufe  me  better  next  fum- 
mer  than  he  did  laft,  I  will  ftudy  revenge,  and  it 
Ihall  be  vengeance  ecclejiq/lique.  I  hope  you  will  get 
your  houfe  and  wine  ready,  to  which  Mr.  Gay  and  I 
are  to  have  free  accefs  when  you  are  at  court ;  for, 
as  to  Mr.  Pope,  he  is  not  worth  confidering  on  fuch 
occafions.  1  am  forry  I  have  no  complaints  to 
make  of  her  royal  highnefs :  therefore,  1  think,  I 
may  let  you  tell  her,  That  every  grnin  of  virtue 
and  good  fenfe,  in  one  of  her  rank,  confidering  the 
bad  education  among  flatterers  and  adorers,  is 
worth  a  dozen  in  any  inferior  perfm.  Now,  if 
what  the  world  fays  be  true,  that  (he  excells  all 
other  ladies  at  leaft  a  dozen  times;  then,  multi- 
ply one  dozen  by  the  other,  you  will  find  the  num- 
ber to  be  one  hundred  and  forty-four.  If  anyone 
can  fay  a  civiler  thing,  let  him  ;  for  I  think  it  too 
much  for  me. 

[/.]  Vide  Gullivc:r''s  Travel-;,  chap.  IV. 

[q]i.  c.  A  Court-lady.     See  Gu//ii/^r'j  Travels,  in  th:  Voyage  to 
Laputa,  chap.  V. 
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I  have  fome  title  to  be  angry  with  you,,  for  not* 
commanding  thofe  who  write  to  me  to  mention.' 
your  remembrance.  Can  there  be  any  thing  more 
bafe,  than  to  make  me  the  firft  advances,  and  then, 
be  inconftant  ?  It  is  very  hard,  that  I  muft  crofs 
the  fea,  and  ride  two  hundred  miles,  to  reproach 
you  in  perfon  ;  when,  at  the  fame  time,  I  feel  my- 
felf,  with  the  mod  intire  refpedl^ 

Madam,  t:?c, 

LETTER    XL. 

To  the  ARCHBISHOP   of  DUBLIN  [r]. 

My  Lord,  May  i8th,  1727, 

I  UNDERSTAND,  by  fome  letters  juft 
come  to  my  hands,  that,  at  your  grace's  vifi- 
tation  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  St.  Patrick's,  a 
proxy  was  infifted  on  from  the  dean,  the  vifitation 
adjourned,  and  a  rule  entered  that  a  proxy  be  exhi- 
bited within  a  month.  If  your  grace  can  find,  in 
any  of  your  old  records  or  of  ours,  that  a  proxy 
was  ever  demanded  for  a  dean  of  St.  Patrick's,  you 
will  have  fome  reafon  to  infift  upon  it :  but,  as 
it  is  a  thing  wholly  new  and  unheard  of,  let  the 
conlequcnces  be  what  they  will,  I  fhall  never  com- 
ply with  it.     I  take  my  chapter  to   be  my  proxy, 

[r]  Dr.  William  Kins, 
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tf  I  want  any  :  it  is  only  through  then  that  you  vi- 
fit  me,    and  my   fub-dean  is  to  anfwer  for  me.     I 
I  am  neither  civilian  nor  canonifl: :  your  grace  may 
probably  be  both,  with  the  addition  of  a   dextrous 
deputy.     My  proceeding  (hall  be    only  upon    one 
maxim  :  never  to  yield  to  an  oppreflion,    to  juftify 
which  no  precedent  can  be   produced.     I  fee  very 
well  how  perfonal  all  this  proceeding  is  ;  and  how, 
from  the  very  moment  of  the  queen's  death,    your 
orrace  hath  thought  fit  to  take  every  opportunity  of 
giving  me  all  forts  of  uneafmefs,  without  ever  giv- 
ino^  me,    in  my   whole  life,  one  fingle  mark  of  your 
favour  beyond  common  civilities.     And,  if  it  were 
not  below  a  man  of  fpirit   to  make  complaints,  I 
could  date  them  from  fix  and  twenty  years   paft. 
This  hath  fomething  in  it   the  more  extraordinary, 
becaufe,  during  fome   years,  when  I  was   thought 
to  have  credit  with  thofe  in  power,    I  employed  ic 
the   utmoft   for  your  fervice,  with  great    luccefs, 
where  it  could  be  mofl:  ufeful,  againft  many  violent 
enemies    you   then    had,    however    unjullly ;    by 
which  I  got  more  ill-will  than  by  any  other  a61ion 
of  my   life,  I  mean    from    my  frit-nds.     My  lord, 
I  have  lived,    and  by  the  grace  of  God  will  die,   an 
enemy  to  fervitudeand   flavery  of   all  kinds  :  and  I 
believe,  at  the  fame  time,  that  perfons  of  fuch  adif- 
pofition  will   be  the  moft   ready  to  pay  obedience 
wherever  it  is    due.     Your  grace  hath  often    faid, 
you  would  never  infringe  any  of  our  liberties.     I 
will  call  back  nothing  of  what  is  pafl  :   I  will  for- 
get, if  I  can,  that  you  mentioned  to  mc  a  licence 

M  2  to 
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to  be  abfcnt.  Neither  my  age,  health,  humour;^ 
or  fortune,  qualify  me  for  little  branglesj  but  I 
will  hold  to  the  pradlice  delivered  down  by  my 
predecefibrs.  I  thought,  and  have  been  told,  that 
I  deferved  better  from  that  church  and  that  king- 
dom :  I  am  furc,  I  do  from  your  grace.  And,  I 
believe,  people  on  this  fide  will  atteft,  that  all  my 
merits  are  not  very  old.  It  is  a  little  hard,  that, 
the  occafion  of  my  journey  hither  being  partly  for 
the  advantage  of  that  kingdom,  partly  on  account 
of  my  health,  partly  on  bufmefs  of  importance  to 
me,  and  partly  to  fee  my  friend's  j  I  cannot  enjoy 
the  quiet  of  a  few  months,  without  your  grace  in- 
terpofing  to  difturb  it.  But,  I  thank  God,  the 
civilities  of  thofe  in  power  here,  who  allow  them- 
felves  to  be  my  profeffed  adverfaries,  make  fome 
atonement  for  the  unkindnefs  of  others,  who  have 
fo  many  reafons  to  be  my  friends.  I  have  not  long 
to  live;  and,  therefore,  if  confcience  were  quite 
out  of  the  cafe  for  me  to  do  a  bafe  thing,  I  will  fet 
no  unvvTorthy  examples  for  my  fuccelfors  to  follow  : 
and,  therefore,  repeating  it  again  that  I  fhall  not 
concern  myfelf  upon  the  proceeding  of  your  }ord- 
fhip,  I  am,  iafc. 


LET- 
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LETTER     XLI. 

To   the  Counters  of  SUFFOLK. 

Twickenham,  Aug,  15,  1727. 
Madam, 

IW  I  S  H  I  were  a  young  lord,   and  you  were 
unmarried;  I  fhould  make  you  the  beft  huf- 
band  in  the  world,  for  I  am  ten  times  deafer  than 
ever  you  were  in  your  life;    and,  inftead  of  a  poor 
pain  in  my  face,   I  have  a  good  fubftantial  giJdi- 
nefs   and  hcad-ach.     The  beft  of  it  is,  that,  al- 
though we  might  lay  our  heads  together,  you  could 
t^l   me  no  fccrets  that  might   not  be  heard  five 
rooms  diftant.     Thefe  diforders  of  mine,   if  they 
hold  me  as  long  a5  they  ufed  to  do  fome  years  ago, 
will  laft  as  long  as  my  leave  of  abfcnce,  which   I 
fliall  not  renew:   and  then  the  queen  will  have  the 
misfortune  not  to  fee  me,  and  i  fliall  fjo  back  vvitli 
the  fatisfaction  never  to  have  feen  her  fmcc  flie  was 
queen,   but   when  I   killed   her  hand.     And,    al- 
though (he  were  a  thoufand  queens,  I  will  not  lofe 
tny  privilege  of  never  feeing  her  but  when  flic  c6m- 
m^nds  it.     I  told  my  two  landlords,  that  I  would 
write  you  a  love-letter;   which,  I  remember,  you 
commanded  me  to  do  laft  year :  but  I   would  not 
(hew  it  to  either  of  them.     1  am  the  greatcft  cour- 
tier and   flatterer  you   have;    bccaul'c  I   try   your 
good  fenfe  and  taftc,  more  than  all  of  them  put  to- 
gether,  which  is  the  greatcft  compliment  I  coulJ 

M  3  l"«t 
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put  upon  you  :  and  you  have  hitherto  behaved 
youiTclf  tolerably  vi'ell  under  it ;  much  better  thar^ 
your  miftrefs,  if  what  a  lady  told  me  was  true : 
that,  talking  with  the  queen  about  me,  her  ma- 
jefty  faid,  I  was  an  odd  fort  of  a  man.  But  I  for- 
give her,  for  it  is  ari  odd  thing  to  fpeak  freely  to 
princes.  I  will  fay  another  thing  in  your  praife, 
that  goodnefs  would  become  you  better  than  any 
perfon  I  know  :  and,  for  that  very  reafon,  there  is 
nobody  I  wifli  to  be  good  fo  much  as  yourfelf, 
I  am,  ^c. 

LETTER    XLII, 

To  his  Excellency  the  Lord  CARTERET, 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

January  i8,   j 727-8. 
My  Lord, 

IW  A  S  informed,  that,  your  excellency  hav- 
ing referred  to  the  Univerfity  here  fome  regu- 
lation of  his  majefty's  benefadiion  for  profefTors ; 
they  have,  in  their  anfwer,  infinuated  as  if  they 
thought  it  befl-,  that  the  feveral  profeflbrfhips  fhould 
be  limited  to  their  fellows,  and  to  be  held  only  as 
they  continue  to  be  fo.  I  need  not  inform  your 
excellency,  how  contrary  fuch  a  pra<Elice  is  to  that 
of  all  the  univcrfuies  in  Europe.  Your  excellency 
well  knows  how  many  learned  men,  of  the  twq 
laft  agps,  have  been  invited  by  princes  to  be  pro-r 
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feflbrs  in  fome  art  or  fcience,  for  which  they  were 
■renowned  ;  and  that  the  like  rule  hath  been  fol- 
lowed in  Oxford  and  Cambridge.  I  hope  your  ex- 
cellency wiil  fhew  no  regard  to  fo  narrow  and  im- 
partial an  opinion,  which  can  only  tend  to  mend 
fellowfliips,  and  fpoil  profcflbrfhips  :  although  I 
Should  be  lorry,  that  any  fellow  (hould  be  thought 
incapable  on  that  account,  when  othcrwife  quali- 
fied. And  I  fhould  be  glad  that  any  perfon,  whofe 
education  hath  been  in  this  univerfity,  fliould  be 
preferred  before  another  upon  equal  defervings. 
But  that  muft  be  left  to  thofe  who  fhall  be  your 
excellency's  fucceflbrs,  who  may  not  always  be 
great  clerks  :  and  I  wifii  you  could,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  provide  againfl  having  this  benefa^ftion  made 
a  perquifite  of  humour  or  favour.  Whoever  is 
preferred  to  a  bi{hoprick,  or  to  fuch  a  preferment 
as  {hall  hinder  him  from  rcfiding  within  a  certain 
diftance  of  this  town,  ftiould  be  obliged  to  rcfign 
his  profellbrfhip. 

As  long  as  you  are  governor  here,  I  (hall  a'ways 
cxpe61:  the  liberty  of  telling  you  my  thoughts :  and 
I  hope  you  will  confider  them,  until  you  iinJ  I 
grow  impertinent,  or  have  fome  bias  of  my  own. 

If  I  had  not  been  confined  to  my  chamber  by 
the  continuance  of  an  unconverfablc  dii'ordcr,  i 
would  have  exchanged  your  trouble  of  reading  for 
that  of  hearing.     I  am,  ilfc. 

I  defire  to  prefent  my  mod  humble  rcfpecls  to 
my  lady  Carteret, 

M  4  Your 
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Your  friend  IValpole  hath  lately  done  one  of  the 
cruelleft  actions  that  ever  I  knew,  even  in  a  mi- 
nifter  of  ftate,  thefe  thirty  years  paft  ;  which,  if  the 
queen  hath  not  intelligence  of,  may  my  rig^ht  hand 
forget  it's  cunning. 

LETTER     XLIIL 
To  the  fame  [j]. 

About  May  lO,   172S. 
My  Lord, 

IT  O  L  D  your  excellency  that  you  were  to  run 
on  my  errands.  My  lord  Burlington  hath  a 
very  fine  monument  of  his  anceftor  the  earl  of 
Cori-^  in  my  cathedral,  which  your  excellency  hath 
feen.  I  and  the  chapter  have  written  to  him  in  a 
body  to  have  it  repaired,  and  I  in  perfon  have  de- 
fired  he  would  do  it.  And  I  defired  likewife,  that 
he  would  fettle  a  parcel  of  land,  worth  five  pounds 
a  year  (not  an  annuity),  to  keep  it  always  in  re- 
pair. He  (aid  he  would  do  any  thing  to  oblige  me; 
but  was  afraid  that,  in  future  times,  the  five  pounds 
a  year  would  be  mifapplied,  and  fecured  by  the 
dean  and  chapter  to  their  own  ufe.  I  anfwered, 
that  a  dean  and  twenty-four  members  of  fo  great 
a  chapter,  who,  in  livings,  eftates,  csfc.  had  about 
4000/.  a  year  amongft  them,  would  hardly  divide 

fj]  This  letter  is  not  dated,   but  cndcnfed    «  To  lord-lieutenant 
••  Caituct,   before  his  going  off.'' 
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toiir  fliillings  among  them  to  cheat  his  poftcrity ; 
and  that  we  could  have  no  view  but  to  confuit  the 
honour  of  his  family.     I  therefore  command  your 
excellency  to  lay  this  before  him,  and  the  affront 
he  hath  put   upon   us,    in  not  anfwering  a  letter 
written  to  him  by  the  dean  and  chapter  in  a  body. 
The  great  duke  of  SchcTnbcrg  is  buried  under  the 
altar  in  my  cathedral.     My  lady  Holderuefs  is  my 
old  acquaintance,  and  I  writ  to  her  ab(iut  a  i'mall 
fum,  to  make  a  monument  for  her  grandfather.     I 
writ  to  her  myfelf;   and  alfo,  there  was  a  letter 
from  the  dean  and  chapter,    to  dcfire  flie  would 
order  a  monument  to  be  raifed  for  him  in  my  car- 
thedral.     It  feems  Mildmay^   now  lord  Fitzivaltcr, 
her  hufband,  is  a  covetous  fellow;   or,  whatever 
is  the  matter,  we  have  had  no  anfwcr.     I  dcfire 
you  will  tell  lord  Fitzzualter,  that,  if  he  will  not 
fend  fifty  pounds  to  make  a  monument  for  the  old 
duke,  I  and  the  chapter  will  erect  a  fnufll  one  of 
ourfelves  for  ten  pounds ;   wherein  it  (hall  be  ex- 
prefltd.   That  the  poftcrity  of  the  duke,  naminp; 
particularly  lady  Holdernefs  and  Mr.  MiUhnayy  not 
having  the  generofity   to  ere£t   a   monument,   we 
have  done  it  of  ourfelves.     And  if,  for  an  excufc, 
they  pretend  they  will  fend  for  his  body,   let  them 
know  it  is   mine  ;   and,  rather  than  fend  it,   I  will 
take  up  the  bones,   and  make  of  it  a  fkeleton,  and 
put  it  in   my   re-iftry-offiee,  to   be  a  memorial  of 
their  bafenefs  to  all  poftcrity.     This  I  cxpcft  your 
excellency  will  tcil   Mr.  Mildtnay^  or,  as  you  nuw 
call  him,  lord   FitzwulUr :   and  i  expecl  likewiic, 

that 
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that  he  will  let  Sir  Conyers  Darcy  know  how  ill  I 
take  his  negle6l  in  this  matter  ;  although,  to  do 
him  juftice,  he  averred,  that  Mildmay  was  fo  ava- 
ricious a  wretch,  that  he  would  let  his  ovn  father 
be  buried  without  a  coffin,  to  fave  charges. 

I  expeil  likewife,  that,  if  you  are  acquainted 
with  your  fucceflbr,  you  will  let  him  know  how 
impartial  I  was  in  giving  you  chara<9:ets  of  clergy- 
men, without  regard  to  party ;  and  what  weight 
you  laid  on  them  :  and  that,  having  but  one  clergy- 
man who  had  any  relation  to  me,  I  let  him  pafs 
unpreferred.  And,  laflly,  that  you  will  let  your 
faid  fucceflbr  know,  that  you  lament  the  having 
done  nothing  for  Mr.  Robert  Graitan  \  and,  give 
him  fuch  a  recommendation,  that  he  may  have 
fomething  to  mend  his  fortune. 

Thefe  are  the  matters  I  leave  in  charge  to  your 
excellency  :  and  I  defire  that  I,  who  have  done 
with  courts,  may  not  be  ufed  like  a  courtier.  For, 
as  I  was  a  courtier  when  you  were  a  fchool-boy, 
I  know  all  your  arts.  And  fo  God  blefs  you,  and 
all  your  family,  my  old  friends :  and  remember,  I 
expedt  you  fhall  not  dare  to  be  a  courtier  to  me, 
I  am,  yc. 
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LETTER    XLIV. 
To    Mr.    POP  E. 

SIR,  Afanh  6ih,  1728-9. 

IF  I  am  not  a  good  correfpondent,  I  have  bad 
health ;  and  that  is  as  good.  I  paflcd  eight 
months  in  the  country,  with  Sir  Arthur  and  my 
lady  Jcbefon^  and  had  at  leaft  halF  a  dozen  returns 
of  my  giddinefs  and  dcafnefs,  which  lafted  me  about 
three  weeks  a  piece;  and,  among  other  inconveni- 
encies,  hindred  me  from  vifiting  my  chapter  and 
punilhing  enormities,  but  did  not  fave  me  the 
charges  of  a  vifitation-dinner.  This  diforder  nei- 
ther hinders  my  fleeping,  nor  much  my  walking, 
yet  is  the  moft  mortifying  malady  I  can  fufFer.  I 
have  been  juft  a  month  in  town,  and  have  juft  got 
rid  of  it  in  a  fortnight :  and,  when  it  is  on  me,  I 
have  neither  fpirits  to  write,  or  read,  or  think,  or 
eat.  But  I  drink  as  much  as  I  like  ;  which  is  a  re- 
fource  you  cannot  fly  to  when  you  are  ill.  And  I 
like  it  as  little  as  you  :  but  I  can  bear  a  pint  better 
than  you  can  a  fpoonful,  You  were  very  kind  in 
your  care  for  A4r.  tPhalley;  but,  I  hope,  you  re- 
membered, that  Daniel  is  a  damnable  poet,  :ind 
confequently  a  public  enemy  to  m.mkind.  But  I 
defpife  the  lords  degree,  which  is  a  jeit  upon  com- 
mon fenfe  :  for  what  did  it  fignify  to  the  merits 
of  the  caufe,  whether  George  the  Old,  or  the  Young, 

were  Ofi  the  thrqnc  ? 

No: 
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No  :  I  intended  to  pafs  laft  winter  in  England^ 
but  my  heaJth  faid  No  :  and  I  did  defign  to  live  a 
gentleman,  and,  as  Sancho's  wife  laid,  to  go  in 
my  coach  to  court.  I  know  not  whether  you  are 
in  earneft  to  come  hither  in  fpring  :  if  not,  pray 
God  you  may  never,  be  in  jeft.  Dr.  Delany  (hall 
attend  you  at  Cheper^  and  your  apartment  is  ready; 
and  I  have  a  moil  excellent  chaife,  and  about  fix- 
teen  dozen  of  the  beft  cyder  in  the  world  ;  and 
vou  fhall  command  the  town  and  kingdom,  and 
digito  monjirar'i^  tJc.  And,  when  I  cannot  hear, 
you  {hall  have  choice  of  the  beft  people  we  can  af- 
toid,  to  hear  you,  and  nurfes  enough  ;  an,d  your 
apartment  is  on  the  funny  fide. 

The  next  paragraph  ftrikes  me  dumb.  You  fay 
I  am  to  blame,  if  I  refufe  the  opportunity  of  going 
with  my  lady  Bolingbroke  to  Jix-la-Chapelle.  1 
niuft  tell  you,  that  a  foreign  language  is  mortal  to 
a  deaf  man.  I  muft  have  good  eats  to  catch  up 
the  woixls  of  fo  nimble  a  tongued  race  as  the  Frenchy 
having  been  a  dozen  years  without  converfing 
among  them.  Mr.  Gay  is  a  fcandal  to  all  lulty 
young  fellows  with  healthy  countenance  ;  and,  I 
tiiink,  he  is  not  intemperate  in  a  phyfical  ienfe. 
1  am  told  he  has  an  afthma,  which  is  a  difeafe  I 
commiferate  more  than  dcafncfs,  becaufe  it  will 
not  leave  a  man  quiet  either  fleeping  or  waking. 
I  hope  he  does  not  intend  to  print  his  Opera  [f  j 
bcfure  it  ib  aded  ;  for  I  defy  all  your  lubfcriptioas 

[r]  The  Second  Part  of  th..-  Beggar's  Obera* 
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to  amount  to  800/.    And  yet,  I  believe,  he  loft  as 
much  more  for  want  of  human  prudence. 

I  told  you  fome  time  ago,  that  I  was  dwindled 
to  a  writer  of  libels  on  the  lady  of  the  family  where 
I  lived,  and  upon  myfelf;  but  they  never  went 
further  :  and  my  lady  Achefon  made  me  give  her  ud 
all  the  foul  copies,  and  never  gave  the  fair  ones 
out  of  her  hands,  or  fufPered  them  to  he  copied. 
They  were  fometimes  fhewn  to  intimate  friends,  to 
occaiion  mirth,  and  that  was  all.  ^o  that  I  am 
vexed  at  your  thinking  I  had  any  hand  in  what 
could  come  to  your  eyes.  I  have  fome  confufcd 
notion  of  feeing  a  paper  called  Sir  Ralph  the  Pa- 
triot., but  am  fure  it  was  bad  or  indifferent ;  and, 
as  to  the  Lady  at  ^wdrille^  I  never  heard  of  it. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  the  fame  with  a  paper  of  verfcs 
called,  TTye  yournal  of  a  Dublin  Lady^  which  I  writ 
at  Sir  Arthur  Achefon  s ;  and,  leaving  out  what 
concerned  the  family,  I  fent  it  to  be  printed  in  a 
paper  which  do>5ior  Sheridan  hid  engaged  in,  called 
The  Intelligencer.,  of  which  he  made  but  forry  work, 
and  then  dropt  it.  But  the  verfes  were  printed  by 
themfelves,  and  moll  horridly  mangled  in  the  prefs, 
and  were  very  mediocre  in  themfelves  ;  but  did 
well  enough  in  the  manner  1  mentioned,  of  a  fa- 
mily-jeft.  I  do  fincerely  afTure  you,  that  my  fre- 
c]uent  old  diforder,  and  the  fcenc  where  I  am,  and 
the  humour  I  am  in,  and  fome  other  reafons  which 
time  hath  (hewn,  and  will  fhew  more  if  I  live; 
have  lowered  my  fmall  talents  with  a  vengeance, 
and  cooled  my  difpofuiun   to   put  them  in   ufc.     I 

wmt 


174  LETTERS. 

want  only  to  be  rich,  for  I  am  hard  to  be  pleafed ; 
and,  for  want  of  riches,  people  grow  every  day  lefs 
felicitous  to  pleafe  me.  Therefore  I  keep  humble 
company,  who  are  happy  to  come  where  they  caa 
get  a  bottle  of  wine  without  paying  for  it.  I  give 
my  viear  a  fupper,  and  his  wife  a  {hilling,  to  play 
with  me  an  hour  at  back-gammon  once  a  fort- 
night. To  all  people  of  quality,  and  efpecially  of 
titles,  I  am  not  within ;  or,  at  leaft,  am  deaf  a 
week  or  two  after  I  am  well.  But,  on  Sunday 
evenings,  it  cofts  me  fix  bottles  of  wine  to  people 
whom  I  cannot  keep  out.  Pray,  come  over  in 
Jpril,  if  it  be  only  to  convince  you  that  I  tell  no 
lies ;  and  the  journey  will  be  certainly  for  your 
health.  Mrs.  Brent,  my  houfe-keeper,  famous  in 
print  for  digging  out  the  great  bottle  [«],  fays  (he 
will  be  your  nurfe ;  and  the  beft  phyficians  we 
have  fliall  attend  you  without  fees  :  although,  I 
believe,  you  will  have  no  occafion  but  to  converfe 
with  one  or  two  of  them  to  make  them  proud. 

Your  letter  came  but  laft  port,  and  you  fee  my 
punctuality.  1  am  unlucky  at  every  thing  I  fend 
to  England.  Two  bottles  of  ufquebaugh  were 
broken.  Well,  my  humble  fervice  to  my  lord 
BoUnghroke,  lord  Balhurjl,  lord  Majham^  and  his 
lady  my  dear  friend,  and  Mr.  Pultney,  and  the  doc- 
tor, and  Mr.  Lewis,  and  our  fickly  friend  Gay, 
and  my  lady  Bolingbroke  ;  and  very  much  to  Patty 
[w],  who  I  hope  will  learn  to  love  the  woild  lefs, 

[«]    Sec   Vol.  VI.  [w]   Mrs.    Blount. 
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before  the  world  leaves  off"  to  love  her.    I  am  much 
concemed  to  hear   of  my  lord  Peterboroxv  being  ill, 
I  am  exceedingly  his  fervant,  and  pray  God  recover 
his  health.     As  for  your  courtier   Mrs.  Hoivardy 
and  her  miftrefs,   I  have  nothing  to  fay,  but  that 
they   have   neither   memory   nor   manners  ;   elfe  I 
ihould  have  fome  marlc  of  the  former  from  the  lac- 
ter,  which  I  was  promifcd  above  two  years  ago ; 
but,  fince  I  made  them  a  prefent,  it  would  be  mean 
to  remind  them.     I  am  told  poor  IVIrs.  Pope  is  ill : 
Pray  God  preferve  her  to  you,   or  raife  you  up  as 
ufeful  a  friend. 

This  letter  is  an  anfwer  to  Mr.  Ford^  whofe 

hand  1  miftook  for  yours,  having  not  heard  from 

him  this  twelve-month.     Therefore  you  are  not 

to  ftare ;   and  it  muft  not  be  loft,  for  it  talks  to 

*  you  only. 

Again,  forgive  my  blunders :  for,  reading  the 
letter  by  candle-light,  and  not  dreaming  of  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Ford,  I  thought  it  muft  be  yours,  bccaufc 
it  talks  of  our  friends. 

The  letter  talks  of  Gay^  and  Mr.  UloaUey^  and 
lord  Bolingbrokc^  which  made  me  conclude  it  niuli 
be  yours :  fo  all  the  anfwering  part  muft  go  fo: 
jiothing. 


LET- 
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LETTER     XLV. 
To  a  certain  E  S  Q_U  I  R  E. 

Sir,  January  3d,  1729-^0. 

SEEING  your  frank  on  the  outfide,  and  your 
addrefs  in  the  fame  hand,  it  was  obt^ious  who 
was  the  writer.  And,  before  I  opened  it,  a  wor- 
thy friend  being  with  me,  I  told  him  the  contents 
of  the  difference  between  us.  That,  your  tithes 
being  generally  worth  five  or  fix  pounds/>fr  ^««a;«, 
and,  by  the  terror  of  fquirefliip,  frighting  my  agent 
to  take  what  you  gracioufly  thought  fit  to  give, 
you  wronged  me  of  half  my  due  every  year.  That, 
having  held  from  your  father  an  ifland  worth  three 
pence  a  year,  which  I  planted  and  paid  two  {hil- 
lings annually  for;  and  being  out  of  pofleflion  of 
the  faid  ifland  feven  or  eight  years,  there  could  not 
poffibly  be  above  four  fhillings  due  to  you;  for 
which  you  have  thought  proper  to  ffop  three  or  four 
years  tithe,  at  your  own  rate  of  two  pounds  five 
fhillings  a  year  (as  I  remember)  and  ftill  continue 
to  ilop  it,  on  pretence  that  the  faid  ifland  was  not 
furrendered  to  you  in  form ;  although  you  have 
cut  down  more  plantations  of  willows,  and  abeles, 
than  would  purchafe  a  dozen  fuch  iflands.  I  told 
my  friend,  that  this  talent  of  fquires  prevailed  very 
much  formerly  in  the  country  :  that,  as  to  your- 
felf,  from  the  badnefs  of  your  education,  againft 
all  my  advices  and  endeavours,  and  from  the  caft 
2  ©f 
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of  your  nature,  as  v/cll  as  another  clrcumftance 
which  I  {hall  not  mention  ;  I  expected  nothing 
from  you  that  became  a  gentleman  ;  that  1  had  ex- 
poftulated  this  (curvy  matter  very  gently  with  you  : 
that  I  conceived  this  letter  was  an  anf^er.  That, 
from  the  prerogative  of  a  good  eftate,  however 
gotten,  and  the  practice  of  lording  over  a  few  Irijh 
wretches,  and  from  the  natural  want  of  better 
thinking,  I  was  fure  your  anfwer  would  be  ex- 
tremely rude  and  ftupid,  full  of  very  bad  language 
in  all  fcnfes.  That  a  bear  in  a  wildernefs  will  as 
foon  fix  on  a  philofopher  as  on  a  cottager  :  and  a 
man  wholly  void  of  education,  judgment,  or  dif- 
tincSlion  of  perfons,  has  no  regard,  in  his  infolence, 
but  to  the  paflion  of  fear:  and,  how  heartily  1 
wifhed,  that,  to  make  you  fhcw  your  humility, 
your  quarrel  had  rather  been  with  a  captain  of  dra- 
goons,  than  the  dean  of  St.  Patrick's. 

All  this  happened  before  my  opening  your  let- 
ter }  which  being  read,  my  friend  told  me  1  was 
an  ill  guefier.  That  you  affirmed  you  dcfpifcd  mc 
only  as  a  clergyman  by  your  own  confefTion  ;  and 
that  you  had  reafon,  becaufe  clergymen  preiend  to 
learning,  wherein  you  value  yourfclf  as  what  you 
are  an  utter  flranger  to. 

I  took  fome  pains  in  providing  and  advlfing  about 
your  education  j  but,  fmce  you  have  made  fo  ill 
ufe  of  my  rules,  I  cannot  deny,  that,  according 
to  your  own  principles,  your  ufage  of  me  is  juft. 
You  are  wholly  out  of  my  danger:  the  weapons  I 
ufe  will  do  you  no  hurt;   and  tu  that  which  wouUi 

Vol.  XVII.  N  keep 
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keep  nicer  men  in  awe  you  are  infenfibie.  A 
needle  againft  a  ftone-wali  can  make  no  impreffion. 
Your  faculty  lies  in  making  bargains  :  flick  to 
that.  Leave  your  children  a  better  eftate  than  your 
father  left  you;  as  he  left  you  much  more  than 
your  grandfather  left  him.  Your  father  and  you 
are  much  wifer  than  I,  who  gave  among  you  fifty 
years  purchafe  for  land,  for  which  I  am  not  to  fee 
one  farthing.  This  was  intended  as  an  encourage- 
ment to  a  clergyman  to  refide  among  you,  when- 
ever any  of  your  pofterity  fhall  be  able  to  diflin- 
guifh  a  man  from  a  beaft.  One  thing  I  defire  you 
will  be  fet  right  in  :  I  do  not  defpife  all  fquires. 
It  is  true,  I  defpife  the  bulk  of  them.  But  pray 
take  notice,  that  a  fquire  muft  have  fome  merit  be- 
fore I  fhall  honour  him  with  my  contempt :  for  I 
do  not  defpife  a  fly,  a  maggot,  or  a  mite. 

If  you  fend  me  an  anfwer  to  this,  I  fhall  not 
read  it,  but  open  it  before  company,  and  in  their 
prefence  burn  it ;  for  no  other  reafon  but  the  de- 
teftation  of  bad  fpelling,  no  grammar,  and  that 
pertnefs  which  proceeds  from  ignorance  and  an  in- 
vincible want  of  tafle. 

I  have  ordered  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  be  taken, 
with  an  i'-'ention  to  print  it,  as  a  mark  of  my 
eflecm  for  you  ;  which,  however,  perhaps  I  fhall 
not  purfue  :  for  I  could  willingly  excule  our  two 
names  from  flanding  in  the  fame  paper,  fmce  I  am 
confident  you  have  as  little  defne  of  fame  as  I  have 
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I  wifli  many  happy  new  years  to  you  and  your 
family  i  and  am,  with  truth, 

Your  friend  and 

humble  fcrvant. 

Let  me  add  fomething  fcrious  :  That,  as  it  is  held 
an  imprudent  thing  to  provoke  valour;  fo,  I 
contefs,  it  was  imprudent  in  me  to  provoke  rudc- 
nefs  :  which,  as  it  was  my  own  {landing  rule 
never  to  do,  except  in  cafes  where  I  had  power 
to  punifh  it,  fo  my  error  proceeded  from  a  bet- 
ter opinion  of  you  than  you  have  thought  fit  to 
make  good.  For,  with  every  fault  in  your  na- 
ture, your  education,  and  your  underftanding, 
I  never  ima2,ined  you  fo  utterly  devoid  of  know- 
ing foiTie  little  diftinilion  between  perfons. 

LETTER    XLVL 
To   Lady    W  O  R  S  L  E  Y. 

Madam,  y^prll  19th,  1730. 

MY  lady  Carteret  (if  you  know  fuch  a  lady) 
commands  me  to  purfue  my  own  inclina- 
tion ;  which  is,  to  honour  myfelf  with  writing  you 
a  letter;  and  thereby  endeavouring  to  preferve  my- 
felf in  your  memory,  in  fpight  of  an  acquaintance 
of  more  years,  than  in  regard  to  my  own  reputa- 
tion, as   a  youncr  gentleman,   I  care  to  recoiled, 

N   2  i  furgot 
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I  forgot  whether  T  had  not  fome  reafons  fo  be  an- 
gry with  your  ladyfliip,  when  I  was  laft  in  Eng~ 
land.  I  hope  to  fee  you  very  foon  the  youngeft 
great-grand-mother  in  Europe:  and  fifteen  years 
htnce  (which  I  fliall  have  nothing  to  do  with)  you 
will  be  at  the  amufement  of  *'  Rife  up,  daiugfo- 
"  ter,  ^c."  You  are  to  anfwer  this  letter,  and 
to  inform  me  of  your  health  and  humour;  and, 
whether  you  like  your  daughter  better  or  worfe, 
after  having  fo  long  converfed  with  the  Irijh  world, 
and  fo  little  with  me.  Tell  me  what  are  your 
amufemcnts  at  prefent ;  cards,  court,  books,  vifit- 
ing,  or  fondling  (I  humbly  beg  your  ladyfhip'a 
pardon,  but  it  is  between  ourfclves)  your  grand- 
children ?  My  lady  Carteret  hath  been  the  beft 
queen  we  have  known  in  Ireland  thefe  many 
years  ;  yet  is  flie  mortally  hated  by  all  the  young 
girls,  becaufe  (and  it  is  your  fault)  fhe  is  hand- 
ibmer  than  all  of  them  toirether.  Prav,  <^o  not 
infult  poor  Ireland  on  this  occafion,  for  it  would 
have  been  exa6lly  the  fame  thing  in  London.  And 
therefore  I  fhall  advife  the  VL — g,  when  1  go  next 
to  England^  to  fend  no  more  of  her  fort  (if  fiich 
another  can  be  found)  for  fear  of  turning  all  his 
loyal  female-fubjeiSts  here  ag;i:nft  him. 

How  is  our  old  friend  Mrs.  Borton  ?  (I  forget 
her  new  name).  I  faw  her  three  years  aso,  at 
court,  almofl:  dwindled  to  an  echo,  and  h^id'y 
knew  her;  while  your  eyes  dazzled  me  as  iiuich 
as  when  I  firfl  met  them  ;   which,  confidering  my- 
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feir.  Is  a  greater  compliment  than  you  arc  aware  of. 
I  wifh  you  may  have  grace  to  find  it. 

My  lady  Carteret  hath  made  me  a  prcfent, 
which  I  take  to  be  malicious,  with  a  defign  to 
{land  in  your  place.  Therefore  I  would  have  you 
to  provide  againll  it  by  another,  and  fomcthing  of 
your  own  work.,  as  hers  is.  For  you  know  I  al- 
ways expert  advances  and  prefents  from  ladies. 
Neither  was  I  ever  deceived  in  this  lad  article  by 
any  of  your  fex  but  the  Q^-n,  whom  I  taxed  thrcj 
years  ago  with  aprefent  of  ten  pounds  value.  Upon 
taking  my  leave,  (he  faid  (he  intended  a  medal  for 
mc,  but  it  was  not  finiihed.  I  afterwards  fent  her, 
on  her  own  commands,  about  five  and  thirty 
pounds  worth  of  fiik,  for  herfelf  and  the  princcfll-s; 
but  never  received  the  medal  to  this  day.  There- 
fore, I  will  tiuft  your  fcx  no  more.  You  are  to 
prefent  my  moft  humble  fervice  to  my  old  friend 
Sir  Robert  Worjley.  1  hope  my  friend  Harry  is  well, 
and  fattening  in  the  fun,  and  continuing  a  batche- 
lor  to  enrich  the  poor  lUorJley  family. 

I  command  you  to  believe  me  to  be,  with  the 
greateil  truth  and  rcfpccl,  ^c. 


N  3  ^  E  T, 
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LETTER     XLVII. 
To   the   Earl    of  CHESTERFIELD.  • 

My  Lord,  November  lOth,  17 30. 

I  WAS  pofitively  advifed  by  a  friend,  whofe 
opinion  hath  much  weight  with  me,  and  who 
hath  a  great  veneration  for  your  lordfhip,  to  ven- 
ture a  letter  of  felicitation  :  and  it  is  the  firft  rc- 
quefl  of  this  kind  that  I  ever  made,  fince  the  public 
changes,  in  times,  perfons,  meafures,  and  opinions, 
drove  me  into  dillance  and  obfcuritj'. 

There  is  an  honeft  man,  whofe  name  is  Lannce" 
lot  J  he  hath  been  long  a  ftrvant  to  my  lord  SuJJex : 
He  married  a  relation  of  mine,  a  widow,  with  a 
tolerable  jointure;  which,  depending  upon  a  leafe 
which  the  duke  of  Graftoji  fuffered  to  expire  about 
three  years  ago,  funk  half  her  little  fortune.  Mr. 
Launcelot  had  many  pronufes  from  the  duke  of 
Dorfet^  while  his  grace  held  that  office  which  is 
now  in  your  lordfhip  [x]  ;  but  they  all  failed,  after 
the  ufual  fate  that  the  bulk  of  court-fuiters  muft 
expecl. 

I  am  very  fenfible  that  I  have  no  manner  of 
claim  to  the  leaft  favour  from  your  lordfhip,  whom 
I  have  hardly  the  honour  to  be  known  to,  although 
you   were  always   pleafed   to  treat  me  wich  much 

[x]  Tht  carl  of  Chefurfeld  was  then  lord  fteward  of  his  majefly's 
houfehold, 

humanity. 
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humanity,  and  with  more  diftinftion  than  I  could 
pretend  to  defcrve.  I  am  likewife  confcious  of  thit 
demerit  which  I  have  largely  fhared  with  all  thofe 
who  concerned  thenifelves  in  a  court  and  miniftry, 
whofe  maxims  and  proceedings  have  been  ever 
fmce  (o  much  exploded.  But  your  lord{hip  will 
grant  me  leave  to  fay,  that,  in  thofe  times,  when 
any  perfons  of  the  eje^led  party  came  to  court,  and 
were  of  tolerable  confequencc,  they  never  failed  to 
fucceed  in  any  reafonable  requeft  they  made  for  a 
friend.  And,  when  I  fometimes  added  my  poor 
folicitations,  I  ufed  to  quote  the  then  minifters  a 
pafiage  in  ti.e  Gofpel,  The  poor  (meaning  their  own  • 
dependents)  you  have  ahvayi  with  you.,  &c. 

This  is  the  ftrongeft  argument  I  have  to  entreat 
your  lordfhip's  favour  for  Mr.  Launcelot^  who  is  a 
perfecl  honeft  man,  and  as  loyal  as  you  could 
wifh.  His  wife,  my  near  relation,  hath  been  my 
favourite  from  her  youth,  and  as  dcferving  as  it  is 
poflible  for  one  of  her  level.  It  is  underftood,  that 
fome  little  employments  about  the  court  may  be 
often  in  your  lordfliip's  difpofal ;  and  that  my  lord 
^ujfex  will  give  Mr,  Launcelot  the  character  he  dc- 
ferves  :  and  then  let  my  petition  be  (to  fpcalc  in 
tny  own  trade)  a  drop  in  the  bucket. 

Remember,  my  lord,  that,  although  this  letter 
be  long,  yet  what  particularly  concerns  my  requeft 
is  but  of  a  few  lines. 

I  fhall  not  congratulate  with  your  lordfliip  upon 
any  of  your  preftnt  great  employments,  or  upon 
the  greateft  that  can  poflibly  be  given  to  you;  bc- 
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caufe  you  are  one  of  thofe  very  few  who  do  more 
honour  to  a  court,  thnn  you  can  pofliblv  receive 
from  it :  which  I  take  to  be  a  greater  compliment 
to  any  court  than  it  is  to  your  lordfliip.   I  am, 

My  Lord,  ^c. 

LETTER    XLVIII. 
To  the   Counters    of  SUFFOLK. 

Madam,  November  z\^  J/S^* 

ID  O  now  pity  the  Jeifure  you  have  to  read  a 
letter  from  me  j  and  this  letter  fhall  be  a  hif- 
tory.  Fird,  therefore,  I  call  you  to  witnefs  that 
I  did  not  attend  on  the  Q^— n  till  I  had  received 
her  own  repeated  meflages ;  which,  of  courfe,  oc- 
cafioncd  my  being  introduced  to  you.  I  never 
aficfd  any  thing,  till,  upon  leaving  England  the  firft 
time,  I  defired  from  you  a  prefent  woiih  a  guinea, 
and  from  her  majefiy  one  worth  ten  pounds,  by 
way  of  a  memorial.  Your's  1  received  j  and  the 
Q^ — n,  upon  my  taking  leave  of  her,  made  an  ex- 
cufe  that  (he  had  intended  z  medal  for  me ;  which 
not  being  ready,  {he  would  fend  it  me  the  CbriJInias 
following :  yet  this  was  never  done,  nor  at  all  re- 
membered when  I  Vvcnt  back  to  En<rland  the  next 
year,  and,  by  her  commands,  attended  her  as  I  had 
done  before.  I  muft  now  tell  you,  madam,  that 
I  will  receive  no  medal  from  her  majefty,  nor  any 
thing  lefs  than  her  pidure  at  half  length,  drawn 

by 
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by  Jervas ;  and,  if  he  takes  it  from  another  origi- 
nal, the  Qj- n  (hall  fit  at  leaft  twice  for  him  to 
touch  it  up.  I  dtfire  you  will  let  her  majelly  know 
this  in  plain  words,  although  I  have  heard  that  I 
am  under  her  difpleafure.  But  this  is  a  ufual  thino- 
with  princes  as  well  as  minifters,  upon  every  falfc 
reprefentation  ;  and  fo  I  took  occafion  to  tell  the 
Q;— n,  upon  the  quarrel  Mr.  fFalpole  had  wiih  our 
-friend  Gay^  the  firft  time  I  ever  had  the  honour  to 
attend  her. 

Againft  you  I  have  but  one  reproach  :  That, 
when  I  was  laft  in  England^  and  juft  after  the  prc- 
fent  king's  acceflion,  I  rcfolved  to  pafs  that  fum- 
mcr  in  France^  for  which  I  had  then  a  nioft  lucky 
opportunity  ;  from  which  thofe  who  ftcmed  to  love 
me  well  dilluaded  me,  by  your  advice;  and,  when 
I  fent  you  a  note,  conjuring  you  to  lay  afide  the 
character  of  a  courtier  and  a  favourite  upon  that 
occafion,  your  anfwer  pjfitivciy  dirctSlcd  me  not 
Jo  go  in  that  jun»Sturc  ;  and  you  faid  the  fame 
thing  to  my  friends,  who  fecmcd  to  have  power  of 
giving  me  hints,  that  1  might  reafonably  hope  for 
a  fettlement  in  EnghpuL  Which,  God  knows, 
was  no  very  great  ambition,  confidering  the  ftation 
J  fliould  leave  here,  of  greater  dignity,  and  which 
might  have  eafily  beep  managed  to  be  difpofed  of 
as  the  Qj^-n  pleafed.  If  thefe  hints  came  from 
you,  I  affirm  you  then  afted  too  much  like  a  cour- 
tier. But  I  forgive  you,  and  efteem  you  as  much 
as  ever.  You  have  your  reafons,  which  I  (hall 
rot  enquire  into;   becaufe  1  always  believed   you 

had 
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bad  fome  virtues,  befides    all   (he   accompliftiments 
of  rrii'iid  and  perfon  that  can  adorn  a  ladv. 

f  am  angry  with  the  Qj— n  for  facrififing  my 
friend  Gay  to  the  miftaken  piques  of  fir  Robert 
Waipole,  about  a  libel  written  a2,ainft  him  ;  al- 
though he  were  convinced  at  the  fame  time  of  Mr. 
Gay's  innocence,  and  although,  as  I  faid  before, 
I  told  her  majefty  the  whole  ftory.  Mr.  Gay  de- 
fcrved  better  treatment  amongft  you,  upon  all  ac- 
counts, and  particularly  for  his  excellent  unregard- 
ed Fables,  dedicated  to  prince  fVilliam,  which  I 
hope  his  royal  highnefs  will  often  read  for  his  in- 
flru61ion.  I  v/ifh  her  majefty  would  a  little  re- 
member what  I  largely  faid  to  her  about  Ireland, 
when,  before  a  witnefs^,  fhe  gave  me  leave,  and 
commanded  me,  to  tell  her  what  (he  fpoke  to  me 
upon  that  fubjecl:  ;  and  ordered  me,  that,  if  I 
lived  to  fee  her  in  her  prelent  ftation,  to  fend  her 
our  grievances,  promifmg  to  read  my  letter,  and 
do  all  good  offices  in  her  power  for  this  miferable 
and  moft  loyal  kingdom,  now  at  the  brink  of  ruin, 
and  never  fo  near  as  now.  As  to  myfelf,  I  repeat 
again,  that  I  never  aflced  any  thing  more  than  a 
trifle,  ..s  a  memorial  of  fome  diftinition  which  her 
majefty  gracioufly  feemed  to  make  between  me  and 
every  common  clergyman  :  but  that  trifle  was  for- 
gotten, according  to  the  ufual  method  of  princes, 
although  I  was  taught  to  think  myfelf  upon  a  foot  of 
pretending  to  fome  little  exception. 

As  to  yourfeir,  madam,   I  moft  heartily  congra- 
tulate with  you  for  being  delivered  from    the  toil, 

the 
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the  envy,  the  flavery,    and  vexation  of  a   favourite, 
where  you  could  not  always  anfwer  the  good  inten- 
tions that  I  hope  you  had.  You  will  now  be  iefs  tciz- 
ed  with  folicltations,  one  ot  the  greateft  evils  in  life. 
You  poflcfs    an  cafy   employment,   with    quiet   of 
mind,  although  it  be   by  no  means   equal  to  your 
merit  :  and,    itit  fliall  pleal'e  God  10  eUablifli  your 
health,  1  believe  and  hope  you  are  too  wife  to  hope 
for  more.     Mr.  Pobe  hath  always  been  an  advocate 
for  your  fmcerityj  and  even  I,  in    the    character  I 
gave  you  of  yourfelf,   allowed  you  as  much  of  that 
virtue  as  could  be  expected  in  a   lady,  a   courtier, 
and  a  favourite.     Yet,  I  confefs,  I  never   heartily 
pledged  your  health  as  a  toaft,  upon  iny  other   re- 
gards than    beauty,  wit,  good    fenfe,   and  an  un- 
blemiflied  charadlcr.     For,  as  to  fricnu'fhip,  truth, 
finceiity,  and  other  trifles   of  that  kind,  I    never 
concerned  myfelf  about  them  ;  becaufe  I  knew  them 
to  be  only  parts  of   the   lower  morals,    which    arc 
altogether  ufclefs  at  courts.     I  am  content  that  you 
fhould  tell  the  Qj— n  all  I  have  faid  of  her,   and  in 
my  own  words,  ifyoupleafe. 

I  could  have  been  a  better  prophet  in  the  cha- 
rafter  1  gave  you  of  yourfelf,  if  it  had  been  good 
manners,  in  the  height  of  your  credit,  to  put  you 
in  mind  of  its  mortality.  For  you  arc  not  the 
f.rft,  by  at  leaft  three  ladies,  whom  I  have  known  to 
undergo  the  fame  turn  of  fortune.  It  is  allowed, 
that  ladies  are  often  very  good  fcaffi-ldings  ;  and  I 
need  not  tell  you  the  ule  that  fcaftoldings  arc  put  to 
by  all   builders,  as  well  political  as  mechanic     I 

Ciouia 
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fliould  have  begun  this  letter  by  telling  you,  that 
1  was  encouraged  to  write  it  by  my  beft  friend, 
and  one  of  your  great  admirers  ;  who  told  me,  that, 
from  fomething  that  had  palTed  between  you,  he 
tliought  you  would  not  receive  it  ill.  After  all,  I 
know  no  perfon  of  your  fex,  for  whom  I  have  {& 
g.reat  an  eftcein,  as  I  do  and  believe  I  fliall  always 
continue  to  bear  for  you,  I  mean  a  private  perfon, 
for  I  mull;  except  the  Q:;— n,  and  it  is  not  an  excep- 
tion of  form:,  becaufe  I  have  really  a  very  great  vene- 
ration for  her  great  qualities,  altho'  I  have  reafon  to 
complain  of  her  conduct  to  me  ;  which  I  could  not 
excufe  although  {he  had  fifty  kingdoms  to  govern, 
I  have  but  room  to  conclude  with  my  fincere  pro- 
fcflions  of  being,  with  true  rerp?<5tj 

Mad  AW, 

Your  mofl  obedient 

humble  fervint 

LETTER    XLIX. 
To  Lady  S  A  N  T  R  Y. 

Madam,  i730»  at  a  conjedlurc. 

MY  reafon  for  waiting  on  you,  fome  time  ago, 
was  grounded  on  the  efteem  I  always 
had  for  you  ;  which  continued  ftill  the  fame,  al- 
though I  had  hardly  the  leaft  acquaintance  with 
your  lord,   nor  was  at  all  defirous  to  cultivate  it, 

becaufe 
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becaufe  I  did  not  at  all  approve  of  his  conducl.  In 
two  or  three  days  after  I  fiiw  you  at  {-.r  Cotr:p:.n 
Domvile^s  houfe,  all  my  acquaintance  told  nve  how 
full  the  town  was  of  the  vifit  I  \\y'\  made  you  ;  and 
of  the  cruel  treatment  you  received  ^Vom  me,  witU 
relation  to  your  fon.  I  will  not  believe  your  ladv- 
(hip  was  fo  virealc  as  to  fpread  this  compl.iint  your- 
felf ;  but  I  lay  it  wholly  to  thofe  two  young  women 
who  were  then  in  the  fame  room,  I  fuppufe  as  vi- 
fitors.  But,  if  you  were  really  difcontented,  ajid 
thought  to  publifh  your  difcontcnt  in  a-jizravatini 
words,  I  muft  cut  ofF  at  leaft  nine  tenths  of  the 
friendfhip  I  had  for  you,  and  lilt  you  in  the  herd 
of  Irijh  ladies,  whofe  titles,  or  thcifc  of  their  huf- 
bands,  with  me  never  have  the  weight  of  a  feathrr, 
pr  the  value  of  a  pebble.  I  imagined  you  had  f<» 
much  fenfc  as  to  underilanJ,  that  all  I  faid  was  in- 
tended for  the  fcrvice  both  of  you  and  your  fon.  I 
have  often  fpoken  much  more  feverely  to  perionsot 
much  higher  quality  th\n  your  fon,  and  in  a  king- 
dom where  to  be  a  lord  is  of  importance  j  and  I 
have  received  heartv  thanks  as  well  as  found 
amendment.  One  thing  I  Ihall  obl'eive,  upoa 
your  account ;  which  is,  Never  to  throw  away  any 
more  advice  upon  any  hijh  lord,  or  his  mother; 
bccaufe  I  thought  you  would  be  one  of  the  lalt  to 
deceive  me. 

I  called  four  times  at  the  houfe  where  you  lodge, 
and  you  were  always  denied,  by  which,  I  luppo(e, 
you  would  have  me  think  you  are  angry  ;  whereas 
I  am  the  perlun  who  ouirhc   to    compJain,    bccaufe 

all 
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all  I  faid  to  you  proceeded  from  friend Qiip,  and  a 
defire  of  reforming  your  foil.  But  that  uelue  is 
now  utterly  at  an  end. 

LETTER    L. 

To  the  Earl  of  C  H  E  S  T  E  R  F  I  E  L  D. 

January  s,  I73^-I» 
My  Lord, 

RETURN  your  lordihip  my  moft  humble 
L  thanks  for  the  honour  and  favour  of  your  let- 
ter, and  defirc  your  juftice  to  believe,  that,  in 
v/riting  to  you  a  fecond  time,  I  have  no  defign  of 
giving  you  a  fecond  trouble.  My  only  end  at  pre- 
fent  is  to  beg  your  pardon  for  a  fault  of  ignorance. 
I  ought  to  have  remembered,  that  the  arts  of  courts 
are  lilce  thofe  of  play  ;  where,  if  the  moft  expert 
be  abfcnt  for  a  few  months,  the  whole  fyftem  is  fo 
changed,  that  he  hath  no  more  fkill  than  a  new  be- 
ginner. Yet  I  cannot  but  wifh,  that  your  lord- 
fhip  had  pleafed  to  forgive  one,  who  hath  been  an 
utter  ftranger  to  public  life  above  fixteen  years. 
BiiJJy  Rabutin  himfclf,  the  politeft  perfon  of  his  age, 
when  he  was  re-called  to  court  after  a  long  banifh- 
ment,  appeared  ridiculous  there  :  and  what  could 
I  expe6t  from  my  antiquated  manner  of  addreffing 
your  lordihip  in  the  prime  of  your  life,  in  the  height 
of  fortune,  favour,  and  merit ;  fo  diftinguiihed  by 
your  adivc  fpirit,  and  greatnefs  of  your   genius  ? 

I  do 
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I  do  here  repeat  to  your  lordfnip,  tint  I  by  ti»c 
fault  of  my  mifconduct  entirely  on  a  friend,  whom 
I  exceedingly  love  and  cilecm,whomId?.ri'  not  name, 
and  who  is  as  bad  a  courtier  by  nature  as  I  am  ^rowii 
by  want  of  practice.  God  forbid  that  your  lord- 
fhip  ihould  continue  in  an  employmen'.,  however 
great  and  honourable,  where  you  only  can  be  aa 
ornament  to  the  court  fo  long,  until  you  have  an 
opportunity  to  provide  offices  for  a  dozen  low  peo- 
ple like  the  poor  man  whom  I  took  the  liberty  to 
mention.  And  God  forbid,  that,  in  one  particular 
branch  of  the  king's  family,  there  fnould  ever  be 
fuch  a  mortality,  as  to  take  away  a  dozen  of  his 
meaner  fervants  in  lefs  than  a  dozen  years. 

Give  me  leave,  in  further  excufe  of  my  weak- 
ncfs,  to  confefs,  that,  befidcs  fome  hints  Irom  my 
friends,  your  lorJfii'p  is  in  great  meafure  to  blame, 
ifor  your  obliging  manner  of  treating  me  in  evcv 
place  where  1  ha  i  the  honour  to  fee  you  ;  which  1 
acknowledge  to  have  been  a  diilinction  that  I  hai 
not  the  leait  pretence  to,  and  confcquontly  as  lu:lc 
to  ground  upon  it  the  requtrfi;  ot  a  favour. 

As  I  am  an  utler  ftrargcr  to  the  prcfent  for.iis 
of  the  world,  1  have  im  .gined  more  than  once, 
that  your  lordihip's  proceedio;  with  me  may  be  a 
refinement  introduced  by  yotsrlclf  :  and  that  a,  io 
my  rime,  the  moft  folemn  and  frcquenc  pro'nifey  of 
great  men  ufuaily  failed,  agai.;il  Jl  proVahleatj- 
pearances,  fo  that  fingle  flight  one  of  your  Icrdih^p 
may,  by  your  generous  nature,  early  fucceci  arnult 
all  vifible  impoiTibilitics.     I  am,  C-'V. 

LtT- 
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LETTER     LI. 
To  V  E  N  T  O  S  O. 

S  iR,  yiprll  28th,   1731. 

YOUR  letter  hath  lain  by  me  v/ithout  ac- 
knowledging it,  longer  than  I  intended  ;  not 
for  want  of  civility,  but  becaufe  I  was  wholly  at 
a  lofs  what  to  fay  :  for,  as  your  fcheme  of  think- 
ing, converfing,  and  living,  differs  in  every  point 
diametrically  from  mine,  fo  I  think  myfelf  the 
moft  improper  perfon  in  the  world  to  converfe  of 
correfpond  with  you.  You  would  be  glad  to  be 
thought  a  proud  man,  and  yet  there  is  not  a  grain 
of  pride  in  you  :  for  you  are  pleafed  that  people 
fhould  know  you  have  been  acquainted  with  per- 
fons  of  great  names  and  titles,  whereby  you  confefs 
that  you  take  it  for  an  honour ;  which  a  proud  man 
never  does :  and,  befides,  you  ran  the  hazard  of 
not  being  believed.  You  went  abroad,  and  ftrove 
to  engage  yourfelf  in  adcfperate  caufe,  very  much 
to  the  damage  of  your  fortune,  and  might  have 
been  to  the  danger  of  your  life,  if  there  had  not 
been,  as  it  were,  a  combination  of  feme,  who 
would  not  give  credit  to  the  account  vou  cave  of 
your  tranfaclions  ;  and  of  others,  who,  either 
really  or  pretending  to  believe  you,  have  given 
you  out  as  a  dangerous  perfon  (of  which  laft  notion 

I  once 
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I  once  hinted  fomething  to  you)  :  becaufe,  if  what 
you  repeated  of  yourfclf  were  true,  it  was  neccf- 
fary  that  you  had  either  made  your  peace,  or  muft 
have  been  profecuted  for  high-treafon.  The  repu- 
tation (if  there  beany)  of  having  been  acquainted 
with  princes,  and  other  great  perfons,  arifes  from 
it's  being  generally  known  to  others,  but  never 
once  mentioned  by  ourfelves,  if  it  can  pnflibiy  be 
avoided.  I  fay  this  perfectly  for  your  fervice  ;  be- 
caufe an  univerfal  opinion  among  thofe  who  know, 
or  have  heard  of  you,  that  you  have  always  pra£ti- 
fed  a  direct  contrary  proceeding,  hath  done  you 
more  hurt  than  your  natural  underflanding,  left 
to  itfelf,  could  ever  have  brought  upon  you.  The 
world  will  never  allow  any  man  that  charai^er  which 
he  gives  to  himfelf,  by  openly  profefTing  it  to  thofe 
with  whom  he  converfcth.  Wit,  learning,  valour, 
great  acquaintance,  theefteem  of  good  men,  will 
be  known,  although  we  (hould  endeavour  to  con- 
ceal them,  however  they  may  pafs  unrewarded : 
but,  I  doubt,  our  own  bare  aiFertions,  upon  any 
of  thofe  points,  will  very  little  avail,  except  in 
tempting  the  hearers  to  judge  diredly  contrary  to 
what  we  advance.  Therefore,  at  this  feafon  of 
your  life,  1  fhouid  be  glad  you  would  a£l  after  the 
common  cuftom  of  mankind,  and  have  done  with 
thoughts  of  courts,  of  ladies,  of  lords,  of  politick*, 
and  all  dreams  of  being  important  in  the  world.  I 
am  glad  your  country  life  has  taught  you  Latln^ 
of  which  you  were  altogether  ignorant  when  I  knew 
Vol.  XVII.  O  you 
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vou  fiift  ;  and  I  am  aftonifhed  how  you  came  to  re- 
cover it.     Your  new  friend  Horace  will    teach  you 
many  Icons  agreeable  to  what  I  have  faid,  for  which 
I  could  refer  to  a  dozen  paffages   in  a  few   minutes. 
I  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  the  houfe    wholly   fwept   of 
thcfe  cobwebs,  and   that  you   would   take  an   oath 
never  to  mention  a  prince,  or    princefs,  a  foreign 
or  domeftic  lord,  an  intrigue   of  ftate  or  of  love; 
but  fuit  yourfelf  to  the  climate  and  company,  where 
your  prudence  will  be  to  pafs  the    reft  of  your  life. 
It  is  not  a  farthing  matter  to  you  what  is    doing   in 
Europe,  more  than   to  every   alderman   who  reads 
the  news  in  a  coffee-houfe.     If  you  could    refolve 
to  aclthus,  your  underftanding   is  good   enough  to 
qualify  you  for  any  converfation  in  this    kingdom. 
Families  will  receive  you  without  fear  or  conftraint,^ 
nor  watch  to  hear  you  talk  in  the  grand  ftyle,   laugh 
when  you  are  gone,  and  tell  it  to  all  their  acquain- 
tance.    It  is  a  happinefs  that  this  quality  may,  by  a 
man  offenfe,  be  aseafily  fhaken  off  as  it   is  acqui- 
red, efpecially  when  he  hath  no  proper  claim  to  it  : 
for  you  v/ere  not  bred  to  be  a  man  of  bufmefs ;  you 
never  were  called  to  any  employments   at  courts  ; 
but  deflined  to  be  a  private   gentleman,  to   enter- 
tain yourfelf  with  country-bufinefs  and  country   ac- 
quaintance J  or,  at  bcft,  with  books  of  amufement 
in  your  own  language.     It  is  an  uncontrolled  truth, 
that  no  man  ever  made  an  ill  figure  who  underftood 
his  ovjn  talents,  nor  a  good  one  who  miftook  them. 
1  am,  i^c. 

LET- 
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LETTER     Lir. 
A    CoL'NTrRFEiT    Letter  to  the  Q-_n  ["^.1, 

Madam,  DuLHn,  "June  22,   1 7  3  r." 

IH  A  V  E  had  the  honour  to  tell  your  majcny, 
on  another  occafion,  that  provinces  labour  un- 
der one  ni'ghty  misfortune,  which  h,  in  a  great 
meafure,  the  cauCe  of  all  the  reft  ;  and  that  is,  That 
they  are  for  the  moft  part  far  removed  from  the 
prince's  eye,  and,  of  confcqucncc,  from  the  influ- 
ence, both  of  his  wifdom  and  goodnefs.  This  is 
the  cafe  of /rf/an^/ beyond  exprefllon  ! 

There  is  not  one  mortal  here,  who  is  not  well 
fatisficd  of  your  majefty's  good  intentions  to  all 
your  people  :  and  yet  your  fubjeiSts  of  this  ille  arc 
fo  far  from  (baring  the  effects  of  your  good  dirpofi- 
tions,  in  any  equitable  degree  ;  arc  fo  far  from 
enjoying  all  the  good  to  which  they  are  entitled  from 
your  majefty's  moft  gracious  inclinations,  that  they 
often  find  great  difficulty  how  to  enjoy  even  the  re- 
lief of  complaint. 

To  omit  a  thoufand  other  inftances,  there  Is  one 
perfon  of  hijh  birth,  eminent  for  genius  and 
merit  of  many  kinds,  an  honour  to  her  coun- 
try, and  to  her  fex  !  1  will  be  bold  to  fay, 
not  lefs  fo    in  her  fphcre    than  your  mJjejly  in  ysun. 

[y]  Thus  Indoifci  by  Dr.  S^ui/J  :  "  Count.rfcit  letter  from  me  ro 
"the  CL-n,  fcnr  to  mc  hy  Mr,  Fope,  datcU  Jun  22d,  i^'--,!.  R:- 
«  ccivcd  Ju'y  1 9th,  1731.  <^i»^ en  by  the  CounttU  of  i./j/t." 

O  2  And 
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And  yet  all  her  talents  and  virtues  have  not  yet  been 
able  to  influence  any  one  perfon  about  your  majefty,. 
fo  far  as  to  introduce   her  into   your    leaft  notice. 
As  I  am  your  majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fub- 
je£l,    it  is    a  debt  I  owe  your  majefty  to  acquaint 
you,   that  Mrs.   Barber,    the  hsjl  female  poet  of  this 
or  perhaps  ofan^  age,  is  now  in  your  majefty 's  capi- 
tal, known  to  lady  Hartford^  lady  Torrington,  lady 
Walpole,  &c.     A  woman  whofe  genius  is  honoured 
by  every  man  of  genius  in  this  kingdom,  and  either 
honoured  or  envied  by  eisery  man  of  genius  in  England^ 
Your  majefty  is  juftly  reverenced  for  thofe  great 
abilities   with   which    God  hath    bleJTed  you;  for 
your  regard  to  learning,  and   your  zeal  for  true  re- 
ligion :  compleat   your  chara£ter,  by   your  regard 
to  perfons  of  genius  ;  efpecially  thofe,    who  make 
the  greatnefs  of  their  talents,  after  your  majefty's 
example,  fubfervient  to  the  good  of  mankind  and 
the  glory  of  God  ;,  which   is  moft;  remarkably  Mrs. 
Barber  s  cafe  and  character. 

Give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  madam,  that  every 
fubjeih  of  underftanding  and  virtue,  throughout 
your  dominions,  is  appointed  by  Providence  of  your 
council.  And  this,  madam,  is  an  open  and  aa 
honeft  apology  for  this  trouble  ;  or,  to  fpeak  more 
properly,  for  this  dutiful  information.  It  is  your  true 
intereft,  that  all  your  fubjeds  fhould  fee  that  merit 
is  regarded  by  you  in  one  inftance  j  or,  rather, 
that  it  is  not   difregarded  in  any  inftance.     Let 

them 
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them  daily  blefs  God  for  every  gift  of  wifJom  and 
goodneis  beftowed  upon  you,  and  pray  inceflantly 
for  the  long  continuance  of  them  j  as  doth 

Your  iM  A  J  E  s  T  y*s 

moft  dutiful   and 

loyal  fubjedl  and  fcrvant, 

JONATH.    SWIFT. 

LETTER     LIII. 
To  Mr.    POPE    [z]. 

Dear  Sir,  yuly  20th,  1731. 

IW  R  I  T  you  a  long   letter  not   many   days 
ago,  which  therefore  did  not  arrive  until  after 
your  lad  that  I  received  yefterday,  v/ith  the  inclofed 
from  me  to  the  Qj—n.     You  hinted  fomething  of 
this  in  a  former   letter :  I  will    telJ  you    fmcercly 
how  the  affair  (lands.   I  never  was  at  Mrs.  BarUr's 
houfe  in  my  life,  except  once  that  I  chanced  to  pafs 
fay  her  fliop,  was  defired  to    walk  in,  and   went  no 
farther,  nor  ftaid  three  minutes.     Dr.  Delany  hath 
been  long    her    protector ;  and    he,    being  many 
years  my  acquaintance,  defired  my  gocxl  offices  for 
her,  and  brought  her    feveral    times  to  the  dcanry. 
I  knew  fhe  was  poetically  given,  and,  for  a  woman, 

£aj  Occalloned  by  the  preceding  counterfeit  letter. 
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b-had  a  fort  of  genius  that  way.  She  appeared  ver^ 
fnodell  and  pious,  and  I  believe  was  fincere,  and 
wiioUy  turned  to  poetry.  I  did  conceive  her  jour- 
ney to  England  was  on  the  fcore  of  her  trade,  being 
a  woollen-drapier,  until  Dr.  Delany  faid,  flie  had 
a  defign  of  printing  her  poems  by  fubfcription,  and 
defired  I  would  befriend  her :  which  I  did,  chiefly 
by  your  means  ;  the  doctor  ftil!  urging  me  on  :  up- 
on whofe  requeft  1  writ  to  her  two  or  three  times, 
'  becaufe  flie  thought  that  my  countenancing  of  her 
might  be  of  ufe.  Lord  Carteret  very  much  befriend- 
ed her,  and  {he  feenis  to  have  made  her  way  not 
ill.     As  for  thofe    three    letters  you  mention,  fup- 

pofed  all  to  be  written  by   mc  to   the  Q;^ n,  on 

Mrs.  Barber's  account,  efpecially   the  letter  which 
bears  my  name  :  1  can  only    fay,  that   the   appre- 
hcnfions  one  may  be  apt  to  have  of  a  friend  doing  a 
•.  foolifli  thing,  is  an  effe£l  of  kindnefs  :  and  God 
;  knows  who  is  free  from  playing  the  fool  fome  time 
'.or  other.     But  in  fuch  a  degree   as  to  write  to  the 
Q; — n,  who  hath  ufed  me  ill  v;ithout  any   caufe, 
.and  to  write  in   fuch  a    manner    as  the  letter  you 
lent  me,  and  infuch  a  ilyle,  and   to  have  fo  much 
1  zeal  for  one  aimoft  a  ftranger,  -and  to  make  fuch  a 
.  defcription  of  a  woman  as  to  prefer   her  before  all 
mankind,  and  to  inftance  it   as  one   bf  the  greateft 
grievances  oi  Ireland,  that  her  majefty  hath  not  en- 
couraged   Mrs.   Barber,     a  woollen-drapier's   v.'ife 
deoJined  in  the  world,  becanfe  fhe  hath   a  knack  at 
verfifying ;  was    to    fuppofe,  or    fear,    a    folly,  fo 
tranlcciident,  that  nc  man  teuld  be  guilty  of,  who 

■^  was 
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was  not  fit  for  5t'^/rtw.     You  know  the  letter  you 
fent  inclofed  is  not  my  hand  j  and  why  I  fhould  dif- 
guife,  and  yet  fign  my    name,  fhould    f.-em    unac- 
countable :  efpecially  when  I  am  taught,  and  have 
reafon  to  believe,  that    I  am    under  the  Q- — n's 
difpleafure  on  many  accounts,  and   one  very   late, 
for  having  fiXcd  up  a  ftone  over  the  burying  place  of 
the  duke  of  Schomberg^  in  my  cathedral  :  which, 
however,  I  was  afiurcd  by  a  worthy  perfon,  whofoli- 
cited  that  affair  laft  fummer  with  fonie  relations  of  the 
duke,  that  hermajcfty,  on  hearing  the  matter,    faid 
they  ought  to  eredl  a  monument.     Yet   I    am  told 
afTuredly,  that  the   K — g,  not    long  ago,  on   the 
reprefentation  and  complaint  of  the  Prujjiun  envoy 
(with  a  hard  name),  wiio  hath   married    a   grand- 
daughter of  the  duke,  faiJ   publicly  in  the  dr.nving- 
room,  That  I  had  put  up  that  ftone  out  of  malice, 
to  raifea  quarrel  between  his  m;ijcfty  and  the  King 
of  Prujjla  [rtj.     This  perhaps    may  be    falfc,  be- 
caufe  it  isabfurd  :  for  I  thought  it  was  a  vvhiggilh 
aclion  to  honour  duke  Schombcr^j  who  was    lo  in- 
iVrumental  in  the  Revolution,  and  was  ftadtholdcr 
oi  Prujjiay  and  otherwife  in  the  ferviceof  that  elect- 
orate, which  is  now  a  kingdom.     You  will  oblerve 
the  letter  you  fent  me  concluded,  "  Your  majelly's 
*'  loyal  fubjc(St ;"  wliich  is  abfolutely  abfurd  ;  for 
we  arc  only  fubjccts  to  the  king,  and   io  is  her  ma- 
jeity  herfclf.     1  have  had  the  happintfs  to  be  known 
to  30U  above  twenty  years  ;  and  1  appeal,  whether 

[a]  Sm  his  Epitaph,  Vol.  VII.  p.  314. 
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you  have  known  me  to  exceed  the  common  indifcre- 
tionsof  mankind  ;  or  that,  when  I  conceived  myfelf 
to  have  been  (o  very  ill  ufed  by  her  majefty,  whom  I 
never  attended  but  on  her  own  commands,  I  fiiould 
turn  folicitor  to  her  for  Mrs.  Barber  ?  If  the  Q_-  n 
had  not  an  inclination  to  think  ill  of  me,  fhe  knows 
me  too  well  to  believe  in  her  own  heart  that  1  fhould 
be  fuch  a  coxcomb.  I  am  puflied  on  by  that  unjuft 
fufpicion  to  give  up  fo  much  of  my  difcretion,  as  to 
write  next  poft  to  my  lady  Suffolk  on  this  occafion, 
and  to  defire  {he  will  fhew  whati  write  to  the  Qj— n, 
although  I  have  as  much  reafon  to  complain  of  her 
as  of  her  majefty,  upon  the  fcore  of  her  pride  and 
negligence,  which  make  her  fitter  to  be  an  Irijh  la-. 
dy  than  an  EngliJ})  one.  You  told  me  fhe  complain- 
ed that  I  did  not  write  to  her :  vi'hcn  I  did, 
upon  your  advice,  and  a  letter  that  required 
an  anfwer,  flie  wanted  the  civility  to  acquit  her- 
felf.  I  fhall  not  be  lefs  in  the  favour  of  God, 
or  the  efteem  of  my  friends,  for  cither  of  their  ma- 
jeftys  hard  thoughts,  which  they  only  take  up 
from  mifreprefentations.  The  firft  time  1  faw  the 
Q;— n,  I  took  occafion,  upon  the  fubjeft  of  Mr, 
Gay,  to  complain  of  that  very  treatment  which  in- 
nocent perfcns  often  receive  from  princes  and  great 
minlfteis,  that  they  too  eafily  receive  bad  impreffi- 
ons  ;  and,  although  they  are  demonftrably  con- 
vinced that  thofe  impreflions  had  no  grounds,  yet 
they  will  never  (hake  them  off.  This  I  faid  upon 
fir  Robert  Walpoles  treatment  of  Mr.  Gay  about  a 
libel,  and  the  Q;— n  fell  entirely  in  with  me,  yet 
4  now 
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now  falls  into  the  fame  error.     As  to  the  Utt    *     * 

*     «     *     *  [^]   of  accidents,  and   out   ofperfcdt 
commiferation,  ^c. 

LETTER    LIV. 

To  the  Countefs  of  S  U  F  F  O  L  K    [.]. 

Madam,  July  24th,  1731. 

IG  I  V  E  you  joy  of  your  new  title,  and  of  the 
confequenccs  it  may  have,  or  hath  had,  on 
your  rifing  at  court,  whereof  I  know  nothing  but 
by  common  fame  :  for  you  remember  how  I  pro- 
phcfied  of  your  behaviour,  when  you  fhould  come 
to  be  a  great  lady,  at  the  time  I  drew  your  charac- 
ter ;  and  hope  you  have  kept  it.  I  writ  to  you 
fome  time  ago,  by  the  advice  of  Mr.  Pope:  I  writ  to 
you  civilly  J  but  you  did  not  anfwcr  my  letter,  al- 
though you  were  not  then  a  countefs  ;  and  if  you 
were,  your  negle<St  was  fo  much  the  worfc.  For 
your  title  hath  not  increafed  your  value  with  me  ; 
and  your  condudl:  mud  be  very  good,  if  it  will  not 
lelTen  you.  Neither  fliould  you  have  heard  from 
me  now,  if  it  were  not  on  a  particular  occafiun. 
I  find,  from  fcveral  inftances,  that  I  am  under 
the  Qj-n's  difplcafure  ;  and,  as  it  is^  ufual  among 
princes,    without    any  manner   of  rcafon.      I   nm 

[b]  Here  tlie  paper  is  accidentally  torn.  There  ftem  to  b;  «.in*- 
Jng  eight  fm;ill  (|uarto  lines,  which  conclude  with  thol'v;  fcw_ words  on 
the  back  of  the  page  which  follow  the  ancrifks. 

[c]  Occafioned  by  the  counterfeit  letter  to  the  qurcn. 

told 
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told  there  were  three  letters  fent  to  her  majefty  \n 
relation  to  one  Mrs,  Barber^  who  is  now  in  London^ 
and  foliciting  for  a  fubfcription  to  her  poems.  It 
feems,  the  Qj-n  thinks  that  thefe  letters  were 
written  by  me  ;  and  I  fcorn  to  defend  myfelf,  even 
to  her  nnijefty,  grounding  my  fcorn  upon  the 
opinion  I  had  of  her  jufliice,  her  talle,  and  good 
fcnfc  ;  efpecially  when  the  laft  of  thofe  letters, 
whereof  1  have  juft  received  the  original  from  Mr. 
Pope^  V/2S  figned  with  my  name  :  and  why  I  fhould 
difiiuifc  my  hand,  which  you  know  very  well,  and 
vet  write  my  name,  is  both  ridiculous  and  unac- 
countable. Laft  poft,  I  writ  my  whole  fenjiments 
on  the  matter  to  Mr.  Pope  ;  who  tells  me,  that 
vou  and  he  vindicated  me  on  all  the  three  letters ; 
which,  indeed,  was  but  bare  juftice  in  you  both, 
for  he  is  my  old  friend,  and  you  are  in  my  debt  on 
account  of  the  efteem  I  had  for  you.  I  defire  you 
would  ailc  the  Q — n,  whether,  iince  the  time  I 
had  the  honour  to  be  known  to  her,  I  ever  did 
one  rin'>^lc  a^lion,  or  faid  one  fingle  word,  to  dif- 
oblige  her  ?  i  never  allied  her  for  any  thing  :  and 
you  well  know,  that,  when  I  had  an  intention  to 
go  to  France,  about  the  time  that  the  late  K — g 
died,  I  defircd  your  opinion  (not  as  you  were  a 
courtier)  u'hether  1  fliould  go  or  no  ;  and  that  you 
abfolutely  forbid  me,  as  a  thing  that  would  look 
diCiffe^cd,  and  for  other  reafons,  wherein  I  con- 
ic fs  1  was  your  dupe  as  well  as  fomebody's  elfe : 
and,   for  want   of  that  journey,    i    fell  iick,  and 

was 
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was  forced  to  return  hither  to  my  unenvied  home. 
I  hear  the  Q;— n  hath  blamed  me  for  putting  a 
ftonc,  with  a  Latin  infcription,  over  the  duke  of 
Schomhergs  burying- place  in  my  cathedral  ;  and 
that  the  K — g  faid  publicly,  I  had  done  it  in  malice, 
to  create  a  quarrel  between  him  and  the  kin'^  of 
PruJJia.  But  the  public  prints,  as  well  as  the 
thing  itfelf,  will  vindicate  me:  and  the  hand  the 
duke  had  in  the  Revolution  made  him  defcrve  the 
beft  monument.  Neither  could  the  king  of  Pruf- 
fia  juftly  take  it  ill,  who  muft  needs  have  heard  that 
the  duke  was  in  the  fervice  of  PruJJia^  and  fladt- 
holder  of  it,  as  I  have  fecn  in  his  titles.  The 
firft  time  I  faw  the  Qj— n,  I  talked  to  her  largely 
upon  the  conducl  of  princes  and  great  miniflers  (it 
was  on  a  particular  occafion) :  That,  when  they  re- 
ceive an  ill  account  of  any  pcrfon,  although  they 
afterwards  have  the  greatcft  demonftration  of  the 
falfchood,  yet,  will  they  never  be  reconciled  :  and, 
although  the  Q^n  fell  in  with  me  upon  the  hard- 
Ihip  of  fuch  a  proceeding,  yet  now  flic  treats  me 
exadly  in  the  fame  manner.  I  have  faults  enough, 
but  never  was  guilty  of  any  either  to  her  mnjefly 
or  to  you  :  and  as  little  to  the  K — g,  whom  I  never 
faw,  but  when  I  had  the  honour  to  kifs  his  hand, 
lam  fcnfible  that  I  owe  a  great  deal  uf  this  ufage  to 
fir  Robert  Walpolc  ;  whom  yet  I  never  offended, 
although  he  was  p'eafed  to  quarrel  with  me  very 
unjuftly  :  for  which  I  flicwed  not  the  Icaft  rcftnt- 
mcnt  (whatever  I  mi^ln  have  in  my  heart)  nor  was 
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ever  a  partaker  w\th  thofe  who  have  been  battlin? 
him    for  fome  years   paft    [d].       I  am  contented 
that  the    Qj-n  fhould    fee  this  letter  ;  and   would 
pleafe  to  connder  how  fevere  a  cenfure  it    is  to   be- 
lieve J  fliould  write  three  to  her,   only    to  find  fault 
with  her  miniftry,  and  recommend    Mrs.    Barber: 
whom  I  never  knew  until    jQje   was  recommended 
to  me  by  a  v/orthy   friend,  to   help  her   to  fubfcri- 
bers,  which  by  her  writings  I  thought  fhe  deferved. 
Her  majefty  gave  me  leave,  and    even   commanded 
me,  above  five  years  ago,  if  I  lived   until  (he  was 

Q: n,  to  write  to  her  on   behalf  of  Ireland:  for 

the  miferies  of  this  kingdom   (he   appeared   then  to 
be  much  concerned.     I  defired  the    friend  who  in- 
troduced me  to  be  a  witnefs  of  her   majefly's    pro- 
mife.     Yet  that  liberty  I   never   took,  although   I 
had  too  many  occafxons  ;  and   is  it  not  wonderful, 
that  I  (hould  be  fufpe£ced  of  writing  to  her  in  fuch 
a  ftyle,  in  fuch  a  counterfeit  hand,  and    my   name 
fubfcribed  upon  a  perfeil   trifle,  at   the  fame  time 
that  I  well  knew  myfelf  to  be  very  much  out  of  her 
majefly's  good  graces  ?   I  am,  perhaps,  not  fo  very 
much  awed  with  majefly  as  others,  having  known 
courts  more  or  lefs  from  my  early   youih.     And    I 
have  more  than  once  told  the  Qj-n,  that  I  did  not 
regard  her  ftation  halffo  much,  as  the  good   under- 
flanding  I  heard  and  found    to  be  in  her  :  neither 

[rfj  It  is  true,  there  are  but  two  or  three  paflages  in  Swift's  Works 
that  couid,  in  the  leaft,  offend  Sir  R.  W.  before  this  period  j  but 
inftantly  after,  even  in  this  very  year  173 1,  he  attacks  him  witi» 
agoodde.'.!  offcverityj.     See  his  Poemt, 

did 
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did  I  ever  once  fee  the  late  K — g,  althout^h  her 
majefty  was  pleafed  to  chide  me  on  that  account, 
for  my  fingularity.  In  this  I  am  a  good  whig,  by 
thinking  it  fufficient  to  be  a  dutiful  rubje£t,  with- 
out any  perfonal  regard  for  princes,  further  than 
as  their  virtues  deferve  ;  and,  upon  that  fcorc, 
had  a  nioft  particular  refpecSl  for  the  Q; — n,  your 
miftrcfs.  One  who  alks  nothing  may  talk  with 
freedom  ;  and  that  is  my  cafe.  I  have  not  faid 
half  that  was  in  my  heart,  but  I  will  have  done: 
And,  remembering  that  you  are  a  countefs,  will 
borrow  fo  much  ceremony,  as  to  remain,  with 
great  refpedl. 

Madam, 

Your  ladyfliip's 

moft  obedient  and 

moft  humble  fervant. 

LETTER     LV. 
To  Lady   BETTY   G  E  R  M  A  I  N  E. 

January,   1732-}. 

Madam, 

ALTHOUGH  I  have  but  jufl  received 
the  honour  of  your  laJyfhip's  letter,  ycr,  as 
things  ftand,  I  am  determined,  againft  my  ufual 
practice,  to  give   you  no  rcfpite,  but  to  anfwcr  it 

immeJiatcly  i 
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immediately  ;  becaufe  you  have  provoked  me  with 
your  lady  Suffolk,      It  is  fix  years  laft  fpring  fmce  I 
firft  vi^ent  to  vifit  my  friends  in  England,  after  the 
Queen's  death.     Her    prefent  majefty  heard  of   my 
arrival,  and  fent  at  leaft   nine  times  to   command 
my  attendance  before  I  would  obey  her,  for  feveral 
reafons  not  hard  to  guefs  ;  and,  among  others,  be* 
caufe  I  had  heard  her  character  from  thofe  who  knew 
her  well.     At  laft  I  went,  and  flie  received  me  very 
gracioufly.     I  told  her  the  firfl:  time,  that  I  was  in- 
formed (he  loved  to  fee  odd  perfons  ;  and  that,  hav- 
ing fent  for  a  wild  boy  from   Germany,  flie   had  a 
curiofity  to  fee  a  wild  Dean  from   Ireland.     I    was 
not  much  ftruck  with  the  honour  of  beino-  fent  for, 
becaufe  I  knew  the  fame  diftindion  had  been  offered 
toothers,  with  whom  it  would  not  give  me  much 
pride  to  be  compared.     I    never  went  once  but  up- 
on command  ;  and   Mrs.  Howard,  now  lady    Suf-' 
folk,  was  ufually  the  perfon  who  fent  for  me,  both 
zx.  Leicejier-houfe  7L\\A    Richmond.     Mr.   Pope  (with 
whom  I  lived)  and  Mr.  Gay,  were  then    great  fa- 
vourites of  Mrs.  Hoivard,  efpecially  the  latter,  who 
was  then  one  of  her  led-captains.     He  had  wrote  a 
very  ingenious  book  of  Fables,  for  the   ufe  of  her 
younger  fon,  and   fhe  often    prom i fed    to  provide 
for  him.     But,   fome  time  before,  there  came  out  a 
libel  againft    Mr.  IValpole,  who  was   informed   it 
was  written  by  Mr.  Gay;  and,  although  Mr.  IVal- 
pole ov/ned  he  was  convinced  that  it  was  not  written  - 
by  Gay,    yet    he  never,  would  pardon    him,    but 
did  him  a  hundred  ill  offices  to  the  princefs.     Wal- 
■  2  pole 
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pde  was  at  that  time  very  civil  to  me,  and  fo  were  all 
the  people  in  power.     He  invited  me  and   fomc  of 
my  friends  to  dine  with  him  at  Chelfea.     After  din- 
ner, I  took  an  occafion  to  fay,  what  I  had  obierved 
of  princes  and  great  miniftcrs,  that,  if  they  heard 
an  ill  thing  of  a  private  perfon,  v^ho  expected  fomc 
favour,  although    they  were  afterwards    cor.vinced 
that  the  perfon  was    innocent,  yet  they  would  ne- 
-ver  be  reconciled.     Mr.  JFalpoh  knew  well  enou^'h 
that  I  meant  Mr.  Gay.     I  afterwards  faid   the   fame 
thing  to  the  princefs,  with  the  fame  intention,  and 
{he  confefled  it  a  great  injuftice.     But  Mr.  jri;lpoU 
gave  it  another   turn  :  for  he  faid    to  fome  of  his 
friends,  and  particularly  to  a  lord  a  near  relation  of 
yours,  that  I    had  dined   with    him,  and  had  been 
making  apologies  for  myfelf:  it  feems,  for  my  con- 
duct in  her  late  majefty's  reign,  in   which  no  man 
was  more  innocent ;  and  particularly  more  offici- 
cious  to    do   good  offices  to   many    of  that  partv, 
which  was  then  out  of  power,  as  it  is  well  known. 
Mrs.  Hoivar/J  v:a^  then  in  great  favour,  and  openly 
protected  Mr.    Gay-y  at  Icaft,   flie   faw   him  often, 
and  profefled  herfelf  his  friend  :   but    Mr.    U'tilpoU 
could  hardly  be  perfuadcd  to  let  him  hold  a  poor  lit- 
tle office  for  a  fecond  year,  of  commiffioner  to  a  lot- 
tery.     When  I  took  my  leave  of  her  highncfs,  on 
coming  hither,  flie   was   very  gracious  ;  told    ujr 
the  medals  flie  had  promifed  me  were  not  ready,  but 
flie  would  fend  them  to  me.   However,  by  her  com- 
mands, I  fcnt  her  fome    plaids  for  herfcIf  and  the 
princelU's,  and  was  too  gallant  to  hear  o\  r.nv  oftcrs 

of 
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of  payment.  Next  fpring,  I  came  again  to  England^ 
was  received  the  fame  way  ;  and,  as    1   had  many 
hints  given   me    that   the  court  at  Le'icejler-Fields 
would  endeavour  to  fettle    me  in  Eyigland   (which  I 
did  not  much  regard)  the  late  king  died.     I    went, 
by  Mrs.    Howard's  commands,  to   kifs  their  new 
majellies  hands,  and  was  particularly  diftinguiflied 
by  the  Q;— n.     In  a  few  weeks,  the  Q^n  faid  to 
Mrs.  Howard^   (alluding  to  one  of   Mr.  Gays  Fa- 
bles) that  (he  would  take  up  the    Hare  ;  and    bade 
her  to  put  her  in  mind,  in   fettling    the  family,  to 
find  feme  employment  for    Mr.  Gay  :  But,  in  the 
event,  it  proved  only  an  ofFer  to   be  a   gentleman- 
uiher    to   a     girl    of    two    years    old,     which   all 
his    friends    (and    I  among    the    rell)    advifed  him 
not  to  accept  ;  and    accordingly  he  excufed  him- 
ielf  with    the   utmoft  rcfped.     This  1  and   every 
body  elfe  were  fure  muft  have   been  a  management 
of  Mr.  IValpole.     As  to  myfelf,  in  a  few  weeks  af- 
ter the  king's  death,  I  found  mylelf  not  well,  and 
was  refolvcd  to  take  a  ftep  to  Farts  for  mv    health, 
having  an  opportunity  of  doing  it  with  foine  advan- 
tages and  recommendations.     But  my  friends  advi- 
fed me  fird  to  confult  Mrs.  Howard \  becaufe,  as 
they  knew  lefs  of  courts  than  J,  they  were  ftrongly 
poffefled  that  the  promife  made  me  might  fucceed, 
ilnce  a  change  was  all  I  defued.     I  writ   to  her  for 
her  opinion  ;  and  particularly  conjured  her,  fmce  I 
hiid  long  done  with  courts,  not  to   ufe  me   like  a 
courtier,  but  give  me    her    ftncere  advice  ;  which 
file  did,  both  in  a  letter  and    to  fome    -riends.     It 

was 
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Was  by  all  means  not  to  go  :  it  wouJJ  lok  fin[^ular, 
and  perhaps  difafFeded  ;  and,  to  my  friends,  en- 
larged upon  the  good  intentions  of  the  court  towards 
me.  1  rtaid  j  my  health  grew  worfe :  I  left  Mr. 
Pope's  houfe  ;  went  to  a  private  lodging  nc.ir  Ham- 
merfmith  :  and,  continuing  ill,  I  writ  to  Mrs. //j«/- 
ard,  with  my  duty  to  the  Q.— n,  took  coach  for 
Chejier,  recovered  in  my  journey,  and  came  over 
hither  :  where,  although  I  have  ever  fince  lived  in 
obfcurity,  yet  I  have  the  misfortune,  without  any 
grounds  except  mifinformation,  to  lie  under  her 
majefty's  difpleafure,  as  I  have  been  afTured  by 
more  than  two  honourable  perfons  of  both  foxes ; 
and  Mr.  Gay  is  in  the  fame  condition.  For  thefc 
reafons,  as  I  did  always,  fo  I  do  Hill  think  Mrs. 
Houjardy  now  my  lady  Suffolk^  to  be  an  abfolute 
courtier.  Let  her  fhew  you  the  chara»fler  I  writ  of 
her  [f  j,  and  whereof  no  one  elfe  hath  a  copy  ;  and 
I  take  Mr.  Pope  and  Mr.  Gay^  who  judge  more  h' 
vourably,  to  be  a  couple  of  fimplctons.  In  my  an- 
fwer  to  the  laft  letter  which  my  lady  Suffolk  honour- 
ed me  with,  I  did,  witM  great  civility,  difcharge 
her  from  ever  sivins  hcrfeU  another  trouble  of  that 
kind.  1  have  a  great  eftecm  for  her  good  fcnfc  and 
tafte.  She  would  be  an  ornament  to  any  court : 
and  I  do  not  in  the  leall  pity  her  for  not  being  a 
female  minirter,  which  I  never  looked  on  as  an  ad- 
vantageous characSler  to  a  great  and  wife  lady  ;  of 
which  I  could  eafily  produce  inftanccs.     Mr.  Pipt^ 

[<]    Sec   above,  p.  4. 
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befide  his  natural  and  acquired  talents,  is  a  gentler 
man  of  very  extraordinary   candour;  and   is,  con- 
fequently,  apt  to  be  too  great  a  believer  of  afiuran- 
ces,    promifes,    profeilions,    encouragements,  and 
the  like  words  of  courfe.     Ke    afks  nothing  ;    and 
thinks,    like  a  philofopher,  that  he  wants  nothing. 
Mr.  Ga-j  is,  in  all  regards,  as  honefi:  and    fincere  a 
man  as  ever  I  knew  j  whereof  neither  princes   nor 
minifters  are  either  able  to  judge  or  inclined  to  en- 
courage ;  which,   however,  I  do   not  take  for  fo 
high  a  reach  of  politicks  as   they   ufually    fuppofe. 
For  however  infignificant  wit,  learning,  and  virtue, 
may  be  thought  in  the  world,  it   perhaps    would  do 
government  no  hurt  to  have  a  little  of  them  on  it's 
fide.     If  you  have  gone  thus  far    in   reading,  you 
are  not  fo  wife  as  I  thought  you  to  be.     But  I  will 
never  offend  again  with  fo  much    length.     I   write 
only  to juftify  myfelf.     I    know  you  have  been  al- 
ways a  zealous   Whig,  and   fo  am   I  to  this  day  : 
But  Nature  hath  not  given  you  leave  to  be  virulent. 
As  to  myfelf,  I   am  of  the  old    Whig   principles, 
without  the  modern  articled  and  refinements. 

Your  ladyfliip  fays  not  one  fy liable,  to  inform 
me  whether  you  approve  of  what  1  fent  you  to  be 
written  on  the  monument,  nor  whether  you  would 
have  it  in  Latin  or  EngliJJj.     1    am  ever,  with  true 

refpeft  and  high  cfteem. 

Madam, 

Your  ladyfhip's,   ^c. 

The 
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The  friend  1  named,  who  I  was  afraid  would 
die,  is  recovered  j  and  his  preferment  is  by 
turns  in  the  Crown  and  the  Primate  ;  but  the 
next  vacancy  will  not  be  in  the  Crown's  dif- 
pofal. 

LETTER     LVI. 

To  the  BISHOP  of  C  L  O  G  H  E  R  [/]. 
My  Lord,  July,    1733. 

IH  A  V  E   been  often    told,   by     Ibmc  of  our 
common  acquaintance,   that   you  have  fome- 
times  exprefled  your  wonder  that  I  never  waited  on 
you  for  feme  years  paft,    as  I  ufed  to  do  for  many 
years  before  ;  and  that  you  could  not  guefs  the  rca- 
fon,  becaufe,  to  your  knowledge,    you  never  once 
difobljo-ed  me.     As  nothing;  is  more   common  than 
dropping  acquaintance  by  the  ufuid  occurrences  of 
life,  without  any  f^ult  on  either  fide,  I    never  in- 
tended to   fay  or  think  any   thing  of  the  matter, 
until  a  late  proceeding  of  yours,  which  no  way  re- 
lates to  me,  put  me  uj^on  a  dcfire  of  finding  mat-r- 
ter  to  juftify  you  to  your  friends  here,  as  well  as 
to    myfelfj,    becaufe  1   always   wifhed   you   well, 
and    becauic    I    have   been   more   than    once  in- 
ftrumental   to  your    fcrvicc.     When   I  firft   came 
acquainted  with  you,  wo  were  both  private  ckr^iy- 
men    in    a    neighbourhood :  you  were  afterwards 
chancellor  of  St.  PatricKS  ;   then  was  chofcn  dean, 

[/]  Dr.  Jtln  Sicirne^ 
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in  which  election  I  was  the  moft  bufy  of  all  your 
folicitors.     When   the  compromife   was  made  be- 
tween the  government  and  you,  to  make  you  eafy, 
and  Dr.  Synge  chancellor,  you   abfolutely  and  fre- 
quently  promifed  to  give  me    the    curacy  of  St. 
Nicholas  Without :  but  you  thought  fit,  by  concert 
with  the  archbifhop,  to    hold   it   yourfelf,  and  ap- 
ply the  revenue   to   build  another  church  ;  againft 
which  it  became  me  to  fay  nothing,   being  a  party 
concerned   and  injured,    although   it  was  generally 
thought  by  others,  as    well  as  myfelf,  that   it  was 
an  ill  and  dangerous   precedent   to  build   a  church 
with   the  revenue  of  the   minifter.      I   defire  no 
thanks  for  being  inftrumental  in  your  next  promo- 
tion ;  becaufe,  as   things  then    flood,  1  confultcd 
my  own  advantage.     However,    upon  the  queen's 
death,  when  I  had  done  for  ever  with  courts,  I  re- 
turned to  refide  at  my  port,   yet  with  fome  kind  of 
hopes  of  getting  fome  credit  with  youj  very  unwife- 
ly  :  becaufe,  upon  the  affair  of  St.  Nicholas ^  I  had 
told  you  frankly,  that  I  would  always  refpedl  you, 
but  never  hope  for  the  leaft   friendfliip  from  you. 
But,  trying  to  forget  all  former  treatment,  I  came 
like  others  to  your  houfe  ;  and,  fmce  you  were  a 
bifliop,  have  once  or  twice   recommended   perfons 
to  you,  who  were  no  relations  or  friends  of  mine, 
T)ut  merely  for  their  general  good  character  :  which 
availed  fo   little,  that  thofe    very   perfons  had   the 
greateft  fhare  of  your  negle£l.     I  then   gave  over 
all  thoughts  of  being  inftrumental  to  place   merit 
3  and 
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and  virtue  under  your  protcclion  by  my  recommen- 
dations ;  and,  as  I  was  ever  avcrib  from   mingling 
with  multitudes  andflrangcrs,  J  forbore  by  degrees 
to  be  a  partaker  of  your  hofpitality,  rather  than  pur- 
chafe  a  {hare  of  it  at  fo  dear  a   rate.     Tiiis  is  the 
hiftory  of  my  condu<Sl  with  regard  to  your  lordfliip  : 
and  it  is  now  a  great  comfort  to   me,  that   I   adlcd 
in  this   manner.     For    otherwife,  when    thofc  two 
abominable  bills,  for  cnfiaving  and    beggaring   the 
clergy  (which   took  their   birth   from   Hell)    were 
upon    the  anvil,  if  I    had   found    your    lordfhip's 
name  among  the  bifhops   who    would  have  turned 
them  into  a  law,  1  mij^ht  have  been  apt  todifcovcr 
fuch   marks   of   indignation,    horror,  and    defpair, 
both  in  words  and  deportment,  as   would   have  ill 
become  me  to  a  pcrfon  of  your  flation.  For,  I  call 
God  to  witnefs,  that  I  did  then,  and  do  now,  and 
(hall  for  ever,    firmly    believe,  that  every    binu>p, 
who  gave  his   vote  for  either  of  thefe  bills,  did   it 
with  no  other  view     (bating    further   promotion) 
than  a  premeditated  defign,  from  the  fpirit  of  ambiti- 
on and  love  of  arbitrary  power,  to  make  the  whole 
body  of  the  clergy  their  flaves  and  vaflais,  until  the 
day  of  Judgement,   under    the  load  of  poverty  and 
contempt.     I   have   no   room  for  more    charitable 
thouirhts,  except  for  thofe  who  will   anfvvcr    now, 
as  they  muft  at  that  dreadful  day,  that   what   they 
did  was  out  of  pcrfe(St   ignorance,  want  of  confi- 
deration,  hope  of  future  promotion    (an  argumelft 
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not  to  be  conquered),  or  the  perfuafion  of  cun- 
ninger  brethren  than  themfelves ;  v/hen  I  faw  a 
bifliop,  whom  1  had  known  fo  many  years,  fall  in- 
to the  fame  y«(2r^,  which  word  I  ufe  in  partiality  to 
jour  lordfliip.  Upon  this  open  avowed  attempt, 
in  ahnoft  the  whole  bench,  to  dedroy  the  church, 
I  refblved  to  haveiio  more  commerce  wiih  perfons 
offuch  prodigious  grandeur,  who,  I  feared,  in  a 
little  time,  would  expect  me  to  kifs  their  flipper. 
It  is  happy  for  me  that  I  know  the  perfons  of  very 
few  bifiiops,  and  it  is  my  conflant  rule  never  to 
look  into  a  coach  ;  by  which  I  avoid  the  terror  that 
fuch  a  fight  would  flrikc  me  with. 

In  the  beginning  of  my  letter,  I  told  your  lord- 
fhip  of  a  defire  to  know  the  particulars  of  a  late 
proceeding,  which  is  in  the  mouths  of  many  a- 
mong  your  acquaintance ;  from  fome  of  whom  I 
received  the  following  account.  That  you  have 
the  great  tithes  of  two  livings  in  your  diocefe, 
■which  were  let  to  fome  fanatic  knight,  whofe  name 
I  fo.'-get.  It  feems  you  felt  the  beginning  of  a  good 
motion  in  yourfelf,  which  was  to  give  up  thofe 
tithes  to  the  two  incumbents  (the  fanatick's  leafe 
being  near  out),  either  for  a  very  fmall  referved 
rent,  or  entirely,  provided  you  could  do  (o  with- 
out lelTening  the  revenue  of  the  fee.  And  the  con- 
dition was,  that  your  tenants  among  them  flaould 
i',^fe  the  rents  150  /.  which  was  what  the  fanatick 
paid  you  for  both  the  faid  pariflies.  It  is  affirmed, 
that  fir  Ra/ph  Gorcj  cneof  your  tenants,  much  ap- 
proving 
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proving  fo    generous  a    propofal,  engaged  to  pre- 
vail on  the  tenants    to  agree,  and  oifi-ted   a  large 
advancement  of  his   own    part.     The  mjtter  was 
thus  fixed,  when  fuddenly  you  changed  your  mind, 
and  renewed  the  leafe  to  the  fame  fanaticlc  for  300/. 
fine.     The  reafons    of  this  Angular  adion  are  faid 
to    be  two  :   the  firft  is,  That  you  declared   you 
wanted    power  to   refifl:  the  temptation  of  fuch  a 
fine  ;  the  other.  That  you  were   dilTuaded  from  it 
by  fome  of  your  brethren,  as  an  example  very  dan- 
gerous, and  of  ill  confcquencc,  if  it  fliould  be  fol- 
lowed by  others.     This  laft  I   do  not  in  the  leaft 
wonder   at,    becaufe    fuch  advice   is    of  the  fame 
leaven  with  the  two  enflaving  and    beggaring  bills. 
I    profeis  to  your  lordfhip,  that  I  have  no  other 
motive  in    defiring  to  be  fatisfied  upon  this  point, 
than  a  refolution  to  juftify  you  to  the  world,  as  far 
as  the  truth  will  give  me  power.     I  am,  i!fc. 

LETTER     LVIL 
To  the   Duke  of  D  O  R  S  E  T. 

My  Lord,  7^^"-  »733-4- 

IT  hath  been  my  great  misfortune,  that,  fmce 
your  grace's  return  to  this  kingdom,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  attend  you,  as  my  duty  and  grati- 
tude for  your  favours,  as  well  as  the  honour  of  hav- 
ing been  fp.  many  years  known  to  you,  obliged  me 
to  do.  I  have  been  purfued  by  f.vo  old  difordcrs, 
a  giddinefs  and  deafaefs,  which  ufcd  to  leave  me  in 

P  4  three 
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three  or  four  weeks,  but  now  have  continued  four 
months.  Thus  I  am  put  under  a  neceffity  to  write 
what  I  would  rather  have  chofen  to  fay  in  your 
grace's  prefence. 

On  Monday  laft  week,  towards  evening,  there 
came  to  the  deanry  one  Mr.  Bettefworth ;  who, 
being  told  by  the  fervants  that  I  was  gone  to  a 
friend's  houfe,  went  thither  to  enquire  for  me,  and 
was  admitted  into  the  ftreet-parlour.  I  left  my 
company  in  the  back  room,  and  went  to  him.  He 
began  with  afking  me,  whether  I  were  author  of 
certain  verfes,  wherein  he  was  reflecSled  on  [^]  ? 
The  fingularity  of  the  man,  in  his  countenance, 
manner,  a6lion,  ftyle,  and  tone  of  voice,  made 
me  call  to  mind  that  I  had  once  feen  him,  about 
two  or  three  years  ago,  at  Mr.  Ludlow's  country- 
houfe.  But  I  could  not  recollecl  his  name,  and  of 
what  calling  he  might  be  I  had  never  heard.  I  there- 
fore defired  to  know  who,  and  what  he  was  j  faid 
I  had  heard  of  fome  fuch  verfes,  but  knew  no 
more.  He  then  fignified  to  me  that  he  was  a  fer- 
jeant  at  law,  and  a  member  of  parliament.  After 
vvhich,  he  repeated  the  lines  that  concerned  him 
with  great  cmphafis  ;  faid,  I  was  miftaken  in  one 
thing,  for  he  affured  me  he  was  no  booby,  but 
owned  himfelf  to  be  a  coxcomb.  However,  that 
being  a  point  of  controverfy  wherein  I  had  no  con- 

\g\  Sec  thefe  verfes.  Vol.  VII.  p.  207.  See  alfo  the  Rtfohtlon  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  St.  Patrick's,  with  the  Deans  yinfiver,  in  the  Life  of 
Dr.  Sivift,   prefixed  to  Vol.  I. 

cern, 
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cern,  I  let  it  drop.     As  to  the  verfes,  he  infiftcd, 
that,  by  his  tafte,  and  fkill  in  poetry,  he  was  as  furc 
I  writ  them  as  if  he  had  feen  them  fall  from  my  pen. 
But  I  found  the  chief  weight  of  his  argument  lay  up- 
on two  words  that  rhymed  to  his   name,  which  he 
knew  could  come  from  none    but   me.     He   then 
told  me.  That,  Hnce  I  would  not  own  the  verfcs 
and  that  fince  he  could  not  get   fatisfadion   by  any 
courfe  of  law,  he   would  get  it    by    his  pen,  and 
ihew  the  world  what  a  man  I  was.     When  lie   be- 
gan to   grow  over-warm  and   eloquent,  I  called  in 
the  gentleman  of  the  houfe,  from  the  room    adjoin- 
ing ;  and  the  fcrjeant,  going  on  with  lefs  turbulence, 
went  away.     He  had  a  footman  in   the  hall  durin** 
all  his  talk;  who  was  to  have  opened    the  door  for 
one  or  more  fellows,  as  he  hath  fmce  reported  :  and, 
likewife,   that  he  had  a  fliarp  knife   in    his  pocket, 
ready  to  ftab  or  maim  me.   But  the  maftcr  and  mif- 
trefs  of  the  houfe,  who    knew  his   character,  and 
could  hear  every  word   from   the   room   they  were 
in,   had  prepared  a  fufficient  defence  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
as  they  afterwards  told  me.     He  hath  fmce  related 
to  five  hundred  pcrfons    of  all    ranks,  above    five 
hundred  falfehoods  of  this  convcrfation,  of  my  fears 
and   his  own  brutalities,  againfl:  all   probability   as 
well  as  fadl  ;  and  Tome  of  them,  as  1  have  been  af- 
fured,  even    in   the   prefcnce  of  your  grace.     His 
meanino-s  and  his  movements  were    indeed    peevifli 
enough,  but  his  words  were  not.  He  threatened  nic 
vvith  nothing  but  his  pen,  yet  owred  he  had  no  pre- 
tence 
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fence  to  wit.  And  Indeed  T  am  heartily  glad,  for 
his  own  fake,  that  he  proceeded  no.  further  ;  for, 
the  lead  uproar  would  have  called  his  neareft  neigh- 
bours [/;]  firft  to  my  afliftance,  and  next,  to  the 
manifeft  danger  of  his  lite.  And  I  v/ould  not  wil- 
lingly have  even  a  dog  killed  upon  my  account. 
Ever  fince  he  hath  amufed  himfelf  with  declaring, 
in  all  companies,  efj^ecially  before  bifliops,  and 
lords,  and  members  of  parliament,  his  refolutions 
for  vengeance,  and  the  feveral  manners  by  which 
he  will  put  it  in  execution. 

It  is  only  to  the  advice  of  fome  judicious  friends 
that  your  grace  owes  the  trouble  of  this  letter. 
For,  though  I  may  be  difpirited  enough  by  ficknefs 
and  years,  yet  I  have  little  reafon  to  apprehend 
any  danger  from  that  man  :  and  thofe  who  fecm  to 
have  moft  regard  for  my  fafety,  are  no  more  ap- 
prehenfive  than  myfelf,  efpecially  fuch  as  beft 
know  his  chara£ter.  For  his  very  enemies,  and 
even  his  ridiculers,  who  are,  of  the  two,  by  far 
the  greater  nnmber,  allow  him  to  be  a  peaceable 
man  in  all  things,  except  his  words,  his  rhetorical 
actions,  his  looks,  and  his  hatred  to  the  clergy  j 
^hich  however  are  all  known,  by  abundance  of 
Experience,  to  be  perfe(5lly  harmlefs ;  and  parti- 
cularly as  to  the  clergy.  I  do  not  doubt,  but,  if 
he  will   be   fo   ^ood  as    to  continue  fledfaft  in  his 


& 


[16]  Dr.  Szvif:  was  then  at  the  Rev.  Mr.  WorraVs  houfe,  which 
kijpc.::i;d  to  be  within  three  or  four  doors  of  Mr.  Bctuj worth's. 

principles 
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principles  and  practice?,  he  may  at  proper  junc- 
tures contribute  very  much  to  the  honour  and  in- 
terefts  of  that  reverend  body,  as  well  as  employ 
and  itnprove  the  wit  of  many  young  gentlemen  in 
the  city,  the  univerfity,  and  the  rcll  of  the  king- 
dom. 

What  I  have  faid  to  your  grace  is  only  meant 
as  a  poor  endeavour  to  preferve  inyltif  in  your  good 
opinion,  and  in  the  continuance  of  your  favour. 
I  am,  with  thehigheft  rcfpecl,  iffc. 

LETTER    LVIir. 
To  Mifs  H  O  A  D  L  E  Y   [/J. 

Madam,  June  4th,    1734. 

WHEN"!  lived  in  England^  once  every 
year  1  ilTued  out  an  eJidt,  commanding 
that  all  ladies  of  wit,  fenfe,  merit,  and  quality, 
who  had  an  ambition  to  be  acquainted  with  mc, 
Ihould  make  the  firft  advances  at  their  peril ;  which 
edid,  you  may  believe,  was  univerfally  obeyed. 
When  (much  againft  my  will)  I  came  to  live  ia 
this  kingdom,  I  publifhed  the  fame  cdi(5t ;  only,  the 
harveft  there  being  not  altogether  fo  plentiful,  I 
confined  myfclf  to  a  fmaller  compafs.  This  made 
rne  often  wonder  how  you  came  fo  long  to  ncglcd 
your  dutyi  for,  if  you  pretend  ignorance,  I  may 
produce  legal  witneflcs  againft  you. 

[;]  Daughter  of  Dr.  John  Uoadl^,  archbiflu.p  of  !>»«'>. 

T  have 
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I  have  heard  of  a  judge  bribed   with  a  pig,  but  it 
was  difcovered  by   the  fqueaking  ;  and,    therefore, 
you  have  been  fo  politic  as  to  fend  me  a  dead  one, 
which  can  tell    no  tales.     Your  prefent  of  butter 
was  made  with  the  fame  defign,  as  a  known  court- 
practice,  to  greafe  my  fift  that  I  might  keep  filence. 
Thefe  are  great  offences,  contrived  on   purpofe  to 
corrupt  my  integrity.     And  befides  I  apprehend, 
that,  if  I  fhould  wait  on  you  to  return  my  thanks, 
you  will  deny  that  the  pig  and  butter  were  any  ad- 
vances at  all   on  your    fide,  and  give    out   that   I 
made  them    firft  ;  by    which  I    may  endanger  the 
fundamental    privilege    that  I   have  kept  fo  many 
years  in  two  kingdoms,  at  leaft  make  it  a  point  of 
controverfy.     However,  I    have   two  ways   to  be 
revenged  :  firft,  I  will  let   all  the  ladies  of  my  ac- 
quaintance know,  that  you,  the  fole  daughter  and 
child  of  his  grace  of  Dublin,  are  fo  mean  as  to  de- 
fcend    to    underftand    houfewifery,     which    every 
girl  of  this  town,  who  can  afford  fixpence  a  month 
for  a  chair,  would  fcorn  to   be  thought   to  have  the 
leaft  knowledge  in:  and   this   will  give  you  as  ill  a 
reputation,  as  if  you  had  been  caught  in  the  fa6l 
of  reading  a  hiftory,  or  handling  a  needle,  or  walk- 
ing in  a  field  at  Tailough.  My  other  revenge  fhall  be 
this  :  When  my  lord's  gentleman  delivered  his  mef- 
fage,  after  I  put  him  fome   queftions,  he  drew  out 
a  paper  containing    your  diredlions,  and    in  your 
hand  :  I  faid    it   properly   belonged    to  me ;  and, 
when  I  had  read  it,  I  put  it  in  my  pocket,  and  am 

ready 
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ready  to  fwear,  when  lawfully  calleJ,  that  it  is 
written  in  a  fair  hand,  rightly  fpelt,  and  good  pUin 
fenfe.  You  now  may  fee  I  have  you  at  mercy ; 
for,  upon  the  leaft  offence  given,  I  will  (hew  the 
paper  to  every  female  fcrawler  I  meet,  who  will 
foon  fpread  about  the  town,  that  your  writing  and 
fpelling  are  ungenteel  and  unfafhionable,  more  Uk.c 
aparfon  than  a  lady. 

I  fuppofe  by  this  time,  you  are  willing  tofubmit ; 
and  therefore,  I  defire  you  may  ftint  me  to  two  Chi- 
na-bowls of  butter  a  week  ;  for  my  breakfaft  is 
that  of  a  fickly  man,  rice-gruel ;  and  1  am  wholly  a 
ftranger  to  tea  and  coflee,  the  companions  of  bread 
and  butter.  I  received  my  third  bowl  laft  night, 
and  I  think  my  fecond  is  almoft  entire.  I  hope  and 
believe  my  lord  archbifhop  will  teach  his  neigh- 
bouring tenants  and  farmers  a  little  Engl'ijh  country 
management  :  and  I  lay  it  upon  you,  Madam,  to 
bring  houfewifery  in  fafhion  among  our  ladies  ; 
that,  by  yOur  example,  they  may  no  longer  pride 
themfelves  on  their  natural  or  afFcdlcd  it^norancc.  I 
am,  with  the  trueft  refpeft  and  cftecm, 

Madam, 

Your  moft  obedient 

and  obliged,  ^c. 

I  defire  to  prcfcnt  my  mcft,  ^c.  to  his  gricc  and 
the  ladi«s. 

LET- 
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LETTER    LIX. 
To   the    Duke   of  C  H  A  N  D  O  I S. 

My  Lord,  Jug.  31,  1734, 

ALTHOUGH  I  have  long  had  the  honour 
to  be  an   old  humble  fervant  to  your  grace, 
yet  I  do  not  remember   to  have  ever  written  you  a 
letter,  at  leaft  fince  her  majefty's  death.     For  this 
reafon,  your  grace  will   reafonably  wonder  to  find 
a  man  wholly  forgotten  begin  a  commerce  by  mak- 
ing a  requeft.     For   which  I  can    offer  no  other 
excufe,  than    that  frequent  application  to  me,  by 
many  worthy  and  learned  perfons  of  this  city  and 
kingdom  j   who,  having  heard   that  I  was  not  un- 
known to  you,  feldom  failed   any  opportunity  of 
preffing  me  to  folicit  your  grace,  of  whofe  gene- 
rous nature  fame  has  well  informed  them,  to  make 
a  prefent  of  thofe  antient  records,  in  paper  or  parch- 
ment, which   relate  to  this   kingdom,    that  were 
formerly  collected,  as  we  have   heard,    by  the  late 
earl  of  Clarendon^  during    his    government  here, 
and  are  now  in  your  grace's  pofleflion.     They  can 
be   of  no  ufe  in  England,  and   the  fight  of  them 
will  be  of  little  value  to  foreign  virtuofi  ;  and  they 
naturally  belong  to   this   poor  kingdom.     1  could 
wifli  they  were  of  great  intrinfic  value,  fo  as  to  be 
fold  on   the   Exchange   for   icoo/.    becaufe   you 

would 
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would  then  part  with  them  at  the  iirit  hint,  merely 
to   gratify  your    darling  paflion  of  gencrofity  and 
munificence  :  and  yet,  Unce  they  are  only  valuable 
in  the  place  of  their  birth,  like  the  reft  of  our  na- 
tives, I  hope  you  will  be  prevailed  on  to  part  with 
them,  at  the  humble  requeft  of  many  vcrv  dcferv- 
ing  perfons  in    this  city  and  univerfuy.     in  return 
for  which  bounty,  the  memory  of  it   fliail  be  prc- 
ferved  in  that  honourable  manner,  which   fo  gene- 
rous a  patron  of  learning  as  your  grace  will  certain- 
ly be  pleafed  with.     And,  at  their  rcquefl  alone,  I 
defire  your  compliance,  without  the  leaft  mention 
of  myfelf  as  any  way  inftrumental. 

I  intreat  your  grace's  pardon  for  this  interruption; 
and  remain,  with  the  greateft  refpc^t, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  ifc. 

LETTER     LX. 

To    the  duke  of    DORSET. 

My  Lord,  7'^"-  '4>  >7-U-5- 

I  A  M  aflured,  that  your  grace  will  have  fcvcr.il 
reprefentations  of  an  affair  relating  to  ;hc  uni- 
verfity  here,  from  fome  very  confidcrable  pcrloni 
in  this  kingdom.  However,  I  could  not  rcfufo  the 
application  made  me  by  a  very  worthy  pcrfoo  ot  th.it 
fociety,  who  was  conumifrioned  by  fomc  principal 
.  member* 
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members  of  the  body  to  defire  my  good  offices  t6 
your  grace;  becaufe  they  believed  you  thought  me 
an  honeft  man,  and  becaufe  I  had  the  honour  to  be 
known  to  you  from  your  early  youth.  The  matter 
of  their  requeft  related  wholly  to  a  dreadful  appre- 
henfion  they  lie  under,  of  Dr.  JVhitcomh'' s  endea- 
vour to  procure  a  difpenfation  for  holding  his  fellow- 
fhip  along  with  that  church-preferment  beflowed 
on  him  by  your  grace.  The  perfon  fcnt  to  me  on 
this  meflagc  gave  me  a  written  paper,  containing 
the  reafons  why  they  hope  your  grace  will  not  be 
prevailed  upon  to  grant  fuch  a  difpenfation.  I  pre- 
fume  to  fend  you  an  abftra£l  of  thefc  reafons  ;  be- 
caufe I  may  boldly  affure  your  grace,  that  party  or 
faction  have  not  the  leaft  concern  in  the  whole  af- 
fair ;  and,  as  to  myfelf,  it  happens  that  I  am  an  en- 
tire ftranger  to  Dr.  lyintcomb. 

It  is  alledged,  that  this  preferment  given  to  the 
doftor  ccnfifts  of  a  very  large  parifh,  worth  near 
fix  hundred  pounds  a  year,  in  a  very  fine  country 
thirty  miles  from  Dublin :  that  it  abounds  very 
much  with  Papifts,  and  confequently  a  moft  impor- 
tant cure,  requiring  the  redlor's  refidence,  befides 
fome  other  afliftant  ;  which,  being  fo  rich,  it  might 
well  afford. 

That,  as  to  fuch  difpenfations,  they  find  in  their 
college- books  but  three  or  four  inftances  fmce  the  Re- 
volution, and  thefe  in  cafes  very  different  from  the  pre- 
fent.  For  thofe  few  livings,  which  had  difpenfations  to 
be  held  with  a  fellowfhip,  were  finecures  of  fmall 
value,  not  fuificient  to  induce  a  fellow  to  leave  his 

college  j 
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college  ;  and,  in  the  body  of  thofc  difpenfationj, 
is  inferred  a  reafon  for  grinting  them.  That  they 
were  fuch  livings  as  could  be  no  hindrance  in  the 
oifcharge  of  a  fellow's  duty. 

That  difpenfations  are  very  hurtful  to  their  focie- 
ty  ;  becaufe  they  put  a  ftop  to  the  fucccflion  of  fcl- 
lowfhips,  and  thereby  give  a  check  to  that  emulati- 
on, induftry,  and  improvement  in  learning,  which 
the  hopes  of  gaining  a  fellowfhip  will  bcft  incite 
young  fludents  with.         , 

That,  if  this  difpenfatlon  fliould  take  place,  it 
may  prove  a  precedent  for  the  like  pradicc,  in  fu- 
ture times  ;  which  will  be  very  injurious  to  the  fo- 
cicty,  by  encouraging  fellows  to  apply  for  difpen- 
fations, when  they  have  intereft  enough  to  get  pre- 
ferments, by  which  the  fenior  fellows  will  be  fet- 
tled in  the  college  for  life  ;  and  thus,  for  want  of 
a  fucceflion  any  other  way  than  by  death  or  mar- 
riage, all  encouragement  to  young  diligent  ftudcnts 
will  be  wholly  loth 

That  a  junior  fellowfhip  is  of  very  fmall  value, 
and  to  arrive  at  it  requires  good  fenfe,  as  well  as 
long  and  clofe  ftudy  ;  to  which  young  IhiJcnts  are 
only  encouraged  by  hopes  of  fuccccding.  In  a 
reafonable  time,  to  be  one  of  the  feven  fcniors  -, 
which  hopes  will  be  quite  cut  off,  when  ihofc  fcni- 
ors  are  perpetuated  by  difpenfations. 

That  the  fellows,  at  their  admittance  into  their 

fellowlhips,  take  a  folemn  oath  never  to  accept  ot 

any  church-prcfcrmeut  above  a  certain  value  and 
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diftance  from  Dublin,  as  long  as  they  continue 
fellows :  to  which  oath  the  accepting  of  a  difpen- 
fatlon  by  Dr.  Whltojnb  is  diredlly  contrary,  in 
both  particulars  of  value  and  diftance. 

That,  at  this  time,  there  is  a  fett  of  very  hope- 
ful young  men,  in  long  and  clofe  ftudy,  to  ftand  for 
the  firft  vacant  fellowfhip,  who  will  be  altogether 
difcouragcd,  and  drop  their  endeavours  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  learning,  by  being  difappointed  in  their 
hopes  of  Dr.  iyhkco}7ib's  leaving  the  college,  and 
opening  a  way  for  one  of  them  to  fucceed  in  a 
fellowiliip. 

Thefc,  my  lord,  are  the  fum  of  the  reafons 
brought  me  by  a  very  worthy  perfon,  a  fellow  of 
that  college,  and  recommended  by  fome  of  the 
moft  deferving  in  that  body  ^  and  I  have  Ihortened 
them  as  much  as  I  could. 

I  {hall  only  trouble  your  grace  with  one  or  two 
of  my  own  remarks  upon  this  fubjeft. 

The  univerfity,  and  in  fome  fenfe  the  whole 
kingdom,  are  full  of  acknowledgment  for  the 
honour  your  grace  hath  done  them,  in  trufting  the 
care  of  one  of  your  fons  to  be  educated  in  the 
college  of  Dublin,  which  hopes  to  be  always  in 
your  grace's  favour ;  and  by  your  influence,  while 
you  govern  here,  as  well  as  the  credit  you  will 
always  deferve  at  court,  will  ever  defire  to  be  pro- 
tefted  in  their  rights. 

Your  grace  will  pleafe  to  know,  that  a  fellow- 
fliipinthis  univerfity  differs  much  in  fome  very  im- 
portant 
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portnnt  clrcumftances  from  moft  of  thufc  in  eith« 
of  the  univerfities  in  England, 

My  lord  George  will  tell  your  grace,  that  a  fel- 
lowfhip  here  is  obtained  wiih  great  difficult)',  by 
the  number  of  candidates,  the  ftric\  examination 
in  many  branches  of  learning,  and  the  regularity 
of  life  and  manners.  It  is  alfo  difpofed  of  with 
much  folemnity  :  the  examiners  take  an  oath  at 
the  altar  to  give  their  vote  according  to  their  con- 
The  univerfity  is  patron  of  fome  church-prefer- 
ments, which  are  offered  to  the  feveral  fellows 
downwards  to  thelowefl  in  holy  orders. 

I  beg  your  grace  to  confider.  That,  there  being 
very  little  trade  here,  there  is  no  encouragement 
for  gentlemen  to  breed  their  fons  to  merchandize  : 
that  not  many  great  employments,  in  church  or 
law,  fall  to  the  fhare  of  perfons  born  here  :  that 
the  laft  refource  of  younger  fons  is  to  the  church; 
where,  if  well  befriended,  they  may  chance  to  rife 
to  fome  reafonable  fpiritual  maintenance,  although 
we  do  not  want  inftances  of  fome  clergymen,  well 
born  and  of  good  reputation,  who  have  been,  and 
ftill  are  curates,  for  thirty  years  ;  which  hath  been 
a  great  difcouragement  to  others,  who  have  no 
«      other  means  left  to  provide  for  their  children. 

Your  grace  will  not  want  opportunities,  while 
you  continue  in  this  government,  and  by  your 
moft  deferved  favour  with  his  majcfty,  to  make 
Dr.  mitcomb  eaficr  in  his  preferment,  by  fome  ad- 

Q  2  dition. 
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dition,  that  no  perfon  or  fociety  can  have  the  leaft 
pretence  to  complain  of.  And  I  humbly  beg  your 
grace,  out  of  the  high  veneration  I  bear  to  your 
perfon  and  virtues,  that  you  vi^ill  pleafe  to  let  Dr. 
IVhitcomb  content  himfelf  for  a  while  with  that 
rich  preferment  (one  of  the  beft  in  the  kingdom), 
until  it  (hall  lie  in  your  way  further  to  promote 
thimto  his  own  content.  If,  upon  his  admittance  to 
his  fellowfhip,  he  took  an  oath  never  to  accept  a 
church-living  thus  circumftantiatcd,  and  hold  it 
with  his  fellowfhip,  it  will  be  thought  hardly  re- 
concileable  to  confcience  to  receive  a  difpenfation. 
I  humbly  entreat  your  grace  to  forgive  this  long 
trouble  I  have  given  you,  wherein  I  have  no  fort  of 
interefi,  except  that  which  proceeds  from  an  ear- 
neft  define,  that  your  grace  may  continue,  as  you 
have  begun  from  your  youth,  without  incurring  the 
leaft  cenfure  from  the  world,  or  giving  the  Icaft 
caufe  of  difcontent  to  any  deferving  perfon.  I 
am,  dif^ 

LETTER    LXL 

1  Q    %  %  %  %    %  ^  %  %  %     Efo  • 

Sir,  March  19th,   1734. 

IH  A  D,  fomedays  ago,  a  very  long  letter  from 
a  young  gentleman  whom  I  never  faw ;  but,  by 
the  name  fubfcribed,  I  found  it  came  from  a  young- 
er fon  of  yours,  I  fuppofe  your  fecond.  He  Jays 
before  me,  in  a  very  particular  manner,  the  forlorn 

condition 
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condition  he  is  in,  by  the  feverities  of  you  and  your 
lady,  his  mother.     He  freely  owns  his  boyifh  fol- 
lies, when  he  was  firft  brought  up  to  town,  at  four- 
teen years  old  ;  but  he  appeals  to   Dr.  Shcridjn  for 
the  improvement    he  made   in  the  dodior's  fchool, 
and  to  his  tutor   for  his  behaviour  in  the  college, 
where  he  took,  his  degree  with  particular  crcJit,  be- 
ing made  one  of  the  moderators   of  his  clafs  ;  by 
which  it  appears  that  he  paflTed  for  one  of  the   lour 
beft  fcholars  in  it.     His    letter  contains  four  large 
pages  in  folio,  and  written  in  a   very  fmall    hand  ; 
where  he  gives  a  hiftory  of  his  life,  from   the  age  of 
fourteen  to  the  prefent  time.     It  is  written  with  fo 
much  fpirit,  nature,  and  good   fcnfc,  as  well  as  ap- 
pearance of  truth,  that,  having  firft  raze  J  out  the 
writer's  name,  I  have   fhcwn   it  to  fcveral   gentle- 
men, my  friends,  of  great    worth,    learning,  and 
tafte  ;  who  all  agree  in  my  opinion   of   the  letter, 
and  think  it  a  pity  that  fo  hopeful  a   youth    fhould 
not  have  proper   encouragement,    unlets  he    harh 
fome  very  difagreeable   faults,  whereof  ihcy  ami  I 
are  ignorant.     When  I  had  written   thus  far,  Dr. 
Sheridan  came  to  fee  me  :   I  read    your  Ton's   letter 
to  him,  and  he  was  equally  plcafcd  with  it,  and  jul- 
tified  the  progrefs  the  young   man  had  made  in   his 
fchool.     1  went  this  evening   to  viht   a  lady,  who 
hath  a  very  great  efteem  and  friendihip  for  you  and 
Mrs.  *  *  *  »  :  {he  told  me  that  the  young  man'i 
great  fault  was  too  much  pertncfs,  and   conceit   ot 
himfelf,  which  he  often  fliewed  in  your  houfc,  and 
even   among  company  ;    which,  1  own,  is  a  very 

0,3  bjd 
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bad  quality  in  any  young  man,  and  is  not  eafily 
cured  :  yet,  I  think,  if  had  a  fon  who  had  uiiderftand- 
ing,  wit,  and  humour,  to  write  fuch  a  letter,  I 
could  not  find  in  my  heart  to  caft  him  off,  but  try 
what  good  advice  and  maturer  years  would  do  to- 
wards amendment ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  give 
him  nocaufe  to  complain  of  wanting  convenient 
food,  lodging,  and  raiment.  He  lays  the  whole 
weight  of  his  letter  to  mc  upon  the  truth  of  the  facSls, 
and  is  contented  to  ftand  or  fall  by  them.  If  he  be 
a  liar,  he  is  into  the  bargain  an  unpardonable  fool  ; 
and  his  good  natural,  as  well  as  acquired  parts, 
{hall  be  an  aggravation  to  me  to   render  him    more 

fro 

odious.  I  hear  he  is  turned  of  one  and  twenty 
years  ;  and  what  he  alledges  feems  to  be  true,  that 
he  is  not  yet  put  into  any  way  of  living,  either  by 
law,  phyfick,  or  divinity;  although,  in  his  letter, 
he  pretends  to  have  ftudied  the  firft,  on  your  pro- 
mife  to  fend  him  to  the  Temple,  but,  your  mind  al- 
tering, and  you  rather  chufmg  to  fend  him  to  Ley^ 
den,  he  applied  himfclf  to  ftudy  phyfick,  and  made 
fome  progrefs  in  it  ;  but,  for  many  months,  he 
hath  heard  nothing  from  you  ;  fo  that  now  he  is  in 
utter  defpair,  loaden  with  the  hatred  of  both  his 
parents,  and  lodges  in  a  garret  in  Will'ia?n-Jlreety 
with  only  the  liberty  to  dine  at  your  houfe,  and  no 
further  care  taken  of  him. 

Sir,  although  I  have  feldom  been  in  your  com- 
pany, it  is  many  years  fince  I  had  the  honour  of 
being  known  to  you  ;  and  I  always  thought,  as 
well  as  heard,  that  you  were  a  gentleman  of  great 

honour. 
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honour,  truth,  knowledge,  modcfty,  good- nature, 
and  candour.     As  to  your   lady,  I  never  faw  her 
but  once,   and   theif  but  for   a  lew  minutes  :  (he 
hath  the  charatSler  of  being  a  very  polite  and  ac- 
complifiied    pcrfon  ;  and  therefore,  very  probablv, 
her  fon's  rough,  over-weening,  forward  behaviour, 
among  company  with  her,  without    that   due  de- 
ference  which  only    can    recommend  jouth,  may 
be  very  difguftful  to  her.     Your  fon  defires  me,  in 
his  letter,  to  apply  to  fomc  friends   who  have  moft 
credit  with  you,  that  you  will  pleafc  to  put  him  in- 
to fon.e  way  of  life  ;  and  he  wiflics  that  thofe  friends 
would  befo  generous  to  join    in  contributing  fome 
allowance  to  fupport  him   at  LfyJau     I  think,  it 
would  have  been  well  if  he  had  been   fent    to  fc.i 
in  the  proper  time,  or   had    now    a  comnuflion  in 
the  army.     Yet,  if  he    were  the  or'ginal  writer  of 
that  letter  fent  to   me  under  his  namt-,  I   confcis 
niyfelf  fo    very  partial,  as  to  be  extremely   forry   if 
he  (hould  not  deferve  and  acquire  the  favour  of  you 
and  your  lady :  in   which  cafe,  any  parents  might 
be  for<^ivcn  for  beincr  proud  of  lucli  a  fon.     I  have 
no  acquaintance  with  his  tutor.  Dr.  King  \  but,  it 
I  can  learn  from  thofe  who  have,  I  fhall  be  glad  to 
hear  that   he  confirms  the  cbaracler   of  the  ycung; 
ir.an's   good   parts   and   learning,  as   Dr.  SluriJi)n 
hath  done. 

I  intreat  your  pardon  for  this  long  letter,  nnJ 
for  offering  to  interfere  in  a  domellic  point,  where 
I  have  no  information  but  from  one  hde  :  but  1  cau 
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faithfully  aflure  you,  that  my  regard  is  altogether 
for  the  fervice  and  cafe  of  you  and  your  lady  and 
family.  I  have  always  thought  that  a  happy  genius 
is  feldom  without  fome  bent  towards  virtue,  and 
therefore  deferves  fome  indulgence.  Moft  of  the 
great  villains  1  have  known  (which  were  not  a 
fmall  number)  have  been  brutes  in  their  underftand- 
ings  as  well  as  their  a^Slions. 

But  I  have  already  run  out  my  paper,  as  well  as 
your  patience.  I  fhall  therefore  conclude  with  the 
fmcere  profeffion  of  being,  with  great  efteem  and 
truth. 

Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  and 

'  moft  humble  fervant, 

LETTER    LXIL 
To  Lady  BETTY  GERMAINE. 

June  8th,  1735. 

Madam,  ' 

IT  R  O  U  B  L  E  you  fooner  than  ufual,  in  ac- 
knowledging your  letter  of  May  27th,  becaufe 
there  are  fome  paflages  in  it  that  feem  to  require  a 
quick  anfwer.  If  I  forget  the  date  of  mine,  you 
muft  impute  it  to  my  ill  head  ;  aid,  if  I  live  two 
years  longer,  I  (hall  iirft  forget  my  own  name,  and 

laft 
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laft  your    ladyfliip's.      I  gave  my  lady  AVrrr   an 
account  of  what    you   faid  in  relation   fo  her  Ton, 
with  which  {he  is  fully  fatisfled.     I  dctcft  the  houfe 
of  lords  tor  their  indulgence    to  fuch    a    profligate 
proftitutc  villain  as  Curie  ;  but   am  at    a   ln!s  how 
he  could   procure  any  letters  written  to  Mr.  f  o//, 
although,  by    the  vanity  or   indifcretion  of  corrc- 
fpondcnts,    the  rogue  mijjht   have  plckt  up  fomc 
that  went  from  him.     Thofe  letters  have   not  yet 
been  fent  hither,  therefore  I  can  form  no  judgment 
on   them.     When   I    was  leaving  England^  upon 
the  queen's  death,  I   burnt  all    the  letters  I  could 
find,  that  I  had  received  from  miniftcrs  for  fevcral 
years  before.     But,  as  to  the  letters  I  receive  from 
your  ladyfhip,  I  neither  ever  did  or  ever  wiii   burn 
any  of  them,  take    it  as  you   plcafe  :  for    1  nc\ir 
burn  a  letter  that  is  entertainin;:,  and  confoqucnt'y 
will  2;ive  me  new  plcalure  when  it  is  forgotten.    It 
is    true,  I   have  kept  fome  letters   merely    oi:t  of 
friendfhip,  although   they   fometimes   wanted  true 
fpelling   and   good   fenfe,  and    (ome  others    whufe 
writers    are  dead.     For  I   live  like   a  monk,  a!id 
hate  to  forget  my  departed  friends.     Yet  I  am  fome- 
times    too  nice  ;   for  I  burnt  all  my  lord  ••••*» 
letters,  uoon   receivipg  one  wheic  he    ulcd  th-fe 
words  to  me,   M  I  pretend  to   is  a  ^reat  deal  ofjh:~ 
certty  :  which,  indeed,  was  the  chief  virtue  he  wan- 
ted.   Of  thofe  from  my  lord  Halifax^  I  burnt  all  but 
one,  which  I  keep  us  a  moft  admirable  original   <>f 
court  prom-fes  and  profeflions.     I  contcfs  alfi>  fh.u 

I  have 
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1  have  read  fome  paffages  in  many  of  your  letters,  to 

2  friend,  but  without  naming  you,  only  that  the 
writer  was  a  lady,  which  had  fuch  marks  of  good 
fenfe  that  often  the  hearers  would  not  believe  me. 
And  yet  I  never  had  a  letter  of  mine  printed,  nor 
of  any  others  to  me. 

Your  ladyftaip  very  much  furprifes  me  with  one 
pail'age  in  your  letter,  which  liowever  I  do  not  in 
theleaft  underftand  ;  where  you  fay.  You  ^^7;^  been 
honoured  in  print  by  amorous^  fatirical^  and  gallant 
letters^  where  there  was  no  ivcrd  but  your  bare  name 
merAioned.  I  can  affure  you,  this  is  to  me  altoge- 
ther a  riddle,  and  what  I  never  heard  the  leaft  fyU 
lable  of  ;  and  wifh  you  would  explain  it.  No,  ma- 
dam, I  will  never  forgive  your  infolent  niece,  with- 
out a  iTioft  humble  fubmiffion  under  her  own  hands ; 
which  if  {he  will  not  comply  with,  I  {hall  draw  up 
letters  between  us,  and  fend  them  to  Curie. 

I  will  tell  your  ladyfhip  a  caufe  I  have  of  com- 
plaint againll  the  duke  of  Dsir/^/.  1  have  written 
to  him  about  four  times  fince  he  was  lieutenant  j 
and  three  ofm>y  letters  were  upon  fubjeds  that 
concerned  him  much  more  than  it  did  any  friend  of 
niine,  and  not  at  all  myfelf ;  but  he  was  never  pleaf- 
ed  to  return  mean  anfvver.  Which  omillion  (for 
I  dildain  to  call  it  contempt)  I  can  account  for 
only  by  fome  of  the  following  reafons.  He  is  ei- 
ther extremely  bufy  in  iiff.iirs  of  the  highelt  import- 
ance J  or  he  is  a  Duke  with  a  Garter  j  or  he  is  a 
Jjieutcnant  ol"  Ireland  y  or  he  is  of  a  very  ancient  no- 
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ble  cxtraftion  ;  or  fo  obfcure  a  man  as  I  am  is  not 
worth    his    remembrance  ;    or,  like  the   duke  of 
Chandois,  he  is   an   utter  ftran:;er  to   me :  and  ic 
would  grieve  me  to  the  foul  to  put  them  together  up- 
on any  one  article.  The  laft  letter  I  writ  to  his  grace 
was  upon  an  affair  relating  to  one  of  the  favour- 
ite party,  and  yet  a  very  honcft  gentleman  ;  which 
laft  circumi^ance,  with  fubmilEon  to  your  ladyftiip, 
is  what  I  feldom  grant  ;  and  ihe  matter  defircd  was 
a  trifle.     The  letter  before  that  related  to  a  requcll 
made  him  by  a   fcnior   fellow  of  thib    univcrfr.v, 
upon    which  I    was    earncftly  prcflcd  to  write  by 
fome     confiderable   members    of  the    fame    body, 
which  it   highly   concerned,  as   well  as  his  grace's 
honour ;  the  demand    being  direiSlly    contrary    to 
their  ftatutes,  and  of  the  moft  pernicious   confc- 
quencc,  not  only  to  the   univerfity,  but   the  king- 
dom :  and  for  that  reafon,  it  is  thought,  his  grace 
hath  chofen  to  let  it  fall,  I  fuppofe  by  much  better 
caufes  of  convidtion  than  mine.     I    do  aflurc  \  >u. 
Madam,  that  I  have  not  been  troublcfomc    to  my 
lord  duke  in  any    particular:  fince   he   ha'h   been 
governor,  my  letters  have  been  at  moft  but  one   a 
year,  and  my  perfonal   requefts  noc    fo  many  ;  nor 
any  of  them  for  thcleaft  intercft  that   i;gardcd  my- 
felf.     And  although  it  be  true  that  I  co  not  much 
approve  the  condua   of  affairs  in  either   kingdom, 
wherein  I  agree  with  vaft  numbers  of  b^rh  parties  ; 
yet  1  have  uuerly  waved  intermeddling  even  in  this 
tnfiaved  kingdom,  where  perhaps  1  might  have  fomc 
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Influence  to  be  troublefomc  ;  yet  I  have  long  quit- 
ted all  fuch  thoughts,  out  of  perfect  defpair :  al- 
though I  have  fonietimes  wifhed,  that  the  true 
loyal  Whigs  here  might  be  a  little  more  confidered 
in  the  dirpofition  of  employments,  notwithftanding 
their  misfortune  of  being  born  on  this  fide  the  Chan- 
nel, which  would  gain  abundance  of  hearts  both  to 
the  crown  and  his  grace.  My  paper  is  fo  full,  that 
I  have  not  room  to   excufe  it's  Ipngth.     I  remain 

Your  Ladyfliip's 

Moft  obedient  humble  fervant. 

LETTER     LXIII. 

ToSir  C  H  A  R  L  E  S  WOGAN,  in  Spain  [/f]. 

Honoured  Sir,  J735« 

THINK,  you  are  the  only  pcrfon  alive  who 
can  juftly  charge  me  with  ingratitude  :  becaufe, 
altliough  1  were  utterly  unknown  to  you,  and  be- 
come an  obfcure  exile  in  a  moft  obfcure  and  en- 
flaved  country,  you  were  at  the  pains  to  find  me 
out,  and  fend  me  your  very  agreeable  writings, 
with  which  I  have  often  entertained  fome  very  in- 
genious friends,  as  well  as  myfclf ;  I  mean  not 
only  your   poetry,  in  Latin  and  ^ngUfi)^  but  your 

{*]  Sec  a  Charaacr  of  this  Gentleman,  in  Vol.  XIV. 
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poetical  hiftory  In  profc  of  vour  own  life  and  actions, 
infcribed  to  me  :  which  1  often  wiGied  it  were  (die 
to  print  here,  or  in  England,  under  the  madnefs  of 
univcrfal  party  now  reigning  :  I  mean  particular- 
ly in  this  kingdom,  to  which  1  would  prefer  livinj 
among  the  Hottentots^  if  it  were  in  my  power  [/]. 

1  have  been  often  told,   that  you  have    a  brotiicr 
[w]  and  fome  near    relations  in  this  country  ;  and 
havcoftencr   employed  my  friends  in  vain  to  learn 
when  any  of  them  came  to  this  town.     But,  I  fup- 
pofe,  on  account  of  their  religion,  they  arc  fo  pru- 
dent as  to  live  in  privacy  :  although  the  court  hath 
thought  it  better  in  point  oi  politicks  (and,  to  keep 
the  good  will  of  cardinal    Flcury^  hath    thought  it 
proper)  to  make  theCatholicks  here  much  more  ca- 
iy   than   their  ill-wiUers,  of  no  religion,  approve 
of  in  their  hearts.     And  1  can  aflure  you,  that  thofc 
wretches  here,   who  call  thcmfclvcs    a    Parliament, 
abhor  the  clergy  of  our  church  more  than  thofc  oi 
yours,  and  have  made    an  uni\crfal   afl'ociation  to 
defraud  us  of  our  imdoubted  dues. 

I  have  further  thanks  to  give  you  for  your  gene- 
rous prefent  of  excellent  Spauijh  wine,  whereof 
I  have  been  fo  choice,  that  my  butler  tells  me  there 
are  flill  fome  bo:tlts  left  [n].  1  did  very  often  alV 
ibme  merchants  here,  who  trade  with  5/>fl/«,  whc- 

[l]  Thcfe  writings  are  at  prefent  in  the  hanJs  of  D<ar.t  Sti,tjt  )Li\. 
all  of  ihcm  under  Sir  Clark:  JVo^an'i   own  hand. 

[m]  Mr.  IVogan,  of  Ra:tc'jff>:e. 

[rt]  Dr.  Swifty  in  grateful  remembrance  of  Sir  Ctj':ii  W«»jt,  ufei 
to  call  Uiis  SparAJh  wine  his  Hero  Yt  inc. 
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ther  this  country  could  not  afiord  fomething  that 
might  be  acceptable  in  Spain^  but  could  not  get 
any  fatisfadlion.  The  price,  I  am  fure,  would  be 
but  a  trifle.  And  I  am  told  by  one  of  them,  that 
he  heard  you  were  informed  of  my  defire  :  to  which 
you  anfwered  in  a  difmterefted  manner.  That  you 
only  defired  my  works.  It  is  true  indeed  that  a 
primer  [<?]  here,  about  a  year  ago,  did  colle6l  all 
that  was  printed  in  London  which  palled  for  mine, 
as  well  as  feveral  fnigle  papers  in  verfe  and  prole, 
that  he  could  get  fiom  my  friends,  and  uefired  my 
leave  to  publifh  them  in  four  volumes.  He  reafon- 
cd.  That  printers  here  had  no  property  in  their 
copies  :  that  mine  would  fall  into  worfe  hands  : 
that  he  would  fubmit  to  me  and  my  friends  what  to 
publifli  or  omit.  On  the  whole,  I  would  not  con- 
cern myfelf ;  and  fo  they  have  appeared  abroad,  as 
you  will  fee  them  in  thofe  I  make  bold  to  fend 
you.  I  muft  now  return  to  mention  wine.  The  laft 
fe^fon  for  it  was  very  bad  in  France,  upon  which 
our  merchants  have  raifed  the  price  twcncy  per  cent. 
alreadv,  and  the  prefent  weather  is  not  like  to  mend 
it.  Upon  this,  I  have  told  fome  merchants  my  opi- 
nion, or  perhaps  my  fancy  ;  that  when  the  warmth 
of  fummer  happens  to  fail  in  the  feveral  wine-coun- 
tries, Spain  and  Portugal  wines,  and  thofe  in  the 
South  of  Italy^  will  be  at  leaft  as  ripe  as  thofe  of 
France  in  a   good  year.     If  there  be  any  truth  in 

[«]  Mr.  Faulkner, 

this 
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this  conceit,  I  would  defirc  our  merchants  to  deal 
this  year  in  thole  warmer  climates :  bccaufc  I  hear 
that  in  Spain  French  vines  are  often  planted,  and  the 
wine  h  more  mellow  j  although,  perhaps,  the  na- 
tural Spanijh  grape  may  fail,  for  want   of  its  ufual 
(hare  of  fun.     In  this   point,  I   would  have  your 
opinion;  wherein  if  you  agree,  I   will    make    Mr. 
Hally  an  honeft  Catholic  merchant  here,  who  deals 
in  Span'ijh  wine,  to  bring  me  over  as  large  a  csrgo as 
I  can  afford,   of  wines   as  like  Fia:ch  claret  as  he 
can  get.     For  my  diforders,  with  the  help  of  years, 
make  wine  abfolutcly  necefTary  to  fupport  me.  And, 
if  you  were  not  a  perfon  of  too  confiderable  a  rank 
(and  now  become  half  a  Spaniard)  I  would  try  to 
make  you  defcend  fo  low,  as  to  order  fome  mer- 
chants there  toconfign  to  fomc  of  ours,  direded  to 
me,  fome  good  quantity  of  wine  that  you  approve 
ofi  fuch  as  our  claret-drinkers  here  will  be  con- 
tent with.     For,   when   I   give  them  a  pale  wine 
(called  by    Mr.    Hall,  CaJJalia),  they   fay,  it  will 
do  for  one  glafs,  and  then   (to  fpeak   in  their  lan- 
guage) call  for  honeft  Clarcr. 


LET- 
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LETTER    LXIV. 
To    BISHOP    HORTE  [p]. 
My  Lord,  May  12th,  1736. 

IH  A.  V  E  two  or  three  times  begun  a  letter  to 
your  lordfliip,  and  as  often  laid  it  afide  j  until, 
by  the  unallced  advice  of  fomc  friends  of  yours, 
and  of  all  my  own,  I  refolved  at  laft  to  tell  you 
my  thoughts  upon  the  affair  of  the  poor  printer, 
who  fufFered  lb  much  upon  your  lordfliip's  ac- 
count, confined  to  a  dungeon,  among  common 
thieves,  and  others  with  infedlious  difcafes,  to  the 
hazard  of  this  life  j  befides  the  expence  of  a- 
bove  twenty- five  pounds,  and  befides  the  ignc- 
miny  to  be  fent  to  Newgate  like  a  common  male- 
faftor. 

His  misfortunes  do  alfo  very  highly  and  perfon- 
allv  concern  me.  For,  your  lordfhip  declaring 
your  dcfire  to  have  that  paper  looked  for,  he  did 
at  my  requeft  fearch  his  (hop,  and  unfortunately 
found  it  :  and,  although  he  had  abfolutely  refufcd 
before  to  print  it,  becaufe  my  name  as  the  author 
was  fixed  10  it ;  which  was  very  legible,  notwith- 
ftanding  there  was  a  fcratch  through  the  words ; 
yet,  at  my  defire,  he  ventured  to  print  it.  Neither 
did  Faulkner  ever  name  you  as  the  author,  although 
you  fent  the  paper  by  a  clergyman,  one  of  your 
dependents :  but  your  friends  were  the  only  per- 
lons  who  gave  out  the  report  of  it's  having  been 
your  performance.     I   read  your  lordfhip's  letter 

f-p]  ^f'  7s/«*  Horte,  Bill-. op  of  Kilmtre, 
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written  to  the   printer,  wherein   you  argue  that  he 
is,  in  thefe  dealings,    the  adventurer,    and  muft 
run  the  hazard  of  gain,  or  lofs.     Indeed,  my  lord, 
the  cafe  isothcrwife.     He  fells  fuch    papers  to  the 
running-boys  for  farthings  apiece ;  and  is  a  gainer 
by  each,  lefs  than  half  a  farthing  ;  and  it  is  fcldom 
he    fells  above   a  hundred,  unlcfs  they   be  of  fuch 
as  only  fpread  bv  giving  offence,  and  confequently 
endano-er  the   printer  both   in   lofs  of  money  and 
liberty,  as    it    was  the    cafe   of  that   very  paper  : 
which,  although  it  be   written  with   fpirit  and  hih. 
mour,    vet,    if   it   had    not   affeifled    Beilfftv.irth, 
would  fcarce  have  cleared  above  a  (hilling  to  FauH- 
ner-y  neither  would  he  have  done  it  at  all,  but  at 
my   urgency,  which  was  the  effeit  of  your  lord- 
Ihip's    commands   to  me.     But,    as    your  lord{hip 
hath  fince  been  univerfally  known    for  the  author, 
although  never  named   by  Faulkner  or  me,  fo  it  is 
as  generally  known   that  you  never   gave  him  the 
leaft    confideration  for    his  Kfles,    dilgraces,  and 
dangers  of  his  life.     I  have  heard  this,  and  more, 
from  every    perfon  of   my  acquaintance,  whom  I 
fee  at  home  or  abroad  :  and   particularly  from  one 
perfon  too  h.gh  to  name,  who  told  mc  all  the  par- 
ticulars ;  and  I  heartily  wifhcd,  upon  your  account, 
that  I  could  have  afTured   him  that    the  poor  man 
had  received  the  leaft  mark  of  yourjuftice,  or,  if  yoa 
pleafe  to  call  it  fo,  your   generofity,  which  I  would 
glady  inform  that  great  perfon  of  before  hclcaves  us. 

Now,  my  lord,  as  God,  affifting  your  own  good 
management  of  a  very   ample  fortune,  hath  made 

Vol.  XVII.  R  >'°^ 


ft42  LETTERS, 

you  extremely  rich,  J  may  venture  to  fay,  that  the 
printer  hath  a  demand,  in  all  confcience,  juftice, 
and  honour,  to  be  fully  refunded,  both  forhisdif- 
graces,  his  loffes,  and  the  apparent  danger  of  his  life  ; 
and  that  my  opinion  ought  to  be  of  fome  weight, 
becaufe  I  was  an  innocent  inftrument,  drawn  in 
by  your  lordfhip,  agz'mii  Faulhier's  m\],  to  bean 
occafion  of  his  fufFerings  :  and,  if  you  fhall  pleafe 
to  recompence  him  in  the  manner  that  all  people 
hope  or  defire,  it  will  be  no  more  in  your  purfe  than 
a  drop  in  the  bucket.  And,  as  foon  as  I  fhall  be  in- 
formed of  it,  I  fhall  immediately  write  to  that  very 
great  perfon,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  will  be  moft  to 
the  advantage  of  your  character  :  for  which,  I  am 
fure,  he  will  rejoice,  and  fo  will  all  your  friends ;  or, 
if  you  have  any  enemies,  they  will  be  put  to  filence. 

Your  lordfhip  hath  too  good  an  underflanding  to 
imagine,  that  my  principal  regard  in  this  affair  is 
rot  to  your  reputation  although  it  be  likewife 
mingled  with  pity  to  the  innocent  fufferer.  And 
I  hope  you  will  confider,  that  this  cafe  is  not 
among  thofe,  where  it  is  a  mark  of  magnanimity 
to  defpife  the  cenfure  of  the  world  :  becaufe  all  good 
men  will  differ  from  you,  and  impute  your  conduct 
only  to  a  fparing  temper,  upon  an  occafion  where 
common  juflice  and  humanity  required  a  dirc6l  con- 
trary  proceeding. 

I  conclude  with  afTuringyour  lordfliip  again  that 
what  I  have  written  was  chiefly  for  your  lordfiiip's 
credit  and  fervice  :  becaufe  I  am,  with  great  truth. 

Your  Lordfhip's  mofl,  &c. 
LET- 
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LETTER     LXV. 
To   Lady   BETTY   GERMAIXE. 

Madam,  J'"?^  15th,  1736. 

IVV  R  I  T  E   this  letter  to  your  ladyfhip,  in  the 
employment    you    have    chofcn    of   bcin'*'   a 
go-bttween  the  duke  of  Dor/ti  and  mc.  I  mult  pre- 
face this  letter  with  an  honcft  declaration,  Tiut  I 
never  propofed  any  one  thing  to  his  grace  wherein 
I  did  not  chiefly  confult  his  honour  and  the  c^cncral 
opinion   of   the   kingdom.     I   had   the    honour   to 
know  him  from  a  boy,  as  1  did  your  lailyfliip  from 
a  child  ;  and  yet,   excepting  great  pcrfonal  civili- 
ties, I  never  was  able  to  obtain  the  favour  of  get- 
ting one  church-preferment  for  any  fiend,  except 
one  too  inconfiderable  to  mention.     1  wiit  to,  and 
told  my  lord  duke,  that  there  was  a  certain  family 
here,    called    the  Grattans^    and    that    they  could 
command  ten  thoufand  men  :  two  of  them  are  par- 
fons    (as   you   whigs  call   them)  ;   another   is   lord 
mayor  of  this  city,  and  was  knighted  by  his  grace 
a  month  or  two  ago.     But  there  is  another  coufin 
of  theirs,  who  is  a  Gratlan^  though  his  name  be 
John  Jackfin^  as  worthy  a  clergyman  as  any  in  this 
kingdom.     Ho   lives   upon   his   own   fmall   clljtc, 
four  miles  from  this  town,  and  in  his  own  parifh  ; 
but  he  hath  four  children.     He  only  wants  foma 
little  addition  of  lOoA  a  year:   toi   he  hath  laid 
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out  800/.  to  build  upc*i  his  own  fmall  eflate  in  his 
own  parifti,  which  he  cannot  leave  j  and  we  can- 
not fpare  him.  He  hath  lain  a  weight  upon  my 
Ihoulders  for  many  years ;  and  I  have  often  men- 
tioned him  to  my  lord  duke  as  a  moft  deferving 
perfon.  His  grace  hath  now  an  opportunity  to 
help  him*  One  Mr.  Ward^  who  died  this  morn- 
ing, had  a  deanry  of  fmall  value  :  it  was  a  hedge- 
deanry  (my  lord  dulce  will  tell  you  what  I  mean) ; 
we  have  many  of  them  in  Ireland :  but,  as  it  doth 
not  require  living  there,  except  a  month  or  two  in 
the  yeai-,  although  it  be  but  of  forty  or  fifty  pounds 
yearly  rent,  it  will  be  a  great  eafe  to  him.  He  is 
no  party-man,  but  a  loyal  fubjedl.  It  is  the  deanry 
of  Ckyne :  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  biflaop, 
who  is  Dr.  Berkeley.  I  have  reafons  enough  to 
complain  of  my  lord  duke,  who  abfolutely  refufed 
to  provide  for  a  moll  worthy  man,  whom  he  had 
made  one  of  his  chaplains  before  he  came  over : 
and  therefore,  if  he  will  not  confent  to  give  this 
poor  deanry  to  Mr.  John  Jackfo7t,  I  will  fall  out 
with  him  for  ever.  I  defire  your  ladyfhip  to  let  the 
duke  know  all  this. 

Somebody  read  a  part  of  a  news-paper  to  me  the 
other  day,  wherein  your  faucy  niece  is  mentioned 
as  married,  with  forty-five  thoufand  pounds  to  her 
fortune.  I  defire  to  prefent  her  with  my  moft 
humble  fervice,  and  that  we  may  be  friends  for  the 
future.  1  hope  your  ladyfliip  ftill  preferves  your 
health  and  good-hunrour.  Your  virtues  I  am  in 
no  pain  about  i  for  yeu  are  confirmed  in  thep  by 

your 
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your  education  and  birth,  as  well  as  by  conflant 
praaice.  I  pray  God  preferve  you  long,  for  the 
good  you  do  to  the  world,  and  lor  your  happincfs 
hereafter. 

I  will  (notwithftanding  your  commands  to  the 
contrary)  be  fo  bold  to  tell  you,  that  I  am,  with 
the  grcateft  refpefl  and  eftecm, 

Madam, 

your  ladyfhip's 

moft  obedient  and 

obliged  humble  fervant. 

LETTER     LXVI. 

To   Ml.   ALDERMAN    BARBER. 

March  30,   1737- 
Dear  Mr.  Alderman, 

YO  U  will  read  the  charaifler  of  the  bearer, 
Mr.  Lloydy  which  he  will  deliver  to  you, 
figned  by  the  ma^^iftrau's  and  chief  inhabitants  of 
Coleraine.  It  fcems  your  (o^i<^ty  has  raifed  the 
rents  in  that  town,  and  of  y  ur  lands  about  it, 
within  three  years  paft,  to  four  tinvcs  the  value  of 
what  the  tenants  formerly  paid  ;  which  is  beyond 
wliat  1  h^c  ever  heard,  even  among  the  mod 
fcicwing  landlords  of  this  kingdom  :  anil  the  ccn- 
feciusncc  bath  already  been,  that  many  of  your  tc- 
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nants  in  that  tov/n  and  the  lands  about  it  are  pre- 
paring to  the  plantations  of  America^   for  the  fame 
reafons  that  are  driving  fome  thoufands  of  families 
in  the  North  to  the  fame  plantations ;  I  mean  the 
oppreflion  of  landlords.     My  dear  friend,  you  are 
Xo  confider.  That  no  fociety  can  or  ought,  in  pru- 
dence or  juftrce,  let  their  lands  at  fo  high  a  rate 
as  a  fquire,  who  lives  upon  his  eftate,  and   is  able 
to  diflrain  at  an  hour's  warning.     All  bodies  cor- 
porate muft  give  eafy  bargains,  fo  as  to  be  ready 
to  pay  all  the  incident  charges  to  which  they  are 
fubje6l.     Thus   biftiops,   deans,    and   chapters,   as 
well   as   other  corporations,    feldom   or  never   let 
their  lands  even  {^  high  as   half  the  value:   and 
when  they  raife  thofe  rents  which  are  unreafonably 
low,  it  is  by  degrees.    I  have  inftances  of  this  con- 
du(5i:  in  my  own  pra£l-ice,   as  well  as  that  of  my' 
chapter ;  although  my  own  lands,   as  dean,  are  let 
four  fifths  under  their  value.     On  the  other  fide, 
there  is  no  reafon  why  an  honourable  fociety  (liould 
rent  their  eftate  for  a  trifle.     And  therefore  1  told 
Mr.  Lloyd  my  opinion  :   That,  if  you  could  be  pre- 
vailed on  juft  to  double  the  rent  and  no  more,  I 
hoped  the  tenants  might  be  able  to  live  in  a  toler- 
able manner.     For  I  am  as  much  convinced  as  I 
can   be  of  any   thing  human,  that  this  wretched 
oppreiled  country  muft  necefTarily  decline  for  ever. 
If,  by  a  miracle,  things  Ihouid  mend,  you  may,  in 
a  future  renewal,  make  a  moderate  increafe  of  rent; 
but  not  by  fuch  leaps   as  you  are  now  taking :  for 
you  ought  to  remember  th?  fable  of  the  hen,  who 
if  laid 
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laid  every  fecond  day  a  golden  egg,  upon  which 
her  miftrefs  killed  her,  to  get  the  whole  lump  toge- 
ther. I  am  told  that  one  condition  in  your  charter 
is,  to  plant  a  colony  of  Englijh  in  thole  parts.  If 
that  be  fo,  you  are  too  wife  to  let  it  be  a  colony 
of  Irijh  beggars.  I  would  not  have  faid  thus  much 
in  an  affair,  and  about  perfons  to  whom  1  am  a 
ftranger,  if  I  had  not  been  long  afTured  of  the  poor 
condition  thofe  people  in  and  about  Cokrair.e  have 
lain  under,  fince  that  enormous  raifmg  of  their 
rents.  The  bearer,  whom  I  never  faw  until  yefter- 
day,  feems  to  be  a  gentleman  of  truth  and  good 
fenfe.  Yet,  if  he  hath  mifreprefcnted  this  matter 
to  mc,  1  fnall  never  be  his  advocate  again. 

My  health  is  very  indifferent :  fpirits  I  have 
none  left.  1  decline  every  day.  1  hope  and  hear 
it  is  better  with  you.  May  you  live  as  long  as  you 
defire  :  for  I  have  lofl  fo  many  friends  without  get- 
ting any  new,  that  I  muft  keep  you  as  a  famplc  of  ■ 
the  former.  1  am,  my  dear  friend, 

Your's,  ^c, 

LETTER     LXVIL 
To   the    Earl   of  O  X  F  O  R  D. 

My  Lord,  J'""  i4»  I737- 

IH  A  D  the  honour  of  a  letter  from  your  lord- 
fhip,  dated  April  the  7th,  which  I  was  not  pre- 
pared   to   anfwer   until   this   time.     Your  lordftiip 

R  4  mull 


248  LETTERS. 

nriuft  needs  have  known,  that  the  Hiftory  you 
i-nention,  of  the  four  laft  years  of  the  queen's  reign, 
vas  written  at  Windfor^  juft  upon  hnifliing  the 
peace ;  at  which  time,  your  father  and  my  lord 
Bolingbroke  had  a  mifunderftanding  with  each  other, 
that  was  attended  with  very  bad  confequences. 
When  I  came  to  Ireland  to  take  this  deanry  (afcer 
the  peace  was  made)  I  could  not  ftay  here  above  a 
fortnight,  being  recalled  by  an  hundred  letters  to 
haften  back,  and  to  ufe  my  endeavours  in  recon- 
ciiing  thofe  minifters.  I  left  them  the  Hiftory  you 
mention,  which  I  had  finiflied  at  Wind/or,  to  the 
time  of  the  peace.  When  I  returned  to  England^ 
I  found  their  quarrels  and  coldnefs  encreafed.  I 
laboured  to  reconcile  them  as  much  as  I  was  able : 
I  contrived  to  bring  them  to  my  lord  Majhatri'sy  at 
St.  Jameses:  My  lord  and  lady  Majham  left  us  to- 
gether. I  expoftulated  with  them  both,  but  could 
not  find  any  good  confequences.  I  was  to  go  to 
Windfor  next  day  with  my  lord  treafurer  :  I  pre- 
tended bufinefs  that  prevented  m.e :  expedling  they 
would  come  to  fome  ******  [^J.  But  I  fol- 
I(J\ved  them  to  JV'mdfor  ;  where  my  lord  Bol'inghroke 
told  me,  that  my  fchcme  had  come  to  nothing. 
Things  went  on  at  the  fame  rate :  they  grew  more 
eftranged  every  day.  My  lord  treafurer  found  his 
credit  daily  declining.  In  May  before  the  queen 
died,  I  had  my  laft  meeting  with  them  at  my  lord 
Majham  5.     He  left  us  together  :   and   therefore  I 

[q\  Here  is  a  blank  left  for  fome  word  or  other  j  fuch  as  agrie-> 
pKitt,  rccotichictJGii,  or  the  like, 
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rpoke  very  freely  to  them  both ;  and  told  them  I 
would  retire,  for  I  found  all  was  gone.  Lord  Bcling- 
broke  whifpered  mc,  1  was  in  the  right ;  your  fa- 
ther faid,   All  would  do  well.     I  told  him  that  I 
would  go  to  Oxford  on  Monday^  fince  I  found  ic 
was  impofliblc  to  be  of  any  ufe.     I  took  coach   to 
Oxford  on   Monday  ;    went   to  a  friend  in   Berk' 
Jhire  [r]  ;  there  ftaid  until  the  queen's  death  ;   and 
then   to   my  ftation  here ;    where   I   flaid   twelve 
years,  and  never  faw  my  lord   your  fatl.cr  after- 
wards.    1  hey  could  not  agree  about  printing  the 
Hiftory  of  the  four  laft  years :  and  therefore  1  have 
kept  it  to  this  time,  when  I  determined  to  publifh 
it  in  London,   to  the  confufion  of  all  thofe  rafcals 
who  h.ivc  accufed  the  queen  and  that  miniftrv  of 
making  a  bad  peace;   to  which  that  party  entirely 
owes  the  Proteftant  fucceflion.     I  was  then  in  the 
greatelt  truit  and  confidence   with  your  father  the 
lord  treafurcr,  as  well  as  with  my  loTd  Bolin^breke^ 
and  all  others  who  l>ad  part  in  the  adminiftr.-.n  vu 
I  had   all   the  letters   from   the  focretary's  (fficc, 
durin(^  the  treaty  of  peace:   out  of  thofe  and  what 
I  learneu  from  the  miniftry,  I   formed  that  hlltory 
which  I  am  now  going  to  publifli  for  the  informa- 
tion of  poftcrity,  and  to  coiitroul  the  moft  impu- 
dent fatfhoods  whi:  h  hr.ve  been  publifhtd  fmrc  [f]. 
I  wanted  no  kind  of  materials.    I  knew  your  father 
better  than  y^u  could  at  that  time  ;   and   I  do  im- 
partially think  him  the  mofl  virtuous  miniftrcr,  and 

[A  The  Rev.  Mr.  Gery,  Rcftcr  of  L^.c^-V. 

fji  The  Hiftory  now  innkcs  Vol.  XV.  6t  lijw  coUcftion. 
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the  moft  able,  that  ever  I  remember  to  have  resd 
of.  If  your  lordftiip  has  any  particular  circum- 
ftances  that  may  fortify  what  I  have  faid  in  the 
Hiftory,  fuch  as  letters  or  other  materials,  I  am 
content  they  ftiould  be  printed  at  the  end,  by  way 
cf  appendix.  I  loved  my  lord  your  father  better 
than  any  other  man  in  the  world,  although  I  had 
no  obligation  to  him  on  the  fcore  of  preferment, 
having  been  driven  to  this  wretched  kingdom,  to 
which  I  was  almoft  a  ilranger,  by  his  want  of 
power  to  keep  me  in  what  I  ought  to  call  my  own 
country ;  although  I  happened  to  be  dropt  here, 
and  was  a  year  old  before  1  left  it :  and,  to  my 
forrow,  did  not  die  before  I  came  back  to  it  again. 
I  am  extremely  glad  of  the  felicity  you  have  in 
your  alliances ;  and  defire  to  prefent  my  moft  hum- 
ble refpe6ls  to  my  lady  Oxford^  and  your  daughter 
the  duchefs  [/].  As  to  the  Hiftory,  it  is  only  of 
affairs  which  I  know  very  well ;  and  had  all  the 
advantages  poHTible  to  know,  when  you  were  in 
fome  fort  but  a  lad.  One  great  defign  of  it  is,  to 
do  juftice  to  the  miniflry  at  that  time,  and  to  re- 
fute all  the  objedlions  againft  them,  as  if  they  had 
a  defign  of  bringing  in  Popery  and  the  Pretender; 
and  further  to  demonflrate,  that  the  prefent  fettle- 
ment  of  the  crown  was  chiefly  owing  to  my  lord 
your  father.  I  can  never  expe6l  to  {tQ  England: 
I  am  now  too  old  and  too  fickly,  added  to  almoft  a 
perpetual  deafnefs  and  giddinefs.     I  live  a  moft  do- 

[.'j   Duchefs  of  Poruand. 
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meftic  life  :  I  want  nothing  that  is  neccfT.iry  ;  but 
I  am  in   a  cuiTt-d,    factious,    opprefl'cd,    mifcrablc 
country  ;  not  made  fo  by  nature,  but  by  the  flavilh, 
helii(h  principles  of  an  execrable  prevailing  fadtion 
in  it.     Farewell,  my  lord.     I  have  tirtd  you  and 
myrelf.     I  defire  again  to  prefent  my  moft  humble 
refpe<51:s  to  my  lady  Oxford,   and  the  duchcls  your 
daughter.     Pray  God  preferve  you  long  and  happy. 
I  {hall  diligently  enquire  into  your  conduct  from 
thofe  who  will  tell  me.     You  have  hitherto  conti- 
nued  right ;   let  me  hear  that   you   perfeverc  fo. 
Your  tafk  will  not  be  long  ;  for  I  am  not  in  a  con- 
dition of  health  or  time  to  trouble  this  world,  and 
I  am  heartily  weary  of  it  already ;  and  fo  fhould  be 
in  England,  which  I  hear  is  full  as  corrupt  as  this 
poor  enflaved  country.     I  am,  with  the  tru-.i!  loic 
and  refpefl, 

My  Lord, 

Your  lordfhip's 

moft  obedient  and 

moft  obliged,  (^c. 


LET. 
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,  L  E  T  T  E  R     LXVIII. 
To  ERASMUS  LEWIS,  Efq;  [«]. 

7"^;' 23,  1737. 

Dear  Friend, 

WHILE  any  of  tbofe  who  ufed  to  write  to 
me  were  alive,  J  always  inquired  after 
'you.  Bur,  fince  your  fecretaryfliip  in  the  queen's 
■time,  I  believed  you  were  fo  glutted  with  the 
'  dffice,  that  you  had  not  patience  to  venture  on  a 
letter  to  an  abfefit  ufelefs  acquaintance :  and  I  find 
I  owe  yours  to  my  lord  Oxford.  The  Kiftory  you 
mention  was  written  above  a  year  before  the  queen's 
•death.  I  left  it  with  the  treafurer  and  l«rd  Boling- 
hroke,  when  I  firft  came  over  to  take  this  deanry. 
I  returned  in  lefs  than  a  month,  but  the  miniftry 
could  not  agree  about  the  printing  it :  It  was  to 
conclude  with  the  peace.  I  ftaid  in  London  above 
nine  months  j  but,  not  being  able  to  reconcile  the 
quarrels  between  thofe  two,  I  went  to  a  friend  in 
Berkjhire,  and,  on  the  queen's  death,  came  hither 
for  good  and  all.  I  am  confident  you  read  that 
Hiftory,  as  this  lord  Oxford  did,  as  he  owns  in  his 
two  letters,  the  lad  of  which  reached  me  not  above 
ten  days  ago.  You  know,  on  the  queen's  death, 
how  the  peace  and  all  proceedings  were  univerfally 
condemned.     This  I  knew  would  be  donej   and 


[uj  Formerly  private  fecretary  to  the  Earl  of  Oxford, 

3  *^« 
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the  chief  caufe  of  my  writing  was,  not  to  let  fuch 
a  queen  and  miniftry  lie  under  fuch  a  load  of  in- 
famy, or  pofterity  be  fo  ill  informed,  isfc.  Lord 
Oxford  is  in  the  wrong  to  be  in  pain  about  his  fa- 
ther's chara»Sler,  or  his  proceedings  in  his  miniftry  ; 
which  is  fo  drawn,  that  his  greatcft  admirers  will 
rather  cenfure  me  for  partiality  ;  neither  can  he  tell 
me  any  thing  material  out  of  his  papers,  which  I 
was  not  then  informed  of.  Nor  do  I  know  air/ 
body  but  yourfcif  who  could  give  mc  more  li  ;i: 
than  what  I  then  received  :  for  I  remember  I  okca 
confulted  with  you,  and  took  memorials  of  manv 
important  particulars  which  you  told  me,  as  I  did 
of  others,  for  four  years  together.  I  can  find  no 
way  to  have  the  original  delivered  to  lord  Oxford 
or  to  you  j,  for  the  perfon  who  hath  it  will  not 
truft  it  out  of  his  hands ;  but,  I  belicvs,  would  be 
contented  to  let  it  be  read  to  either  of  you,  if  ic 
could  be  done  without  letting  it  out  of  his  hands* 
although  perhaps  that  may  be  coo  late  [ti/J.    If  my 

[w]  As,  a  little  bcfor;  this  period,  the  great  abilities  of  Dr.  Sis\jt 
had  begun  to  fail,  he  h.id,  in  order  to  gratify  fome  of  hi»  acq:-i- 
ance,  called  for  the  Hiftory  of  the  four  Uft  ycaw  of  the  Queen" 
once  or  twice  out  of  his  friend's  hands,  and  lent  it  abroad  ;  by  wimi* 
means  part  of  the  contents  of  it  were  whi/pcrcsl  about  the  town,  *i\i, 
feveral  had  pretended  to  have  read  it,  v.ho  perhaps  had  never  fe«n  one 
line  of  it.  And  this  caufcd  it  to  be  apprehended,  that,  if  the  «.-ai 
fliould  frequently  lend  the  Hiftory,  a  copy  of  it  might  be  ukcn  K  tnt 
tftne  or  other.  Whereupon  Mrs.  Jf^itcivay,  the  next  tiw  the  dein 
put  the  original  into  her  hands,  told  him  plainlv.  That  he  i^M 
nevft  lend  it  again  to  any  man  alive  ;  and  that  if  he  ftjuld,  at  any 
tiine  hereafter,  call  for  it  again,  and  infift  upon  havinj  it  iu  hii  owa 
poffeffion,  flie  would  never  take  the  cbarj:  of  il  mere 

hcal'jh 
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health  would  have  permitted  me,  for  feme  years 
paft,  to  have  ventured  as  far  as  London^  I  w^ould 
have  fatisfied  both  my  lord  and  you.  I  believe 
you  know  that  lord  BoUngbroke  is  now  bufy  in 
France^  to  write  the  hiftory  of  his  own  time,  and 
how  much  he  grew  to  hate  the  treafurer  you  know 
too  well ;  and  I  know  how  much  lord  BoUngbroke 
hates  his  very  memory.  This  is  what  the  prefent 
lord  Oxford  (hould  be  in  mod:  pain  at,  not  about 
me.  I  have  had  my  fhare  of  affliction  fufficient, 
in  the  lofs  of  Dr.  Arbuthnot^  and  poor  Gay  and 
others  ;  and  I  heartily  pity  poor  lord  Majham.  I 
would  fain  know  whether  his  fon  be  a  valuable 
young  man  ;  becaufe  I  much  difliked  his  education. 
When  I  was  laft  among  you.  Sir  If'iUlam  Wyndham 
was  in  a  bad  ftate  of  health  :  I  always  loved  him, 
and  rejoice  to  hear  from  you  the  figure  he  makes. 
But  I  know  fo  little  of  what  paffeth,  that  I  never 
heard  of  lady  BJandford^  his  prefent  vi^ife. 

Lord  Bath  ufed  to  write  to  me,  but  hath  drop- 
ped it  fome  years.  Pray,  is  Charles  Ford  yet  alive  ? 
for  he  hath  dropped  me  too;  or  perhaps  my  illnefs 
hath  hindered  me  from  provoking  his  remem- 
brance :  For  1  have  been  long  in  a  very  bad  condi- 
tion. My  deafnefs,  which  ufed  to  be  occafional 
and  for  a  fhort  time,  hath  ftuck  by  me  now  feve- 
ral  months  without  remiffion  ;  fo  that  I  am  unfit 
for  any  converfation,  except  one  or  two  Stentors 
of  cither  fex ;  and  my  old  giddinefs  is  likewife  be- 
come chronical,  although  not  in  equal  violence 
with  my  former  fhort  fits. 

I  was 
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I  was  never  (o  much  deceived  in  any  Scot^  as  br 
that  execrable  lord  AT****,  whom  I  lo-.cd  cx- 
tiemely,  and  now  deleft  bevond  exprtlfion. 

You  fay  fo  little  of  yourfclf,  that  I  kn»iw  not 
whether  you  are  in  health  or  fickncfs,  only  that 
you  lead  a  mere  animal  life  ;  which,  with  nine  puts 
in  ten,  is  a  fign  of  health.  I  find  you  have  not, 
like  me,  loft  your  memory  ;  nor,  I  hope,  your  fi.nfc 
of  hearing,  which  is  the  greatcft  lofs  of  any,  and 
more  comfortlefs  than  even  being  blind  ;  I  mean 
in  the  article  of  comp.iny.  Writing  no  longer 
amufeth  me,  for  I  cannot  think.  I  dine  conftantly 
at  home,  in  my  chamber,  with  a  grave  hnufc- 
kceper,  whom  1  call  Sir  Robert,  and  fometimcs  re- 
ceive one  or  two  friends  and  a  female  coufm,  with 
ftrons  hi^h  tenor  voices,  I  am,  o't. 

LETTER     LXIX. 
To  Mifs  RICHARDSON. 

Madam,  7-w.  2S,  1737-8. 

I  MUST  be^in  my  corrcfpondcncc  by  letting 
you  know  that  your  uncle  is  the  moll  unrea- 
fonable  perfon  I  was  ever  acquainted  w:th  ;  and, 
next  to  him,  you  arc  the  fccond,  although  I  think 
impartially  that  you  arc  worfc  than  he.  I  never 
had  the  honour  and  happincfs  of  feeing  you  ;  nor 
can  ever  expcd  it,  unkfs  you  make  the  firll  ad- 
vance by  coming  up  to  town,  where  I  am  confined 

by 
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■by  v/ant  of  healUi ;  and  my  travelling  days  are 
over.  I  find  you  follow  your  uncle's  ileps,  by  ma- 
licioufly  bribing  a  ufelefs  man,  who  can  never  have 
it  in  his  power  to  ferve  or  divert  you.  I  have  in- 
deed continued  a  very  long  friendship  with  alder- 
man Barber i  who  is  governor  of  the  London -fociety 
about  your  parts ;  whereupon  Mr.  Richardfon  came 
to  the  dcanry,  although  it  was  not  in  my  power 
to  do  him  the  leaft  good  office,  further  than  v.rit- 
ino-  to  the  alderman.  Hov/evcr,  your  uncle  came 
to  me  feveral  times  ;  and  I  believe,  after  feveral 
invitations,  dined  with  me  once  or  twice.  This 
was  all  the  provocation  I  ever  gave  him ;  but  he 
had  revenge  in  his  breaft,  and  you  fhall  hear  how 
he  gratified  it.  Firft,  he  was  told  that  my  ill 
ftomach,  and  a  giddinefs  I  was  fubje£l  to,  forced 
me,  in  fome  of  thofe  fits,  to  take  a  fpoonful  of 
ufquebaugh  :  he  difcovered  where  I  bought  it,  and 
fent  me  a  dozen  bottles,  which  cod:  him  three 
pounds.  He  next  was  told,  that,  as  I  never  drank 
malt-liquors,  fo  I  was  not  able  to  drink  Dublin- 
claret  without  mixing  it  with  a  little  fweet  Spanifb 
wine :  he  found  out  the  merchant  with  whom  I 
deil,  by  the  treachery  of  my  butler,  and  fent  me 
twelve  dozen  pints  of  that  wine,  for  which  he  paid 
fix  pounds.  But  what  can  T  fay  of  a  man,  who, 
fome  years  before  I  ever  faw  him,  was  loading  me 
every  feafon  with  falmons,  that  furfeited  myfelf 
and  all  my  vifitors  ?  Whereby  it  is  plain,  that  his 
malice  reached  to  my  friends  as  well  as  to  myfelf. 
At  laft,  to  complete  his  ill  defigns,  he  mull  needs 

forct 
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force  his  niece  into  the  plot ;  bccaufc  it  can  be 
proved,  that  you  are  his  prime  miniftcr,  and  (o 
ready  to  encourage  him  in  his  bad  procccdin^i  j 
that  you  have  been  his  partaker  and  fccondcr  in 
mifchief,  by  fending  me  half  a  dozen  of  fhirts,  al- 
though I  never  once  gave  you  the  Icaft  caufe  of  dif- 
pleafure.  And,  what  is  yet  worfe,  the  fcvs'  ladies 
that  come  to  the  deanry  aflure  me,  they  never  faw 
fo  fine  linen,  or  better  worked  up,  or  more  exactly 
fitted.  It  is  a  happincfs  they  were  not  ftocking?, 
for  then  you  would  have  known  the  length  of  my 
foot.  Upon  the  whole,  madam,  I  muft  deal  fo 
plain  as  to  repeat,  that  you  are  more  cruel  even 
than  your  uncle  j  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  if  my 
health  and  a  good  fummcr  can  put  it  in  my  power 
to  travel  to  Summer-Scat^  I  muft  take  that  journey 
on  purpofe  to  expoftulatc  with  you  for  all  the  un- 
provoked injuries  you  have  done  me,  I  have  fccn 
fome  perfons  who  live  in  your  neighbourhood,  from 
whom  I  have  enquired  into  your  character ;  but  I 
found  you  had  bribed  them  all  by  never  fending 
them  any  fuch  dangerous  prefcnts :  for  they  fworc 
to  me,  that  you  were  a  lady  adorned  with  all  pcr- 
fedions,  fuch  as  virtue,  prudence,  wit,  humour, 
excellent  converfation,  and  even  good  houfcwitc- 
ry ;  which  laft  is  feldom  the  talent  of  ladies  in  this 
kino-dom.  But  I  take  io  ill  vour  manner  of  treat- 
ing  me,  that  I  (hall  not  believe  one  fyllablc  ol 
what  they  faid,  until  I  have  it  by  a  letter  under 
your  own  hand.  Our  common  run  of  ladies  here 
dare  not  read  before  a  man,  and  much  Icfs  dure  to 
Vol.  XVII.  S  write, 
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write,  for  fear  (as  their  exprefllon  is)  of  being  ex- 
pofed.  So  that  when  I  fee  any  of  your  fex,  if  they 
be  worth  mending,  I  beat  them  all,  call  them 
names,  until  they  leave  off  their  follies,  and  aflc 
pardon.  And  therefore,  becaufe  princes  are  faid 
to  have  long  hands,  I  wifh  I  were  a  prince  with 
hands  long  enough  to  beat  you  at  this  diftance,  for 
all  your  faults,  particularly  your  ill  treatment  of 
me.  However,  I  will  conclude  with  charity. 
May  you  never  give  me  caufe  to  change,  in  any 
fingle  article,  the  opinion  and  idea  I  have  of  your 
perfon  and  qualities.  May  you  very  long  continue 
the  delight  of  your  uncle,  and  your  neighbours 
round,  who  deferve  your  good-will,  and  of  all  who 
have  merit  enough  to  diftinguilh  you.  I  am,  with, 
great  refpe6t  and  the  higheft  efteem. 

Madam, 

Your  moft  obedient 

and  moft  obliged 
humble  fervant. 


LET- 
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LETTER     LXX. 
To  Mr.   ALDERMAN   BARBER. 

My  dear  and  honcured  Friend, 

I  HAVE  received  yours  of  July  27th,  and  two 
days  ago  had  a  letter  from  Air.  Po^e^  with  2 
dozen  lines  from  my  lord  BoUnghrokt^  who  tcli« 
me  he  is  juft  going  to  France^  and,  I  fuppofc,  dc- 
figns  to  continue  there  as  long  as  he  lives.  I  am 
very  forry  he  is  under  a  ncceflity  of  felling  Daiviey : 
pray,  let  me  know  whether  he  be  tolerable  cafy  in 
his  fortunes  j  for  he  hath,  thefc  fcveral  years,  lived 
very  expenfivcly.  Is  his  lady  ftill  alive  ?  and  hath 
he  ftill  a  country-houfc  and  an  cftatc  of  hers  to 
live  on  ?  I  (hould  be  glad  to  live  io  long,  as  to  fee 
his  Hiftory  of  his  own  Times,  which  would  be  a 
work  very  worthy  of  his  lordfliip,  and  will  be  a 
defence  of  that  miniftry,  and  a  juftitication  of  our 
late  glorious  Queen,  againft  the  malice,  ignorance, 
falfehood,  and  llupidity  of  our  prcfcnt  times  and 
managers.  I  very  much  like  Mr.  Pefn'i  laft  pocm« 
entitled  m  dcc  xxxviii,  called  Dialogue  II;  but 
I  live  fo  obfcurely,  and  know  {o  little  of  what 
pafles  in  London^  that  I  cannot  know  the  names  of 
perfons  and  things  by  initial  letters. 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that  the  duke  of  Onmmi 
lives  fo  well  at  cafe  and  in  fo  good  health,  as  well 

S   2  U 
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as  with  fo  valuabje  a  companion.  His  grace  hatli 
an  excellent  conftitution  at  fo  near  to  fourfcore. 
Mr.  Dunkin  is  not  in  town,  but  I  will  fend  to  him 
when  I  hear  he  is  come,.  I  extremely  love  my  lord 
and  lady  Oxford^  but  his  way  of  managing  his  for- 
tune is  not  to  be  endured.  I  remember  a  rafcally 
butcher,  one  Morley^  a  great  land-jobber  and 
knave,  who  was  his  lordflaip^s  manager,  and  hath 
been  the  principal  caufe  of  my  lord's  wrong  con- 
duct, in  which  you  agree  with  me  in  blaming  his 
wealcnefs  and  credulity.  I  defire  you  will  pleafe^,, 
upon  occafion,  to  prefent  my  humble  fervice  to  my 
lord  and  lady  Oxford^  and  to  my  lord  Bathurji.  I 
juft  expe61:ed  the  chara6ler  you  give  of  young 
*****.  I  hated  him  from  a  boy.  I  wonder  Mr* 
i^<5r(/ is  alive  J  perhaps,  walking  preferves  him. 

I  very  much  lament  your  afthma.  I, believe 
temperance  and  exercife  have  preferved  me  from  it. 
I  feldom  walk  lefs  than  four  miles,  fometimes  fix, 
eight,  ten,  or  more,  never  beyond  my  own  limits ; 
or,  if  it  rains,  I  walk  as  much  through  the  houfe, 
up  and  down  flairs :  And,  if  it  were  not  for  this 
cruel  deafnefs,  1  would  ride  through  the  kingdom, 
and  half  through  England y  pox  on  the  modern 
phrafe,  Great-Britain^  which  is  only  to  diflinguifli 
it  from  Little-Britain,  where  old  cloaths  and  old 
books  are  to  be  bought  and  fold.  However,  I  will 
put  Dr.  Sheridan  (the  beft  fcholar  in  both  king- 
doms) upon  taking  your  receipt  for  a  terrible 
afthma,  I  wifh  you  were  rich  enough  to  buy  and 
keep  a  horfe,  and  ride  every  tolerable  day  twenty 
3  miles. 
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miles.  Mr.  Richardfon  is,  I  think,  ftill  in  LsnJjn. 
I  afTure,  you  he  is  very  grateful  to  me,  and  is 
too  wife  and  difcreet  to  give  any  juft  occafon  of 
complaint,  by  which  he  muft  be  a  great  lofer  in 
reputation,  and  a  greater  in  his  fortune. 

I  have  not  written  fo  much  this  many  a  day.  I 
have  tired  myfelf  much  ;  but,  in  revenge,  I  will 
tire  you. 

I  am,  dear  Mr.  Alderman,  with  very  great 
efteem. 

Your  moft  obedient 

and  moil:  humble  fcrvant. 

LETTER     LXXI. 
Mr.    POPE    to    Dr.    SWIFT. 

Twitnarriy  OJJ.  12,  1738. 
My  Dear  Friend, 

I  COULD  gladly  tell  you  every  week  the 
many  things  that  pafs  in  my  heart,  and  revive 
the  memory  of  all  your  friendfliip  to  mc  j  but  I  am 
not  fo  willing  to  put  you  to  the  trouble  of  (hewing 
it  (though  I  know  you  have  it  as  warm  as  ever) 
upon  little  or  trivial  occafions.  Yet,  this  once,  I 
am  unable  to  rcfufe  the  reqjtlt  of  a  very  particular 
and  very  dcfcrving  friend  ;  one  of  thofc  whom  his 
own  merit  has  forced  mc  to  conirait  ux  intimacy 

S  3  with, 
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with,  after  I  had  fworn  never  to  love  a  man  more, 
fmce  the  forrow  it  coft  me  to  have  loved  fo  many, 
now  dead,  banifhed,  or  unfortunate.  I  mean  Mr. 
LytteltoHy  one  of  the  w^orthieft  of  the  riling  gene- 
ration. His  nurfe  has  a  fon,  whom  I  would  beg 
you  to  promote  to  the  next  vacancy  in  your  choir, 
I  loved  my  own  nurfe,  and  fo  does  Lyttelton :  he 
loves,  and  is  loved,  through  the  whole  chain  of 
relations,  dependents,  and  acquaintance.  He  is 
one  who  would  apply  to  any  perfon  to  pleafe  me, 
or  to  ferve  mine  :  I  owe  it  to  him  to  apply  to  you 
for  this  man,  whofe  name  is  William  Lamb  j  and 
he  is  the  bearer  of  this  letter.  I  prefume  he  is  qua- 
lified for  that  which  he  defiresj'and  I  doubt  not, 
if  it  be  confiflent  with  juftice,  you  will  gratify  me 
jn  him. 

Let  this,  however,  be  an  opportunity  of  telling 

you What?-- what  I  cannot  tell;   the 

kindnefs  I  bear  you,  the  afFedion  I  feel  for  you, 
the  hearty  wifties  I  form  for  you,  my  prayers  for 
your  health  of  body  and  mind,  or  (tl)e  beft  foftcn- 
jngs  of  the  want  of  either)  quiet  and  refignation. 
You  lofe  little  by  net  hearing  fuch  things  as  this 
idle  and  bafe  generation  has  to  tell  you :  you  lofe 
not  much  hy  forgetting  moft  of  what  now  paffes  in 
it.  Perhaps,' to  have  a  memory  that  retains  the 
paft  fcenes  of  our  country  and  forgets  the  prefent, 
is  the  means  to  be  happier  and  better  contented. 
But,  if  the  evil  of  the  day  be  not  intolerable  (though 
fufficient,  God  knows,  at  any  period  of  life)  we 
fnay^  at  leaft  we  Ihoidd^  nay  we  muji  (whether  pa- 
tiently 
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tiently  or  impatiently)  bear  it,  and  make  the  bcft 
of  what  we  cannot  make  better,  but  may  make 
woife.  To  hear  that  this  is  your  fituation  and 
your  temper,  and  that  peace  attends  you  at  home, 
and  one  or  two  true  friends  who  are  tender  about 
you,  would  be  a  great  cafe  to  mc  to  know,  and 
know  from  yourfelf.  Tell  mc  who  thofc  are  whom 
you  now  love  or  efteem,  that  1  may  love  and  ef- 
teem  them  too ;  and,  if  ever  they  come  into  £ng~ 
Jatid,  let  them  be  my  friends.  If,  by  any  thing  I 
can  here  do,  I  can  ferve  you,  or  pleafe  you,  be 
certain  it  will  mend  my  happinefs ;  and  that  no  fa- 
tisfadion  any  thing  gives  mc  here  will  be  fupcriorj 
if  equal  to  it. 

My  dear  Dean,  whom  I  never  will  forget,  or 
think  of  with  coolncfs,  many  are  yet  living  here 
who  frequently  mention  you  with  aftuElion  and  rc- 
fpeft.  Lord  Orrery^  lord  Bathurjiy  lord  Bolingbrokty 
lord  Oxford,  lord  Majham,  Leivisy  Mrs.  P.  Blount 
(allow  one  woman  to  the  lift,  for  fhe  is  as  conibnt 
to  old  friendfhips  as  any  man)  ;  and  many  young 
men  there  are,  nay  all  that  are  any  credit  to  this 
a<re,  who  love  you  unknown,  who  kindje  at  your 
fire,  and  learn  by  your  genius.  Nothing  of  you 
can  die,  nothing  of  you  can  decay,  nothing  of  you 
can  fuffer,  nothing  of  you  can  be  obfcurcd,  or 
locked  up  from  tikcm  and  admiration,  except 
what  is  at  the  dcanry ;  juft  as  much  of  you  only 
as  God  made  mortal.  Miy  the  reft  of  you  (which 
)5  all)  be  as  h.ippy  herc.iftcr  as  honcft  men  may 
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expe£l  and  need  not  doubt ;  while  (knowing  no* 
.thing  more)  they  know  that  their  Maker  is  mer-? 
ciful.     Adieu. 

Your's  ever, 

A.    POPE, 

LETTER    LXXII. 
To    Mr,     POP  E. 

May  joth,  1739,  at  a  conje£lure, 

YO  U  are  to  fuppofe,  for  the  little  time  I  fhall 
live,  that  my  rriemory  is  entirely  gone,  and 
cfpecially  of  any  thing  that  was  told  me  laft  night, 
or   this    morning.     I   have   one  favour  to  entreat 
from  you.     I  know  the  high  efteem  and  friendftiip 
you  bear  to  your  friend  Mr.  Lyttelion^  whom  you 
call  the  riling  genius  of  this  age.     His  fame,  his 
virtue,    honour,    and    courage,    have   been   early 
fpread  even  among  us.     I  find  he  is  fecretary  to 
the  prince  of  Wales ;  and  his  royal  highnefs  hath 
been  for  feveral  years  chancellor  of  the  univerfity 
m  Dublin,     All  this  is  a  prelude  to  a  requeft  I  am 
going  to  inake  you.     There  is   in   this   city  one 
Jlexander  M'-Azilay^  a  lawyer  of  great  diftindlion 
for  fRiil  and  honefty,  zealous  for  the  liberty  of  the 
fubjccl,  and  loyal  to  the  houfe  of  Hanover  j  and 
particularly  to  the  prince  of  IValcSy  for  his  high- 
nefs's  love  to  both  kingdoms, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Al^Julay  is  now  foliciting  for  a  feat  in  par- 
liament here,  vacant  by  the  death  of  Dr.  C::;/}II^  a 
civilian,  who  was  one  of  the  pcrfons  chofcn  for 
this  univerfity  :  And,  as  his  royal  highncfs  conti- 
nues ftill  chancellor  of  it,  there  is  no  perfon  Co  pro- 
per to  nominate  the  reprcfcntative  as  himfclf.  If 
this  favour  can  be  procured,  by  your  good-will  and 
Mr.  Lyiteltoni  intcreft,  it  will  be  a  particular  obli- 
gation to  mc,  and  grateful  to  the  people  of  Ireland^ 
in  giving  them  one  of  their  own  nation  to  jcprcfcni 
this  univerfity. 

There  is  a  man  in  my  choir,  one  Mr.  Lanih ;  he 
hath  at  prefent  but  half  a  vicarfliip  :  the  value  of  it 
is  not  quite  50/.  per  annum.  You  writ  to  mc  in 
his  favour  fome  time  ago  ;  and,  if  I  outlive  any  one 
vicar-choral,  Mr.  Lamh  (hall  certainly  have  a  full 
place,  becaufc  he  very  well  dcfcrves  it :  and  I  am 
obliged  to  you  very  much  for  recommending  him. 

LETTER     LXXIII. 
To   Mr.   L  Y  T  T  E  L  T  O  N  {x\ 

Sir,  >''^  5'»^»  »739- 

YO  U  treat  me  very  hard,  by  beginning  your 
letter  with  owning  an  obligation  to  me  on 
account  of  Mr.  Lamb^  which  dckrvcs  mine  and 
my  chapter's  thanks,  for  rcconimcnding  fo  uiclul  a 
perfon  to  my  choir.     It  is  true  I  gave  Mr.  Dtant 

[.r]  Now  Lord  Lyttf'ie*. 

Stvi/i 
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Swift  a  letter  [y]  to  my  dear  friend  Mr.  Pope,  that 
he  might  have  the  happinefs  to  fee  and  know  fo 
great  a  genius  in  poetry,  and  fo  agreeable  in  all 
other  good  qualities ;  but  the  young  man  (feveral 
years  older  than  you)  was  much  furprifed  to  fee  his 
junior  in  fo  high  a  ftation,  as  fecretary  to  his  royal 
highnefs  the  prince  of  Wales,  and  to  find  himfelf 
treated  by  you  in  fo  kind  a  manner.  In  one  arti- 
cle, you  are  greatly  miftaken.  For,  however  ig- 
norant we  may  be  in  the  affairs  of  England,  your 
character  is  well  known  among  us,  in  every  par:- 
ticular,  as  it  is  in  the  prince  your  matter's  court, 
and  indeed  all  over  this  poor  kingdom. 

You  will  find  that  I  have  not  altogether  for- 
gotten my  old  court-politicks :  for,  in  a  letter  I 
vrit  to  Mr.  Pope,  I  defired  him  to  recommend  Mr. 
M'-Auhy  to  your  favour  and  protection,  as  a  moft 
worthy,  honeft,  and  deferving  gentleman ;  and,  I 
perceive,  you  have  efFe£lually  interceded  with  the 
prince,  to  prevail  with  the  univerfity  to  chufe  him 
for  a  member  to  reprefent  that  learned  body  in  par- 
liament, in  the  room  of  Dr.  Coghill,  deceafed. 

I  have  been  juft  now  informed,  that  fome  of  the 
fellows  have  fent  over  an  apology,  or  rather  a  re- 
monftrance,  to  the  prince  of  Wales,  pretending 
they  were  under  a  prior  engagement  to  one  Mr. 
Tifdal;  and  therefore  have  defired  his  royal  high- 
nefs to  withdraw  his  recommendation.  A  modeft 
requeft  indeed,  to  demand  from  their  chancellor 

[y]   See  Vol.  XII.   p.  zoS. 

what 
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svhat  they  think  is  diflionourablc  in  thcmfclvcs,  to 
give  up  an  engagement.  Their  whole  proceeding, 
on  this  occafion,  againft  their  chancellor,  heir  of 
the  crown,  is  univerfally  condemned  here,  and 
feems  to  be  the  laft  eftort  of  Cuch  men  ;  who,  with- 
out duly  confidering,  maltc  ra(h  promilfs,  not  con- 
Tiftent  with  the  prudence  expected  from  them. 

I  can  hardly  venture  the  boldnefs  to  defirc,  that 
his  royal  highnefs  may  know  tiom  you  the  pro- 
found refpeil,  honour,  eftccm,  and  veneration,  I 
bear  towards  his  princely  virtues.  All  my  fricndi 
on  your  fide  the  water  reprefent  him  to  mc  in  the 
moft  amiable  lijht ;  and  the  people  infallibly  reckon 
upon  a  golden  age  in  both  kingdoms,  when  it  fhall 
pleafe  God  to  make  him  the  rcllofcr  of  the  hbcriici 
of  his  people. 

I  ought  to  accufe  you  highly  for  your  ill-treat- 
ment of  me,  by  wishing  yourfelf  in  the  number  of 
my  friends  :  but  you  fhall  he  pardoned,  if  yoa 
pleafe  to  be  one  of  my  prote^ors ;  and  your  pto- 
te£lion  cannot  be  long.  You  fhall  therefore  nuke 
jt  up  ;n  thinking  favourably  of  me.  Years  ha\c 
made  me  lofe  my  memory  in  every  thing  but  friend- 
{hip  and  gratitude :  and  you,  whom  I  h.i\e  never 
feen,  will  never  be  forgotten  by  mc,  until  I  am 
dead.  I  am,  honourable  Sir,  with  the  highcft 
^erpe£t, 

Your  moft  obedient  and 

obii  cd  humble  fcrvant. 

LET- 
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LETTER     LXXIV. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Society  of  the  Gover- 
NOUR  and  Assistants,  London,  for  the  New 
Plantation  in  Vljier,  within  the  Realm  of 
Ireland.^  at  their  Chamber  in  Guild-halli  London, 

By  conjeciure,  1731. 
Worthy  Gentlemen, 

I  HEARTILY  recommend  to  your  very 
worfhipful  fociety,  the  reverend  Mr.  JVtlliam 
Dunkirt^  for  the  living  of  Colerain^  vacant  by  the 
death  of  Dr.  Squire.  Mr.  Dunkin  is  a  gentleman  of 
great  learning  and  wit,  true  religion,  and  excellent 
morals.  It  is  only  for  thefe  qualifications  that  I 
recommend  him  to  your  patronage  ;  and  I  am  con- 
fident that  you  will  never  repent  the  choice  of  fuch 
a  man,  who  will  be  ready  at  any  time  to  obey  your 
commands.  You  have  my  beft  wifties,  and  all  my 
endeavours  for  your  profperity  :  and  I  {hall,  during 
my  life,  continue  to  be,  with  the  trueft  refpedt  and 
highefc  efteem. 

Worthy  Sirs, 

Your  moft  obedient  and 

moft  humble  fervant, 

JONATH.  SWIFT. 


Jn 


[  269  ] 

An    Epistle,    iwHard   Latin,  y";;n  Dr, 
S  w  I  F  T  id  Dr.  Sheridan'    *. 

DoMINE, 

AU  DI  V  I  quod  abra  foeminae  nobilis  et  mihi 
amicae  oiFenJendo  pcdem  ad  paxilluin  vcl  ri- 
dicam,  vel,  ut  alii  dicunt,  rutabulum  ;  valdc  Ia:(k 
uropyf^ium,  et  eft  mifere  catax.  Novi  ejus  patrcm» 
capitularem,  et  fubleftum,  et  carnarium,  qui  la- 
ratus  erat  hornotinum  per  olVium  clathratum,  et^ 
ut  meruit,  a  vulgo  occilatus.  Pauper  cnim  crat, 
caunaco  et  decotibus  veftitus ;  pcinionibus  claudi- 
cans    laboravit.     Frequentavit   lui  limilcs,  propo- 

•  As  the  words,  in  this  and  the  following  LtMcr,  which  cav^« 
any  difficult)',  are  extremely  uncommon  ;  wc  prtiumc,  it  v^  ill  no*  tc 
amifs  to  print  a  Glonfary,  in  order  to  fave  our  RejJenthe  plH««  ««^ 
trouble  of  turning  over  .»  Diftionary. 

Jhra,  a  waiting-woman  :   Slued  fit  delicata,  rm  tmJ^rit  A'jUU, 

Paxlllus,  a  flake,  pale,  or  pof}. 

Rldica,  the  prop  of  a%ine,  iic. 

Rutahulum,  a  maukin,  a  colc-rjke  to   mske   clp*n   m  orcfl,  ia 

oven-fwoop,  a  /kealing-ftick. 
Urofygium,  the  narrowcit  and  loweft  part  of  the  chine,  the  ruojp. 
Catax,  lame,  hip-halt. 
Capitularh,  a  tax-gatherer,  an  excifcm.m. 
Suble/ht,  weak,  feeble  j  of  no  eftcem  or  account. 
Carnarlus,  a  butcher. 
Hormttnui^  afawn  or  hind-c»lf. 
CUtthrattis,    latticed,  barred,  grated. 
Occillo,  tobuftet,  cr  beat  and  m«ul. 

G^uracar^un:,  a  thick /hag  rug  to  cover  one  with,  «a  It iA  BU«i«. 
Decstes,  Toga  detrUa,  garments  worn  bart. 
Ptrnio,  a  kibe  on  the  hetl. 

Pnpola,  .»  huckftcr,  or  rcui'.cr,  a  forcftiJler,  a  nsnttt,  *c- 
'^  US 
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las  nempe,  arilaCores,  cociones,  imo  falifubfulos 
eC  labdas,  omnes,  ut  meruerant^  triboriibus  vefti- 
tos. 

Pridie  tabellio  ad  me  attulit  epiftolam  deftlata  et 
cattail!  portu  obrutis,  unde  miferperdidi  cadifcUm 
ftrobilorum  plerum,  duo  hauftra,  calpar,  decern 
fcutellas,  calignam,  et,  quod  maxime  dolet,  cro- 
Cotulam  nuper  uxori  emptam,  fed  fpero  me  redho- 
ftiturum  fore. 

Amicus  iiofter  catulafter  lepidiflimus  hominurn 
jniferc  vivit  indomuncula  vefcarum  plena,  proficie* 

Ar'ilator,    a  pedlar. 

Coc'w,   a  higler. 

Salifubjulus,   a  morris-dancer,   any  one  who  dances  and  eapers  t# 
mufick. 

Labda,    any  fort  of  vile  filthy  rafcal* 

Tribon,   a  threadbare  cloak. 

Tabellio,   a  carrier  of  letters. 

Stlata,  a  float,  a  hoy,    a  flat  boat. 

Catta,  nomcn  na-vh, 

Cadlfcus,    a  rundlet,   a  kilderkin,  or  little  barrel* 

Strobilus,    a  pine-apple. 

Pkrus,    idem  quod  flenus. 

Haujli-um,    a  bucket;   aUb  a  kind  of  pot,    or  jug,    to  draw  drink 
with. 

Calpar,  an  earthen  veffel,   or  tun. 

Scutella,  any  kind  of  di/h  or  platter. 

Caligva,  as  this  word  fecms  to  be  derived  from  KaXity   lignum,  per- 
haps it  fignifies  a  large  wooden  bowl. 

Ci-ocotula,   a  little  faffron-colouredj  or  yellow  garment. 

Redbojiio,  to  requite  a  courtefy,  to   return  like  for  like  :  But  here 
it  may  fignify,  To  make  a  prefent  of  juit  fuch  another  garment. 

CatiilaJ}:r,  a  little  whelp. 

Vejca,   a  cobweb. 

Proficks,  perhaps  it  may  fignify   a  fupply,  or  fubfidy,  given  as  a 
prefect. 

bus 
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bus  pafcltur,  operando  ftrigans  et  conquinifcen*, 
et  turundis  pullos  paftit  in  tuguriolo  fcrphorum  plc- 
no. 

Heftcrna  noite  cccidit  tcrribiliflima  lahcj  n-ant/- 
fa,  qu:e  inlices  omncs  implevit. 

Sumhumiliflitnus,  5cc. 

Strigo,  to  breathe,  or  reft  in  work,   to  ftop  or  ftini  ftill,  U  ona 

fomctimes  do  at  plough  in  the  middk  of  a  furrow. 
Cetijuinifce,  to  duct  the  head,  to  bow  or  bend  the  body,  toAoop. 
Turunda,  a  pellet  of  bread,  dough,  or  parte,  wherewitii  capon*  are 

crammed. 
Strfhus,  a  kind  of  yermine  like  in  ant. 
Lakes,   a  great  fall,   or  paA  of  rain  or   ha-.l,   6^f. 
Afantija,    qu.   manutenja,   eo   quod    manu  porrijilur.     Ovtr-tno- 

furc,   advantage,    the  vantage   or  over-weight.     The  Welfli  t»M 

it  Iff'wt. 
Inlex,   ir.iuu  canape:,  gutters  in  flreett. 
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Hard  Latin. 

DOCTISSIME  DeCANE, 

FO  R  B  I  U  M  tabellarum  methodium  veftra- 
rum  lagonopono  me  ferme  afFecit,  quocirca 
hoftire  veftras  leverentiiE  gerras  aggredior.  Qj^iid  mea  . 
refertfiuropygium  abrse  ignobilislitlaefum  ?  Ejufmo- 
di  etenim  mulieres  plerumque  funt  exbuze,  atque 
rimarum  non  minus  plenae  quam  excernicula  ;  pro- 
fe6lo  non  mihi  injucundum  foret  fi  tu  efles  illi  ia- 
traliptes.  Si  vero  curam  fufcipias,  non  abs  re  fu- 
erit  illius  crotaphitas  ambabus  calide  manibus  fr'i' 
care  ne  fpiritus  deficiant,  atque  inde  porro  ad  podi- 
cem  defcendens,  poftquam  complutum  aqua  vitas 
feceris,    applicueris   emplaftrum   calligoni,  mattia- 

Forbus,  Calidus,  Sei-'v.  Formus  a  0£j;t*©' :  JEo\.  <b'z^iA.^t 
aliter  a  firbo,  vel  fowo  j    i,  e.  Ferveo,  hot,   warm. 

Tabdla,   a  letter,  or  epiftle. 

Metbodlum,    a  trick,  a  cheat,   a  cunning  fetch. 

Lagonoponos,   fretting  to  the  gutts. 

Hoji'to,   to  recompenfe,  to  return  like  for  like. 

Gerra,  hurdles,  or  twigs  filled  up  with  earth,  for  fortifying  a 
place  5    gabions,  ^c. 

Exbua,   tippling-goffips. 

Excermculuin,  a  fieve. 

latraFiptes,  a  phyfician  or   furgeon    that  cures   by  ointments  and 

friftions. 
Crotaphita,  the  two  mufcles  that  are  in  the  temples. 
Complutus,    wetted  all  over. 
Caliigenum,    way-grafs,  knot-grafs. 
/  Mattiaca,    [pilse  did;,  quod  praeftantiflima?  apud  Mattiacum  Ger» 
mania?  oppidum  conficcrentur,]   Soap-balls,  wafh-bails. 

carum 


t  fi  £    A  N  S  W  E  R.  173 

fcaruiTl  tritarum,  daucorum,  fufliticteridis,  gethy- 
onum.  Caveo  interim  ne  tibi  manus  imbulbitaverit, 
aut  imbubinaverit,  partilirer  quandb  prsdidi  fpi- 
ritus  urticam  fenferit ;  fed  ne  forfan  oblivifcaris,  te 
tncneo,  ut  pars  crepidinJs  dorfi  interior  fit  f.fHcu- 
landa.  Memini  illius  patrem  ex  inrlmu  plebis  rude- 
ratione  gingrinatorem  ;  lucuntes  olim  vcndidir,  ad- 
taicdum  tuit  procellulus,  eximius  autem  pilicrcpus ; 

Triius,  common,  much  ufcd. 

Daucns,  a  kind  of  wild  carrot. 

SuJJliietendis,  As  there  is  no  fuch  word  as  this  to  be  found  in  thg 
common  Didlionarics,  it  is  immagined  to  have  been  coined  by  Doctor 
Sheridan,  when  he  was  writing  this  Letter,  in  order  to  amufc  anj 
puzzle  his  Correfpondent  :  Or,  if  it  be  not  too  wild  a  conjecture,  let 
us  fuppofe  the  word  to  be  thus  divided,  Sujjiti  et  Eridis ;  and  then  it 
may  refer  to  the  reft  of  the  ingredients  of  the  plainer,  and  efpecially 
to  the  fjvere  poignancy  of  the  onions,  in  the  next  and  laft  article  ;  And 
then,  perhaps,  the  latter patt  of  the  fcntence  may  be  thus  panphra- 
flically  interpreted  :  "  You  might  apply  to  the  part  affcfted  a  plailk-rof 
"knot-grafs,  common  wa(h-ball,  wild  carrot,  and  among  the  rcii  of 
*'the  ingredients,"  [for  Ivss-L'^  fignifics  a  Companion]  «  byway  of 
"  giving  the  whole  a  poignancy,"  [for  "Ep;;  fignifies  a  contention  for 
"  vidory]  you  fliould  take  care  that  a  mixture  of  onion  predominate 
«  in  the  compofition."  The  word  Urtlca,  in  the  fallowing  period, 
feems  to  favour  this  ccnjefture. 

Gethyon,  a  kind  of  onions,  hollow  leeks. 
.     Imbulbito,  to  defile  one's  fclf  with  any  thing  deteftable.     Vide  Didl- 
onary. 

Jmbubino,  to  defile  with  any  thing  abominable.     Vide  Dift. 

Partiliur,  particularly,  with  cxa£lnefsor  fubtility. 

Urtlca,  a  nettle,  or  any  tickling  pain  like  tlie  fting  of  a  nittlc 

Crepido,  dorjlcrefldo,  the   rump. 

Ftjictilandus,  to  be  cleft,  ,orcutopcn, 

Ruderatlo,  rubbifh. 

Ciiigrlnator,   a  piper  or  minftrcl. 

Lucuns,  a  kind  of  meat,  or  rithcr  fonle  baked  thing  ;   a  fpice-cakc 

Filkrepus,  a  ball-player. 

Vol.  XVII,  T  t'^'i 
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fed  falaconem  atque  dofonem  nimium  fc  oftcnden- 
do,  minuit  banc  gloriam  quam  cxcrcitiis  meruit. 
Si  vis  ut  noftra  denuo  amicitia  inolefcat,  tc  iiiccum 
eras  prandereprorito  ;  habcbis  fympinium  vel  applam 
vini  non  vulgaris  abfque  fiocibus,  cum  cervifia  aequc 
pellucidum  ac  glaefum.  Sccpiflimc  futabas  in  sdi- 
bus  meis  ncque  unquam  inanias,  de  quibus  men- 
tionem  in  epiftold  veftrd  fecifti,  in  ulhi  noftrarum 
confpexifti  camerarum.  Heflerno  die  nimium  am- 
bulando  flegmina  laboro,  quod  ex  ftomachi  vcnto- 
fitate  evenifle  comperio,  ideoque  ma<inam  cit  quan- 
titatem,  ut  poftico  emurmuret,  deglutire  ftatuo. 

Sum  tibi  humillimus,  Sec. 
Manaco  Mali  15°,   1732. 

-  Salacon,  a  great   boafter,  who,    being  extremely   poor,  would  l-c 

thought  very  rich. 
Dofco,  a  great  promifcT,    but  who  does  nothing. 
Jnakjco,  ut  Coalefco,  to  grow  together,   to  iHck  one  to  another. 
Prorho,  to  provoke,  Itir  up,  egg  on. 
Symfmium,  a  kind  of  wooden  vefTel   for  wine,  ufed   of  old  in  their 

holy  rites  and  divine  fcrvices ;  a  ftone-jue,  or  pitcher,    a  drinking- 

cup. 
jippla,  ahud  etpko,  ut  fit  vas  quod  fubinde  innplctur  ct   dcpletur, 

a  kind  of  vefli;!  ufed  at  table. 

Pieces,  pi.  the  dregs  or  lees  of  wine. 

Cer-vlfia,   velCcrevifa,  Cerealh,    liquor,  ale,   beer,   £?t, 

Futo,  to  blame  or  reprove. 

Gltefum,  a  kind  of  amber. 

Irtania,  emptineffes,  cobwebs. 

FUgmen,  an  inflammation  or  f welling  in   the  legs,   tired  by  over- 
much walking. 
Gh,  velGith,  indecl.    a  kind  of  cockle,  a  fmall  feed, 
Pcjlicum,  a  back-door. 
Jt'Linacus,  a  month. 
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